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Deoision SO 10 026 OCT 12 1990 ----------------
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COKHISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Hatter of the Application of ) 
the city of Lodi to construct a oity ) 
road across the tracks of the central) 
california Traction Co. in the City ) 
of Lodi~ ) 
------------------------------) 

OPINION 

Application 90-0~-012 
(Filed March 9, 1990) 

As part of the project for construction Of an electrical 
substation and related 60KV and 12KV trans~ission lines, the city 
of Lodi (city) requests authority to construct Thurman street at 
grade across central california Traction CompanY's (eCT) drill 
track in LOdi, San Joaquin county. 

The area of the proposed project site has been steadily 
developing into an industrial park. The extension of Thurman 
street will provide access to a proposed electrical sUbstation and 
industrial properties. 

AdVerse impacts of the project include loss of existing 
orchards, shade, and ornanental trees, and visual impacts. 
Mitigation measures include selecting the substation site and 
transmission line route of least impact. 

city is the lead agency for this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act of 197() (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources Code sections 2iooO, et seq. After preparation 
and review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), city approved 
the project. On May 22, 1989, a Notice of Determination was tiled 
with the San Joaquin county Clerk which found that -The project 
will have a significant effect on the environment.-

The commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 
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Application ~O-03-012 ~eets the filing tequlr.ments of 
the Commission's Rules of Practice and prOcedure, inoluding Rule 
38, which relates to construction of a publio highway across a 
railroad. The railroad track is a drill track which •• rved a 
lu~ber yard. The lumber company is now out of business and there 
is no rail traffio on this track. A sketch Of the crossing Is set 
forth as Appendix A. 

The site of the proposed project has been inspected by 
the corr~isslon's safety Division Traffio Engineering staff. The 
staff examined the need for and safety of the proposed rail 
crossing and recommends issuance of an ex parte order authorizing 
the proposed crossing subject to installation of a barrier on the 
tracKs, initially, to prevent rail operations and, upon resumption 
of rail service, to installation of automatio gate-type signals. 

On April 5, 1990, the united Transportation union tUTU) 
filed a protest alleging that the proposed orossing woUld be 
unsafe. Upon further review of the application, UTU withdrew its 
protest on July 24, 1990. 

Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on Harch 19, 1990. There are no 
unresolved protests. A publio hearing is not necessary. 
Findings of Fact 

1. city requests authority under Public utilities (PU) code 
sections 1201-1205 to construct Thurman street at grade across 
CCT's drill tracK in Ladi, san Joaquin county. 

2. The proposed crossing is required to provide access to a 
proposed electrical substation. 

3. Pubiio convenience and necessity require construction Of 
the proposed railroad-highway crossing. 

4. No protection is required at the Thurman street grade 
crossing because the drill track is out of service. Barriers are 
required to be placed on the tracK to prevent rail service. 
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5. At such time as rail operations may be resumed on this 
drill track, public safety will require that protection at the 
crossing be two Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals (General 
Order (GO) 7S-C). pending installation of the automatic gate-type 
signals and for a period not to exceed one year, the requirements 
of public safety may be met by the installation of two Standard No. 
l-R crossing signs (GO 7S-C) and flagging 6f the crossing, 
whereafter the automatic gate-type signals shall be installed and 
funotional. 

6. city 1s the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as 

amended. 
7. The Commission is a responsible agenoy for this project 

and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 
8. The projeot will have a significant effect on the 

environment; however, the adopted mitigation measures will reduce 
the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 
Conclusion of Law 

The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED thatl 
1. The City of Lodi (City) is authorized to construct 

Thurman Street at grade acroSs Central California Traction 
Companyt s (CCT) drill track in I~di, San Joaquin County, at the 
location and substantially as shown by plans attached to the 

- application, to be identified as Crossing 61-0.8-C. 
2. Construction of the crossing Shall be in accordance with 

the provisions of GO 72-8. 
3. Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26-D. Walkways 

shall conform to GO 11B. 
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4. until such time as rail servico is resumed, barriers 
shall be placed on the tracks to prevent rail use across Thurman 
street. 

5. At such time as rail operations may be resumed on this 
drill track, two standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals 
(GO 75-C) shall be installed. 

6. For a period not to e~ceed one year from the date of 
resumption of rail service, protection at the crossing may be two 
standard No. l-R crossing signs. No rail service shall operate 
over the crossing unless it is first brought to a stop and traffic 
on the street protected by a member of the crew, or other competent 
employee of the railroad, acting as flagman. The flagman shall 
place a minimum of two fusees On each side of the track prior to 
entry into the crossing. The automatic gates shall be installed 
within this one year period. The crossing shall be closed and 
physically blocked after One year if the required gates are not 
installed. 

7. Written instructions shall be issued by CCT to trainmen, 
operating over the crossing, to cooply with the flagging 
instructions. A copy of the instructions shall be filed with the 
commission's safety Division within 30 days atter the resumption Of 
rail operations. suitable signs shall be installed on both sides 
of Thurman street calling to the attentio~ of trainmen the flagging 
instructions. 

8. Construction expense of the crossing and installation 
cost of the protection shall be borne by city. 

9. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-8. 

Maintenance cost of the automatic protection shall be borne by city 
under PU Code section 1202.2. 

10. construction plans of the crossing, approved by CCT, 
together with a copy of the agreement entered into between the 
parties, shall be filed with the connission's Safety Division prior 
to commencing construction. 
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11. Within 30 days after completion of the ~ork under this 
order, city shall notify the Commission's safety Diviaion in 
writing that the authorized ~6rk has been co~pleted. 

12. This authorization shall eXpir& if not exeroiaed within 
two years unless time is e)(tended 01" if the abOve conditions are 
not coroplied ~ith. Authorization may be revoked or modIfied if 
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

13. The application is granted as set forth above. 
This order becomes effective 30 days from today. 
Dated OCT 1.2 1990 , at san Franoisco, California. 
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G. MITCHELL WlLK 
P(eskient 

FREDERICK R. DUOA 
STANLEY W. HULETT 
JOHN B. OHANtAN 
PATructA M. ECKERT 

CommiSsionet& 
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