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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the State of california, ) 
Department of Transportation, for an order) 
authorizing the Department to: Build a ) 
new crossinq at separated grades over the ) Application 88-1.0-022 
track of the Southern, Pacific ) (Filed October 12, 1988) 
Transportation Company in· the City of San ) 
LorenZO-f' Alameda County " California... ) 

------------------------------------) 

As part of the project to connect the west~ound lanes of 
State Route 238, to the southbound lanes of Interstate Route (I) 
88,0, The State of California,. Department of Transportation' 
(Caltrans), requests authority to, construct the ""Route 2'38/880 
Connector overcrossinq~, over the tracks of Southern Pacific 
Transportation, Company's (SPT) main line in Alameda CO\mty. 

The proposed overhead will be located north of and 
immediately adjacent to the e:x:istinq Route 238 OVe%'head" poe No. 0-
l7 • "-A, (a .)t,. a. the Clark Avenue Overhead), 'in an unincorporated 

.' . 
section of Alueda County known as San Lorenzo. c~nstruction of 
the, overhead will reduce traffic delay and congestion· on local 
roads. 

caltrans is the lead agency for this project under the 
California Environmental. Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA) , as amended, 
Pu~lic Resources (PR) Code Sections 2'1000, et seq.. After 
preparation and review of an Environmental Assessment/Initial 
stUdy,. Caltrans 'issued a Neqative 'Deelarat'ion ~d approved 'the 
projeet.. On April 9, l~86·,.a Noti~e: o~:OetermiM.tion was 'filed 
with the state Of·tice ot' 'P,lannin9': and .. ~~s~arch, '. Which. found that'" 
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"The project will not have a significant effect on the 
environment." 

The Commission is a responsible agency tor this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and cOnSidered the lead 4qency~s 
Initial Study and Negative Declaration.. The site of ,the proposed 
project has, been inspected: by the Commission"s Safety Division . . . '. 
Traffic Engineering s,taff.. The staff recommends issuance of an ex 
parte oreler authorizing the requested grade'sepa::at~on~ 

The application meets the filing ::equirements. of the 
Commission's Rules, of P%ac:tice and Procedu~e,. including Rule 38, 
which relates to the cons;truction of 'a, public highway, across a 
railroad. A sketch of the', ,project vicinity is included as Append.ix 
A. 

Notice of the application was· publisheci in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on,October 17, 1988:. No p;rotests have 
been received~ A public hearing is not necessary. 
linding$ o£ fas:t. 

1. Cal trans requests, authority under "PubliC ,Utilities Code 
Sections 1201-12'05' to construct the Route~ 2'38/880 Connector 
overcro~sing at separated" grades over the tracks of Sn"s'main line 
in Alamed'a County'. 

2.. The crossing is an essential element of I-SSO. 
3. Public convenience, necessity" anci safety require 

construction of the Route 238/880 Connector Overcrossing_ 
4. Cal trans is, the lead agency for this project uncie:: CEQA, 

as amendeci. 
5,. The Commiss,ion is a responsible: agency, for, th.i.8 proj~t, 

and has, reviewed' anci considered the lead', ageney"s Init'ial Study and· 
Negative Declaration~ . 

6·. The: project wiil'.hav~ no siqnificant!1npact on the 
, '. ." 

environment. .~ 
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conclJ&sicm ot Lay, 

The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order., , 

.2 B.D' ~ B' 

IT' IS ORDERED that: 
1. The State of California, DepartlUent of 'l'ransportaion 

(Caltrans), is authorized to, construct the Route'238/8S0 Connector 
Overcrossinq at separated qradesover the tracks of Southern 
Pacific Transportation Company's (SPT), lUain line in Alameda County,. 
at the location and substantially as shown by plans attached to, the 

" I , " ' 

application, to be identified', as crossinq D-17 .68-A~ 
2. Clearances shall be 'in accordance with General Order (GO) 

26-D; except that durinq .. the' periOd of construction a clearance of 
not 'less than 21,' - 6" above top of rail shall be authorized and 
SPT shall be authorized to' operate with such reduced overhead 
clearance provided that instructions, are issued' by the railroad and 
filed. with the COlnlllissionforbiddinqemployees toride'on tops of 
cars beneath the structure. 

3. Caltrans shall notify the Commission and ,SP'rat least 15, 
but not lUore than 30, clays in advance'ot the ,date when the 
temporary impaired clearance will be created. 

4. Walkways shall conform to GO, 11a. Walkways adjacent to 
any trackage sub:fect to, rail operations sha,ll be' maintained tree of 
obstructions anci shall be promptly'restored,tOtheir 'oriqinal 
conciit.ion', in the event' of dama9'e during eo%lStrue~,ion·_' ' 
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S. Construction and maintenance costs shall be ))orne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into, between the 
pa~ties. A copy of the agreement, toqether with plans of the 
crossing approved by, sn', shall, be . filed, with ,the Commission prior 
to. commencing,. construction. Should .the parties. tail to a9X'ee" the 
·Comm·iss.ion will apportion'. the eostsof construction and. maintenance 
by fUrther order., 

6. Within ·30 days atter completion of the work under this. 
order,. Caltrans sha1l advise the Commission in writing that 'the . 
authorized work has :been completed •. 

7. This authorization shail expire if not exercised within 
" . 

three years unless time is extenc1ec1· or if the above ,con,c1i tions are 
noteomplied with. Authorization m~y be revoked or moeiified, if 
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require-. 

S. The' application is granted· as. set, to~' above .. , ' 
'I'his order becomes effective 3.0 daystromtoclay_ 
Dated' . ,SEP' 7'1989 .~.: at.s~n Fra~eis·co-;calitornia., 
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FREDERICK It" DUDA. 
, .:STANEt W. IU.ETT 

, JOHN 8., OHNIAN 
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