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In the Matter of the Application of )
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transmission of Bills of Ladlng and
freightbills and the electronic
receipt of freightbill payment.

. SECOND INTERIM OPINION

By Interim Decision (D.) 89-04-049 dated April 12, 1989
in this proceeding we granted Viking Freight System, Inc. (Viking)
temporary authority to depart from those provisions of General
Orders (GO) 139, 148, and 155 that would otherwise prohibit the
electronic transmission of bills of lading and freight bills and
electronic receipt of freight bill payments. The authority was
scheduled to expire in one year. Viking had requested permanent
authority to depart from the GOs; however, we authorized only the
temporary departure because the request involved a radical
departure from longstanding procedures.

The Commission’s Transportation Division was directed to
monitor the activity authorized, and to report to the Conmission
the results of its monitoring with a recommendation on whether the
authority should be modified, terminated, or extended. The report
was .due 60 days prior to the expiration of the authority granted;
i.e., by February 11, 1990. The authority was granted subject to
conditions, one of which was that Viking would file progress
reports with the Commission. The staff, after review, would
determine whether to recommend permanent or limited-term authority.
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By Petition Por Modification of D.89-04-049, filed
January 16, 1990 Viking has requested an extension of the authority
granted by that decision for a period of an additional year.

Viking states in support of its request that the Commission’s
Transportation Division staff met with Viking in December in order
to assist the carrier in the preparation of the first written
progress report. It was determined that the electronic data
interchange (EDI) preéeparations have not progressed as rapidly as
Viking and participating shippers had anticipated; that the
program, in its current stage of development, would not provide the
staff with sufficient data to prepare a report comprehensive énough
to support a final decision from the commission.

Viking maintains that the sought extension will allow
viking and participating shippers the time necessary to further
develop the EDI services temporarily granted in D.89-04-049,

The Transportation Division staff has recommended that in light of
these circumstances, Viking’s petition for extension of the
authority for an additional year should be granted. The staff also
recommends that Viking be directed to furnish the Commission with
information on a quarterly basis stating which shippers have been
engaged in or plan to use the EDI services provided by the carrier.
This information will provide the staff and the Commission with an
indication of whether the proposed EDI activities are in fact being
used and are suitable to viking’s operations.
Findings of Fact

1. By D.89-04-049 Viking was granted interim authority to
depart from the provisions of GO’s 139, 148, and 155 'to the extent
necessary in order to implement the electronic transmission of
bills of lading and freight bills and the electronic receipt of
freight bill payménts.

2, The authority granted by D.89-04-049 was granted for one,
year, subject to certain conditions, including Viking’s filing of
progress reports with the Commission. The Transportation Division
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was to recommend whether the authority should be granted on a
permanent, or extended on a limited term basis.

3. The EDI services sought to be implemented by Viking have
not developed as quickly as the carrier believed they would.
viking requests an extension of the authority for an additional
year. The staff recommends that the request set forth in viking’s
Petition for Modification of D.89-04-049 be granted, subject to
conditions.

4. Viking’s petition was noticed in the Commission’s Daily
Transportation Calendar. No objection to the request has been
received.

Conclusion of Law

The Petition for Modification of D.89-04-049 should be
granted, subject to conditions. Since no objection to the petition
has been reéceived, this decision should be effective today.

SECOND INTERIM ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that!

1. The authority granted Vviking Freight System, Inc.
(viking) by D.89-04-049 in this proceeding is extended for a period
of one year beyond April 12, 1990, unless sooner modified,
extended, or terminated by the Conmission.

2. Viking shall furnish the Commission’s Transportation
Division with an original and 2 copies of quarterly reports
comnencing July 1, 1990, containing the names of the shippers who
have been éngaged by the carrier or plan to take part‘in its EDI
services, and the number of transactions performed. The reports
shall be submitted with transmittal letters referring to this
proceeding and the decision authorizing the authority granted
herein.
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3. 1In all other respécts, the terms and conditions of

D.89-04-049 shall remain in full force and effect.
This decision is effective today.
pated _MARZ28 1990 , at San Francisco, cCalifornia.
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