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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA: 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES COUN'I'~ 'I'RANSPO~A'I'ION ) 

COMMISSION ) 
for an order authorizing the ) 
construction of light rail vehicle ) 
tracks at separated. grad.e above ) 
Santa Fe Avenue ,- the alt,e:rnation of ) 
a three track crossing a'c grade into) 
a one track crossinq at ';rade across) 
Santa" Fe Avenue - in the C,ounty of ) 
Los Angeles, California. ) 

Application 86-08-035 
(Filed "August 22, 1986) 

(Amenaea December 9, 1986) 

INTERIM OPINION AHD ORDERMOOIFYING PECISION 87-07-011 - , 

On July 29, 198:7, we issuea Decision (0.) 87-07-077 in 
Application (A.) 86-08-035· authorizing the Los Angeles county 
'I'ransportation co:mmission (IoAC'l'C) to remove two and relocate one 
of Southern Pacific Transportation company's _ (SPT) Wilmington , 
Branch Line tracks at grade across Santa Fe : Avenue in Los Angeles' 
County. 

By Petition for: Modification of 0.87-07-077 filed June 21, 
1989', :tAC'I'C requests that the Commission issue an Order Mo­
difying 0.8-7-07-077, to authorize the construction of light rail , 

, , 

vehicle (LRV) tracks at separated grades over Santa Fe Avenue. 
LAC'I'C states in the Petition that the Interim. Order (O .. 8~-

; 

07-077) specifically states that LAC'I'C was not authorized to 
construct the grade separation structure of the two- LRV tracks 
until such a time as the Commission ruled by further order on the" 
need to- install railings on aerial structures. 

LAC'I'C further states that,. HAs part of the ettort to , 
eonstruct the _ Long Beach~Los Angeles. Rail- 'I':l:ansit Project" LAC'rC :1 

has submitted ~ourteen applications- te>,the commission tor authority 
'I II 
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to build liqht rail vehicle (LRV) tracks at separatedqrades. The 
Commission has issued twelve Interim Orders concerninq these 
Applications." 

In all but one, LACTC was qranted authority to, construct I 

the tracks pendinq resolution ot the need to install railings on 
the aerial structures. The' Order regarding, Santa" Fe Avenue 'was the I 

only one in which the Commission tailecl'to grant LAC'I'C the 
necessary authority to build the LRV tracks (0.87-07-077) .. ', 

Construction of, these tracks must' be allowed to· continue I 

whi~e the handrail issue is 'being resolved in order to avoid' costly 
delays. This is an important transit pro,ject' that,. once 
operational, will provide a Significant improvement in 
transportation access for Los Angeles commuters, as well as reduce 
vehicular emis,sions in Los Ange'les county." 

The Safety Division Traffic Engineering staff, after 
viewing the projects in the tield as' well as reviewing constructio~ 
plans and prior Commission decisions and interim, orders, is of 
the pinion that LACTCl's request has lIIerit and should ,,'be qrantecl. 
The twel:ve Interim Or,clers concerning ·the LACTC applications are 
shown on Page 1 of Appendix' "A"; 

PISCUSSION 

During the course of plaMing ancl review the Commission'si 
Rai:ljTransi t P'lanning ancl' policy Branch was initially of the 
opinion that consideration should 'be qiven.to the ,installation ot 

, 

railings and walkways on LRV aerial structures, at such locations 
" . I 

wher,e installation, might appear clesirable on the, Lonq Bea,ch-Los 
Angeles Rail Transit Project., After several meetings: by all the 
concernecl parties ~urin; a two year time frame, LACTC advisecl the I 

Commission that it believed it could successfully sa:tisfy the I 

individual concerns of ,the aftected aqencies along the corridor. Xt 
I' '. " ~ 

was their intention to· 2!~ddress and' resolve each issue with each 
agency ,on a case-by-case, Aqency":'by-aqency" basis ... , I 

, I 
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LACTC :further believes that because 'of the unique ,and. 
d.iverse circumstances associated with each seqment ot, the project~ 
that their proposed course o:f action would satisfactorily resolve 
any concerns of the transit corridor agencies as well as 
reservations that the Commission staff may have had' initially, 

, I 

concerning the issue of handrail/walkways for the Long Beach-
Los Angeles Rail Transit Project aerial structures. 

Because of the urgency of this project and the need. for 
LACTC to' move ahead.' with the' construction, of this im~ortant seqmen~ 
of LR'I' system. we will issue an order 9ranting interim authority !o:~ 
the construction of LRV tracks as requested. DY applicant in 
petition for modification. A later final order will be issued 
addressing the question of aerial structures in this:proceeding and 
in those other proceeding'S where this question 'has, been raisecl 
(Applications 86-08-035-, 87-12-034,.88-08-005,. 8'8-06':"037, and 88-
06-024, et al) This will allow tor:· a more comprehensive and 
consistent treatment of these' ,related matters,. without unduly 
delaying LACTC~s necessary construction work at the Santa Fe Aventlle , , 

site now. The Safety Oivision's Traffic Eng'ineering Section has 
studied the need'for the proposed grade separation and recommends 
that one be granted. at this location~ 

LAC'I'C wishes to· commence construction the santa Fe Avenu~l~ 
aerial structure at the earl,iest possible in order to meet the 
completion date of J,une 1990. It is therefore requested that the ! 

usual 30-day effective date on an order be waived'. We will make our 
order effective immed.iately •. 
Findings of Fact ..! 

1. LAC'I'C requests. authority und.er PuDlic Utilities Code! 
" 

Sections 1201-120$ to construct two LRV tracks at separated. 9'rade~ 
over Santa Fe Avenue in Los Angeles county. 
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2. Construction of the LRV tracks at separated grades 
over Santa Fe Avenue is an essential element in the construction of 
the LRT system. 

3. Public convenience, necessity,. and safety require 
construction of "the two LRV tracks at separated grades over santa 
Fe Avenue as indicated in Appendix *A* attached, to this order. 

4. The need for railing's and- walkways on LRVaerial 
structures. will be dealtwi:th by further order of the Commission. 
Conelysions 0: L~w 

1. The Petition for ModIfication of Oecision (0.) 87-07- 1

, 

077 should kle granted as set forth' in, the following order. 
Z.. The usual :lO-day effective elate on an. order, should: ~ 

waived as t.ACTC.wishes to· commence construction, of t~~'project at 
the earliest possiklle date. 

INTERIM OEDER 

-IT IS ORDERED that: I 

1. The- Los Anqeles County Transportation Commission 
(LACTC) is authorized, to construct two LRV tracks at separated 
grades over Santa Fe Avenue,. to be identified a~ crossinq84L-14.4-': 
S. in Los Angeles County, at the locatio,n and, substantiaIly as shownl] 

I 

by plans attached to· the apP,lication and Appendix NAN :o! this 
order. 

2. Clearance~ and walkways sh~ll be in accordance with 
, . 

General Order (GO) 143. 
3. Construction and maintenance costs- shall be borne in 

, .accordance with an agreement which·has been entered into between 
the parties .. A copy of the agreement has: been :filed. with the 
Commission. 

4. The Commis'sion, will, issue' a final: -order concerninq 
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APPENDIX "A" 

, Location Application # Interim pecision' 

Santa Fe Avenue 86-08-035, 87-07-077* 
Firestone Blvd. 87-12-034 88-03-03'1 
Owens Corning Spur 88-08-005, 88-12-0,07 
UP San Pedr~ Branch 88-10-008' 89-02-0$~, 

Lon9 Beaeh Freeway 88-10-01S. 89-01-031 , 
Dawson Spur 88-11-00'1 89-04-006 
Rosecrans Avenue 88'-11-030 89-03-036,: 
Dominquez Junction 88.-12-02'1 89-04-03'3 
Slauson Avenue 8S-12-029 89-04-01Z 
Alameda Street 8 S-l Z",:, 0 3:3 , 89-04-039 
60th,Stree;t 88,-12'-054 89-04:-065-

, ' 

AT&SF, HarborSubdiv. 89'~01-044 ' 89-04-063 

*This is the only Interim Order that specifically forbids the 
construction of two r.:RV tracks at separatedgrad'es, pending 
resolution of the handrail walkway. issue. All other: orders. 
all'ow construction ofT.:RV tracks at 'separated., grades., pending 
a final order., 
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railings and walkways on aerial structures ata later,date. 
s. Within 30 days atter completion ot the work under this 

order, LACTC shall notify the Commission in writin9 that the 
authorized work has ~een completed. 

6. This authorization shall expire it not exercised 
within three years unless time is extended or if the abOve 
conditions are not complied with. Authorization may De revoked. or 
modified if public convenience,. necessity, or sa,tety so require. 

7. The application is qranted as'set-forth above. 
This- order ";,1s effective ,today. -
Dated-NOY 3:'1989' at San Franc;isco'f california. 

",,',' 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMlSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION ) 

COMMISSION ) 
for an order authorizing the ) 
construction of light rail vehicle ) 
tracks at separated grade above ) 
Santa 'Fe Avenue, the alternation of ) 
a three track crossing at grade into) 
a one track crossing at grade across) 
Santa Fe Avenue-~nth~.county of, ) 

/ 

/ 
APPlLion 86-08-03$ 

(Filled Auqust 22, 1986) 
(Amended December 9, 1986) 

I 
ORDER MODIFYING DECISION 87-07-077 

, / ' -

On July 29, '1987, we i'Ssued Decision (0 .. ) 87-07-077 in 
I 

Application (A .. ) 86-08-03$ authorizing the Los Angeles county 
Transportation Commission' ,Lic'I'C) to remove two- and relocate one 

, . I . t • • of Southern PacJ.fJ.c 'I'ransp~tatl.on Company's (SPTJ WJ.lm:Lngton 
Branch Line tracks at grade across Santa Fe Avenue in Los Angeles 
county. I -

By Petition fO~Modification of D.87-07-077~filed June 21, 
1989, LAC'I'C requests tliat'the Commission issue an Order Mo­
difying D.87-07-077~ do authorize the construction of light rail 
vehicle (LRV) tracks/at separated grades over santa Fe Avenue. 

LACTC statJs in the Petition that the Interim Order (0.87-
I -

07-077) specifically states that LAC'I'C was not authorized to. 
I . 

construct the grad.e separatl.on structure of the two LRV tracks 
until such a time/as the Commission ruled by further order on the 
need to, install railings on aerial structures. 

LAC'I'C further states that,. ~As part of the eftor-t to 
construct the Long Beach-Los Angeles Ra~l· Transit Project, LAC'I'C 
has submitted fourteen ap~lieations to· the Commission tor'authority 

- 1 -


