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Decision 89-09-080 September 27, 1989 

BEFORE THE POBLIC UTILITIES'COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN1A 

Application o·f· the City of Galt to, 
construct on~ ~rade crossing,of the 
Southern Pacl.fl.c Transportat:J.on 
Company OG Line, lone Branch at 
Carillion Boulevard in said City of 
Galt., State of California. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

----------------------------) 
Op:rNIO.N 

rm,m r.1 ~ n'~ h\ n 
\Jlj GllU.~UW~t-b 

Application 89-05-049 
(Filed May 22, ·1989) 

As part of the project to dovolop the Northeast Specific 
Plan Area, the City of Galt (City) requests authority to construct 
Carillion Boulevard at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific 
Transportation Company's (SP'!') lone Branch Line in Galt, Sacramento 
County. 

The project involves the construction of approximately 
3,600 residential units· on a 1,250 acre undeveloped area within the 
city. Adverse impacts include groundwater arawdown ana quality 
reduction; loss of vernal pool habitat; pressure for strip· 
development along highway to interior commercial sites; increased 
traffic and noise levels; and need tor new schools. Mitigation 
measures include support by City of County efforts to develop a 
surface water supply for the Galt area, ana to, impose greater 
restriction on inaustrial uses; botanical surveys, followed by 
avoidance or transportation if needed;- vigorous implementation of 
the specific plan; formation of Assessment Districts to finance 
noise abatement; aonation of land and financing school construction 
per specific plan. 

City is the lead agency for this project unaer the 
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Publie Resources Cod.e Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation 
and review of an Environmental Impact Report' (EIR) , City approved 
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the project. On September 2, 1987, a Notice of Determination 
was filc~ with the sacramento County Clerk which found that H~hc 
project will have a significant effect on the environment. H 

~he Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 

The application meets the filing requirements of the 
Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure" including Rule 38, 
which relates to the construction of a public highway acrO$$ a 
railroad. A sketch of the project vicinity is set forth as 
Appendix 'A'. 

A ru]:)ber crossing surface, which City has agreed. to 
provide at SPT's request,. is not inclu~e~ within the Standards of 
the Commission's General Order (GO) 72-B. Since there appears to 
be ample justification for the installation of a rubber crossing 
surface in this instance, an exemption from GO 72-B·to permit the 
installation will be granted. 

The site o·f the proposed crossing has been inspected by 
the Commission's Safety Division Traffic Engineering staff. The 
staff examined the nee~ for and safety of the proposed project, and 
recommends issuance of an ex parte order authorizing construction 
of the proposed 9rade crossing subject to the installation of 
automatic gate-type signals. with cantilevers as protection. 

Notice o·f the· application was published. in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on May 2'5" 1989. No protests have been 
received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findings of Fact 

1.. City requests authority under Public Utilities CPU) 
Code Sections 120l-l20~ to' constructCarillion Boulevard at grade 
across the tracks of SPT's lone Branch Line in Galt, Sacramento 
County. 

2. Construction of the carillion Boulevard grade 
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cross ins is· required to provide access to the proposed development 
of the Northeast Specific Plan Area. 

3. PUblic convenience and necessity require construction 
of tho proposed railroad-highway grade crossins. 

4.. Public safety requires that protection at the 
crossins be two Standard No. 9-A automatic gate-type signals with 
cantilevers (GO 7S-C). 

5·. The public and the railroad will benefit from. 
installation of a rubber crossing surface. 

6. City is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, 
as amended. 

7... The commission is a responsible agency for this 
project and has reviewed and considored the lead agency's ElR .. 

8. The project will have a significant effect on the 
environment; however, the' adopted mitigation measures will reduce 
the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels~ 
Conclusions of L~w 

1.. The application should be granted as set forth in tho 
fo,llowing order. 

2.. An exemption from GO 72-B should be granted: to permit 
installation of a rubber crossing surface~ 

9...ROEB 

IT' IS ORDERED that: 
1.. the City of Galt (City) is authorized to· construct 

carillion Boulevard at grade across the tracks Southern Pacific 
Transportation company's (S.P'I') lone Branch. Line in Galt, at the 
location and substantially as shown by the plans attached to the 
application, to· be identified as Crossing OG-113.7. 

2. City is granted' an exemption from the provisions of GO 
72-B-' to· permit instal.lation of a rubber ,crossing surface. 
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3. Construction of the crossing shall'be in accord.ance with 
the provisions of GO 72-B except that a ,rubber crossinq surface 
shall be installed .. 

4. Clearances sholl be in a~cordance with GO 26-0. Walkways 
,shall conform to GO l18. 

5. Protection at the crossing- shall be two Standard No. 9-A 
automatic gate-type siqnals with cantilevers, (GO-7s,...C) .. 

6. construction expense of the crossing and installation 
cost of the automatic protection shall be borne by City .. 

7. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform to· GO 72-8. 
Maintenance cost of the automatic protection shall be borne by City 
under PU Code Section 1202.2 .. 

8. Construction plans of the crossin; .. approved. by SP'l',. 
together with a copy of the agreement entered into- between the 
parties" shall be filed with the Commission prior to- commenCing 
construction. 

9. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, City shall notify the Commission in writin; that the 
authorized 'Work has been completed' • 

10. This authorization shall expire it not exercised within 
two-years unless ,time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not comp,lied with. Authorization may be revoked or ,moc1i!ied. it 
public convenience, necessity,orsatety so require • 
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11.. The application is· granted as. set !orthabove • 

-. 

This order become::;, effective 30 d·ays, from ,today .. 
Dated. SEP'·2 7 19S9 ,at san· Francisco',. California. 
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G.. MITCHELL WILl< 
President 

STANIEl w.. HO't.E'rT. 
JOHN 3. OHANIAN 
PAZUCIA H. ECDRT 

Commissioner:;. 

Commissioner Frederiek R. Duda" 
beinq·' necessarily absent, did 
notiparticip.~te. 
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Decision 89 09 080 SEP 2 71989· 
BEFORE 'I'HE PUBLIC UTILITIES· COMMISSION 

Application o,f the City, of Galt to ) 
construct one ~rade cross,ing of the ), .[ 
Southern Pacifl:c Transportation ) Application 89 .... 05-049 
company OC Line r lone Branch at ), (File/e1"MAY,27,'1989) 
Car,illion Boulevard in said City ot ) 
Gal t, State of California.- ) 

~ ) 

o ~ I N I 2» ~ 

As part, of the proj,ect to develo,p, the Northeast Specific 
Plan Area, the City of Galt (City) requ~s authority to' construct 
carillion Boulevard at 9rade across the tracks of Southern Pacific 
Transportation company's (SP'I') :rone-- afanch Line in Galt, sacramento 
County.. . / 

The project involves the construction of approximately 
I 

3,600 residenti~l units on a 1,2'50 acre undeveloped area within the 
city. Adverse impacts include/groundwater cirawdown and quality 

/ 

reduction; loss o,f vernal pool habitat~ pressure for strip 
development along hi9hway t£ interior commercial sites~ increased 
traffic and noise levels;/and need tor new schools. Mitigation 
measures include support/bY,City of County efforts to develop. a 

/ 
surface water supply tor the Galt area, and to impose qreater 
restriction 0-. inc1ust';lal uses.~ botanical surveys,. followed by 

avoidance or transpo,rtation if needed,;:- vigorous implementation of 
the specific Plan;-~orrnation of Assessment Districts to finance 
noise abatement; donation of lane1 and financing school construction 

" / per spee~f~e plan. 
I 

City ff the lead agency for this project under the 
California En~ronmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA)" as amended,. 
Pu~lic Resou21'c::es: Code Sections 21000', et seq. After preparation 
ana review· clf an Environmental Impact Report (ElR), City' approved I ..... 

- 1 -



.' 

• 

.. . 
A.89-05,-049 S·O/EPT/bcy 

the project. On September 2, 1987, a Notice 0'£ Determination 
was filed with the Sacramento County Clerk which found that "'The 
project will have a significant· effect on the environmen~.'" 

The Commission is a responsible ageney for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR/ 

The appl ication meets.' the tiling requirements of th~ 
, I' 

Commission's Rules of Practice and. Procedure, including Ru'le 38, 

'" which relates. to the construction of a pUblic highway across a 
, ~ 

railroad. A sKetch 'of the project vieinity is set forth as 
, / 

Appendl.x 'A'. /' 
A rubber crossing surface, which City has agreed to 

I 

provide at SP'I"s request, is not included with~t:1J the Standards ot 
the Commission's General Order (GO) 72-B·. since there appears to 
be ample justification for the installation/of a rubber crossing 
surface in this instance~ an exemption fro~GO 72-~ to permit the 
installation will be granted. ;" 

The site of the proposed crossing has been inspected by 
I 

the Commission's Safety Division T=afftic Engineering statf. The 
, d / staff examl.ne ' the need for and saf~ty of the proposec1 project" and 

recommends issuance ot an ex parte/order authorizing construction 
ot the proposed grade crossing SUbject- to- the installation of 
automatic gate-type signals w.ithl~antilevers as-protection. 

Notice of the application was published in the 
Cornl'tlission's Oaily Calenclar or! May 25-, 19S9. No· protests have been 

I 

received. A pUblic hearing ris not necessary .. 
Findings of Fact / 

1. City reque~~& authority under PUblic Utilities (PO) 
Code Sections 1201-12<0'S,/to construct car~llionBoul:evard' at qrade 
across the traCKS ot. S~,"s lone B%'aneh Line in Galt". Sacramento 
County. '/, 

z.. constriction of the Carillion Boulevar~ qrade 

.I 
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crossing is required to provide access to· the proposed development 
of the Northeast Specific Plan Area. 

3. Public convenience and necessity require construction 
o·f the proposed· railroac:l-h.ighway grac:le crossing ... 

4. Public safety requires that protection at th~ 
crossing :be two Standard No. 9-A automatic gate-type signals with 
cantilevers (GO 7 S.-C) • I 

s. The public and the railroad will :benefi~from 
installation of a· rubber crossing surface. ;I 

6. City if the lead agency for this profect uncter CEQA-, 
as amended. ~ 

7. The Commis~ion is a responsible agency for this 
project and has reviewed and considered the l/ac:l agency's. EIR. 

;I , 

8 .. The project will have a signiflicant.effect on the 
environmenti however, the adopted mitigatioh measures will reduce 

J ~ 
the severity of the adverse impacts to' acceptable levels. 
Conclusions of Law / . 

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. ;I 

2. An exemption trom GO ~-a should be granted to permit 
installation of a rubber crOSSing surface. 

I 
ORPER 

I 
/ 

IT IS ORDERED that:/ 
l. The City of Galt ,,(City) is authorized to, construct 

Carillion Boulevard at grade across the tracks Southern Pacific 
Transportation company's /cSP'I') lone Branch Line in Galt" at the 
location and SUbstantia~lY as shown by the plans attached to· the 
application, to· be identitiedas. Crossing DG-113.7. 

2.. ci ty is gr~ted an exemption from 'the provisions of '. GO 
I.. . . . , , 

72-S:to.permit installation of'a r.u~be2:' crossing surface .. 

- 3 -


