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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF'THE STATEAQF $ALIFORNIA
Armna mh
r\ Vo
Application of the CITY OF FRESNO ) (it 1“1 SN L
for an order authorizing construction) ULb\,n_;Lufu
of two ¢rossings at separated grades ).
between Shaw Avenue and Marks Avenue
and the tracks of The Atchison,.

)
)
Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company, - )
sometimes referred to as the “Shaw- g
)
)

Decision

App;;cation‘89-os-065
(Filed May 30, 1989)

Marks Avenue Underpassesﬂ (P.U. c.
2-1004 2 and 2 1004.5) .. '

, o

The City of Fresno-{City) requests authority‘under Public
Utilities Code Sections 1201-1205 totconstruct tWo crossings at
separate grades on Shaw Avenue and on Marks Avenue (Shaw-Marks
Avenue Underpasses) under the tracks of The Atch;son, Topeka and
Santa Fe Razlway Company’s (Am&SF) main line in Fresno, Fresno’
County. Authority is also~requested to construct a temporary
detour grade cross;ng of Shaw Avenue across a shoorly track which
will be required durzng the perzod of construct;on.

The priority lmst oL grade separatlon projects for the
fiscal year 1989-1990, as‘set forth in Decision 89-06-033, dated
June 21, 1989, shows this project as Priority No. 9.

In Decision 84-03-051, dated March 21, 1984 in
Appllcatron 83-02=055, the Commzssxon granted the City authority to
construct the two cross;ngs. A new decision is requlred because an
extens;ve amount of time has passed sznce ‘the preVLous deczsmon
expired on April 20, 1987. '

\ The project will elzmznate 2 major east-west barrzer and
a complex Tee intersection at Shaw and Santa Fe Avenues. Upon

completion of the grade separat;on work, the exzstzng and temporary
,Shaw Avenue cross;ngs w;ll be elzminated.
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city is the lead agency for this project under the
California Environmental Quaiity Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Publ;c Resources (PR) Code Sectlons 21000 et seq. Clty has
determzned that the project is categorlcally exempt from CEQA under
PR Code Section 21080 13. :

The Commission is. a respons;ble agency for this. project
under CEQA and haS-reVLewed and cons;dered the lead agency'
exemption determ;nat;on. ,

The site of the project has been 3.nspected by the
Commission’s Sarety Divisieon Traffic Engineering staff. The staff
exanined the need for and safety of the proposed crossmnqs, and
recommende issuance of an ex parte order authorizing construction
of the proposed grade separated crossmngs and temporary detour
grade crossing, prov;ded gate-type s;gnals are installed.

The appl;catxon meets the £iling requmrements of the
Comm1551on S Rules of Practice and Procedure, 1nclud1ng Rule 38,
wh;ch relates to constructxon of a publ;c hxghway across a
railroad. A sketch of the project vzcznxty is set forth as
Appendzx A. o : .

Notice of the appl;catzon was publlshed in the
Commzss;on s Da;ly Calendar on June 1, -1989.. No-protests have been
recexved. A publlc hearlng is not necessary.,

Findings of ¥

1. City requests author;ty under Publ;c Utilities Code
Sections 1201-1205 to construct the Shaw-Marks Avenue Underpasses
under the tracks of AT&SF’s maln line in. Freano, Fresno cOunty.,

2. Construct;on or the Shaw Avenue: Underpass requlres that a
temporary detour grade cros sing or Shaw Avenue be constructed
across a shoofly track wh;ch w111 be requzred dur;ng the per;od oz
constructlon. o .

3. Constructxon of the Shaw-Marks Awenue Underpasses zs
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requlred to improve the safety of raml operat;ona and reduce
vehlcular traffic delay..

4. Public safety requ;res that, upon completion of the Shaw-
Marks: Avenuo Underpasscs and their open;ng to vehicular traffic,
the exlst;ng and’ temporary Shaw Avenue crossings ‘be closed and
physically removed.. ,

5.. Public convenmence, neoesszty, and safety requlre
construction of the Shaw-Marks Avenue Underpasses-

6.  Public sa.ety requires that protectlon at the temporary
detour grade crossing be two Standard No. 9. automatzc gate-type
s;gnals (Generxral Order (GO). 75 -C).

7. City is the lead agency for thms project under CEQA, as
amended.

8. The Commission.is‘atresponsible agency,for this,project
and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's
categorlcal exemption determlnatlon. ‘ n

9. It c¢an be- seen.wmth certaznty that there is no

possxbzlmty that the act;v;ty in quest;on may have a sxgnirzcant
eftect on the envxronment.

j L ' ‘ W

"l. The appllcatmon should be granted as set forth in the
followxng order. :

2. The act;vmty is not covered by the requmrements set forth
in CEQA and, therefore, the Guldellnes (14 cal. Adm;n. Code -

Div. 6) concerning the evaluatmon of projects and the preparatzon
and rev;ew ot envmronmental documento do not apply.v

IT XS ORDERED that: | L _
1.  The City of Fresno (City) 'is authorized to, construct the
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Shaw Avenue and the Marks Avenue Underpasses (Shaw-Marks -
Underpasses) under the tracks of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Rallway Company‘’s (AT&SF) main line in Fresno, Fresno: County, at
the locatlon and subs stantially as. shown by plans: attached to the
application, to be identified as. Crosszngs 2=-1004. 2-B and
2=-1004.5-B, respectxvely- .

2. City is alse. author;zed to construct a temporary detour
grade crossing of Shaw Avenue across a shoo!ly track wh;ch wxll be
required during the perzod ot construct;on.

3. Protection at the temporary detour grade crossing shall
be two Standard No. 9 gate-type signals (GO 75=C) .

4. Upon completxon of the Shaw-Marks Avenue Underpasses and
their opening to vehicular traffzc, the exlst;ng Shaw Avenue grade
crossing, Crossing 2-1004.2, and’ temporary detour crosszng shall be
closed and physically removed.

5. Clearances shall be in accordance w;th GO 26-D.

6. Walkways shall con:orm to GO 118. Walkways adjacent to
any trackage subject to rail operations shall be: ma;nta;ned free of
obstructions and shall be promptly restored to their orzglnal
condition in the event of damage durmng constructzon.

7. Construction and maintenance costs shall be .borne in
accordance with an agreement to be entered 1nto between parties. A
copy of the agreement,.together with plans of the crossxngs
approved by AT&SF, shall be filed w;th the CommlSSLOR prlor to
commenc;ng constructlon. Should the partxes«fall to agree, the

Commxfsmon w;ll apportzon the costs oi construct;on and ma;ntenance
by further order.

8. Within 30 days atter complet;on of the. work.under thzs
order,.CLty shall not;fy the Commzss;on 1n wrztzng ot the
' completmon of the work authorized.(
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‘ 9. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
three years unless of the effective date of this order time
isextended or if the above conditions are not éompligdAwith.
Authorization may be revdked«or modified if public convenience,
necessity, or safety so require. \

10. The application is granted as. set forth above.
This order is effectzve today.-
. Dated . ‘ & N at San Franc;sco, Call'ornma.
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WESLEY FRANKLIN,/ Acting Executivo. Dircetor
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