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NOV 3 1989 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC O"I'ILITIES COMMISSION OF'I'HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter ot the Application of ) 
ALI HOMS·I, dba LAX CHEQUER VAN, for ) 
a certiticate ot pUblic convenience ) 
and necessity to operate as a ) 
passenger stage corporation tor the ) 
transportation of passengers and ) 
baggage between points in Los Angeles) 
and Oranqe counties, on the one hand,) 
and Los Angeles International ) 
Airport (LAX)" Burbank Airport (BUR) , ) 
Long Beach Airport(x"s) ,John 'Wayne ) 
Airport (SNA), and the Los Angeles ) 
Har1:)or Area,. on the other hand • ) 

--------------------------------, 

Application 89-06-019 
(Filed June 15, 1989) 

WilliAm A, Turkish, Attorney at Law, for 
Ali Homsi, applicant. 

S. E.. Rowe" by K. p, Walpert, tor the 
Department of Transportation, City ot 
Los' Angeles, protestant. , 

Macponals1 Ebi Esule, for the Transportation· 
DiVision. ' 

OP;XNXQN 

Ali Homsi (applicant) ,. doing l:>usiness as LAX Chequer Van, 
requests authority under Public utilities (PO') Code § 1301, et 
seq., to· establish and operate an on-call passenger stage 
corporation service tor the transportation of passengers and their 
baggage between points ,in :t.os Anqeles and Orange counties, on the 
one hand, and Los Angeles International Airport (LAX), Burbank 
Airport, Amtrak Station, Long Beach Airport,- John Wayne Ai:port, 
and, the Los Angeles Harbor Area, on the other hand. 

A protest having been tiled by the Los Angeles Department 
ot Transportation (City), a. duly noticed puJ:)liehearil'lg was held-•. 
before Administrative Law Judge orville I..-Wright in'Los. AIlgele~ .on 
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August 2, 1989. The matter was submitted upon the tiling ot the 
transcript 'on August 18, 1989. 
Applicant' fe M4ence 

Applicant testified that he has been operating taxi cabs 
carrying passengers to and trom~~ tor three years and seeks a 
passenger stage corporation certiticate to meet increasing demand 
tor on-call van service trom his existinq clientele and trom th~ 
general public.. Applicant stated. that he has observed the 
transportation business, grow in the Los Angeles area~ particularly' 
share-the-ride entities. such as SuperShuttle,. and believes that 
there is every indication that multi-passenger vans will continue 
to displace the private automobile in intra-county travel. 

A driver tor a presently certificated.' on-call van 
operator tl~stitied that he continually' sees many people waiting . tor 
van, service at LAX and more on-call service is j.ustitied., 

~his testimony was supported by survey' responses ot 127 
travelers who have used applicant's taxi service,. were satistied 
with that service,. and would, use applicant's certiticated service 
if it was prompt,. dependable, and reasonably priced ... 

Three ot applicant'"s taxicab customers appeared in 
person at the hearing to express· theirs~tistaetionwith 
applicant's present service and support for his. proposed expanded. 
operations. 

Applicant proposes to· utilize S late-model ,vans in 
transportation service if the requestedcertitieate is granted:. 
His:balance sheet shows total assets ot $216,.000 and· net worth ot 
$165-,000· as of July 27, 1989. 
city's Evidence 

City's participation in the hearing developed the record 
with respect to, tinancial pr~jeetions and the ability ot applicant 
to· concluet the sought service.. Applicant,.s projected annual income 
state.ment,... showing $106",.445- profit before taxes., .. was shown to· be of 
questionable validity;.' 
. :' .", 
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City produced a record of two citations issued to 
applicant:: one on September 24" 1986, for an inoperative righ~' 
headlight (high beam)r and a second on September 2&, 1988, for not 
wearing a taxi driver's. identificati.on badge and. for not having 
filled out his daily waybill. (Applicant could recall only the 
latter infraction., 

Applicant and City stipulated that the Commission could 
consider the same evidence and cross-examination in this proceeding 
as that adduced in Application 89-01-006; i.e. protestant produced 
two witnesses who· testified to the heavy traffic cong6stionat. tAX 
and who also· expressed the opinion that there is adequate on~call,. 
door-to-door transportation at· the present time .. . . 

Discussion 
Need for applicant's service has been demonstrated in 

this proceeding by evidence that applicant has conducted taxicab 
operations to· and from LAX and throughout the Los Angeles area for 

, ' " 
some three years and has developed a substantial cadre of satis~ied 
travelers \<Iho would use the prol?osed on-call seMce'if it is-. 
certificated. 

Applicant is cautioned that taxicab· vehicles are not to 
be used in certificated passenger stage corporation service. 

While· applicant's revenue .and expense projections appear 
wanting in reliability, we note' that applic:ant'sbalance sheet 
indicates SUfficient financial resources to· inaugurate the proposed 
service .. 

City's testimony that there is· adequate on~eall service 
at LAX is based on visual observations of vans leaving the airport 
by two employees, each ot whom admitted that ~o attempt was made to 
conduct a definitive survey, according to the stipulation .. 

with. respect to airport . congestion, we observe that the 
Los Angeles Department of Airports is. not a party. to this· 
proceeding, and, that aqeney's.pe~ission to'· enter' LAx must be' 
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obtained in addition to certification ~y this Commission if the 
proposed operation is to go- into effect. 
Waiver of Pr0R9sed DecisiQD 

At the close .:of the hearinq, applicant moved to waive the 
filing of and comment on' the proposed decision (Rule 77.1,. Rules of 
Practice and Procedure). 

City'opposed the- motion, statinqthat supervisory 
personnel at the Departlnent of Transportation would· use the comment 
period to point outfaetual or technical errors. in the proposed. 
decision. 

We will qrant the motion in. this case as,- in. our view, 
protestant has not m.et its burden ofd.em.onstrating that the filing 
and comment procedure is in,the- p~lic·interest. 

Findings_ot hc:t 
1. Applicant ha$ the a~ility, equipment, and financial 

resources- to perform the proposed service. 
2'. P1.Wlic convenience and necessity require the proposed 

service .. 
3-.. It ean be seen. w;i. th certainty that there is no 

possibility thatthe-aetivity in question :may have a significant 
effect on the environment. 

4. As this application is essentially an expansion of 
existing service,. the' order should be effective on date' of si9'llinq­
Conclusion 0: Law 

Public convenience and necessity have been demonstrated 
and a certificate should be qranted •. 

only the amount paid to-.the State for operative rights 
may be used- in rate fixinq. The State may grant any nUlDber of. 
rights and may:eancel ormod:i.fy the' :monopoly feature of these 
righ.ts at any t:i.:me .... 
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ORDEB 

IT' IS' ORDERED that: 
1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 

qranted to Ali Homsi, authorizing him to, operate as a passenger 
stage corporation,. as defined in PO' Code § 22&, between the points 
and over the routes set forth in Appendix PSC-S8S9, to transport 
persons and baggage. 

2. Applicant shall: 
a. File a written acceptance of this 

certificate. within 30 days after this order 
is effective.. . 

b. Establish the authorized service and file 
tariffs and timetables within l20 days 
atter this order is etfective. 

c. State in his tariffs and timetables when 
service will start;. allow at le~st 10 dayS.1 
notice to· the Commission; and make 
timetables· and tariffs effective 10 or more 
days. after this o~der is effective. 

ci. Comply with General Orciers Series 79, 98, 
101,. and 104, and the california Highway 
Patrol safety rules. 

e. Maintain accounting records in conformity 
with. the Uniform System of Accounts.. 

f. Remit to' the commission the Transportation 
Reimbursement Fee required by PO' Code § 403 
when notified by mail" to· do so. 

3. Prior to initiating service to, any airport, applicant 
shall notify the airport authority involved. This certificate does 
not authorize the holder to, conduct any operations on the property 
of or into any airport Unless. such operation. i~, authorized by both. 
this Commission and" the airport authority involved· •. 
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4. Applicant is authorized to ~e9in operations on the date 
that the Executive Director mails a notice to applicant that he has 
evidence of insurance is on file with the conunission and that the 
California Highway Patrol has approved the use of applicant~s 
vehicles for service. 

This order is effective today. 
Dated NOV .3:' 1989: at san Francisco., California • 

. . 

G.. MITCJe.L WIJ(. 
PnIsIdInt 

FREOERICK'R. DUDA 
STANLEY ·W • . tu..m 
J(Ho.I ... So.' OHANAN· . 
PATRICIA M •. EO<ERT 

Comr'nIeIionera 
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Appendix PSC-585,9 
, ",' 

Ali Homsi 

CERTIFICATE 

OF 

original 'title'Page 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

PSC";'SSS9 

TO OPERATE AS 

PASSENGER STAGE CORPORATION 

Showing passenger stage operative rights, restrietions, , limitations, 
exceptions, and privileges applicable thereto. 

All changes and amendments as authorized by 
the ~lic Utilities Commission of the State,ot,california 

will be made 'as revised pages or added, ~ri9'inal, pages., 

Issued underauth~rity of Decision _____ ~ ___ 'jl1 ___ 0_~ _____ , dated 

____ ,N_O_,Y __ 3_1_98_9_,_ of the Public Utilities commission of the 

State of California in Application 89-06";;019. 
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Appendix PSC-S8S9 

SEC'rION 1 .. 

SECTION 2. 

SECTION 3 • 

Ali Homsi Oriqinal Paqe l· 

I N P E X 

GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RESTRIC'rIONS, 
LDcrTATIONS,. ANI:) SPECIFICATIONS·· _ ••••• _ •• _ • _ • • • •• 2 

SERVICE· AREA DESCRIP'l'IONS·..................................... 3 

ROaTE'· ·,DESCR.IP'l'IONS .' •• ' ... • , ........... ,. ....... ' • ••••••.•• _. •••• 3. 

Issued. by California Public Utilities Commission • . 
Decision 8S . 11 024 , Application 89-06-0l9", 
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Appendix PSC-S859 Ali Homsi Original Page 2' 

SEC1'ION 1. GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RES1'RIC1'IONS, LIMITATIONS I 
AND' SPECIFICATIONS. 

Ali Homsi, by the certificate ot public convenience and necessity 
granted ~y the decision noted in the margin, is authorized to provide 
on-call,. door-to-door, passenqer staqe services to, transport passengers 
and baggage between certain points in the counties ot Los Angeles and 
Oranqe" descri~ed in Section 2, on the one hand.,. and Los Angeles 
International Airport (LAX) I Burbank Airport (B'OR), Long Beach Airport 
(LGB) " John Wayne Airport (SNA) I or Los Angeles. and. Lon~ Beach Har~rs, 
on the other hand, over and along' the routes described :l.n Section :> I 
subject ,. however, to· the autbori ty ot this. Commission to change or 
modify the route at any time and subject to· the following provisions:' 

(a) This certificate d.oes.not authorize the holder 
to· conduct any operations on the property ot 

. or into any airport unless such operation is 
authorized by the airport authority involved. 

(b) When route descriptions, are qiven in one 
direction, they apply to· operations in either 
direction unless otherw;'se' indicated. 

(c) No passengers shall be transported except 
those having a point ot oriqin or destination 
at LAX, BOR, tGB, SNA, or Los. Angeles and Long 
Beach Harbors •. 

(d) The term lPon-call lP as used,reters to service 
which is authorized to be rendered dependent 
on the demands of passenqers. The taritfs 
shall show the conditions under whieh·each 
authorized, on-call service will be provided., 
and shall include the'description ot the 
boundary ot each tare zone,. except when a 
single fare is. cb.argedto all points within a 
sinqle incorpora.ted.· city. ' 

. 
Issued by california PUblic Utilities Commission. 

83·11 024 ... . . 
Decision , Appli:catiQn 89-06-019' .. 
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Appendix' PSC-S·S:59 Ali Hoxnsi Original Page· 3 
, . 

SECTION 2. SERVICE AREA 'OESCRIP'I'IONS 

LQs Angeles Coupty 

Includes all pOints within the geographical 
limits of Los Angeles County south of the . 
Angeles·National.Forest. 

Qrange County 

Includes all points within the geographical 
limits ~:f orang:e County •. 

SECTION 3. ROUTE DESCRIP'l'IONS 

Qn-CAll, poor-to-poor service 

commencinq at LAX,. Btm., teB,.. SNA, or Los Angeles 
and Lonq Beach Harl:lors, then via the most 
convenient streets and highways to any point 
within the service areas described in Section 2 • 

Issued by california Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision 8911: 024 , Al:'Plication 89-06-019. 


