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Decision 90 10 02¢ 00T 121890

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Hatteér of theée Application of ‘ ;
the city of Lodi to construct a city ) ?gglicatién 90-03-012

road across the tracks of the Céntral) led March 9, 1990)
california Traction Co. in the City ;
)

of Lodi.

OPINION

As part of theée projéct for construction of an electrical
substation and related 60KV and 12KV transmission lines, the city
of Lodi (City) reéquests authority to construct Thurman Streéet at
grade across cCeéntral california Traction Company’s (CCT) drill
track in Lodi, San Joaguin County.

The area of thé proposed project sité has béen steadily
developing into an industrial park. The éxténsion of Thurman
Street will provide access to a proposed eléctrical substation and
industrial properties.

Adverse impacts of thé project include loss of existing
orchards, shade, and ornarental treées, and visual impacts.
Mitigation méasures include sélécting the substation site and
transpission liné route of least impact.

city is the lead agency for this project undeér the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources Code Séctions 21000, et seq. After preparation
and review of an Environméntal Impact Réport (EIR), city approved
the projéct. on May 22, 1989, a Notice of beteérmination was filed
with the San Joaquin County Clérk which found that *The project
will have a significant éffect on the environment.* _

The comnission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviéwed and considered the lead agency’s EIR.




S/ASC/bcy A.90-03-012

Application 90-03-012 méets the filing requirements of
the commission’s Rules of Practice and Préoceduré, inoluding Rule
38, which relates to construction of a public highway across a
rajilroad. The railroad track is a drill track which served a
lurber yard. The lumber company is now out of businéss and there
is no rail traffic on this track. A sketch of thé crossing is set
forth as Appendix A.

The site of the proposed project has beéen inspected by
the Comnission’s safety Division Traffic Engineering staff. The
staff examined the need for and safety of the proposed rail
crossing and récommends issuance of an éx parté ordér authorizing
the proposed crossing subject to installation of a barriér on the
tracks, initially, to prévent rail opéerations and, upon résumption
of rail service, to installation of automatic gate-type signals.

on April §, 1990, the United Transportation Union (UTU)
filed a protest alleging that thée proposéd crossing would be
unsafé. Upon further review of the application, UTU withdrew its
protest on July 24, 1990.

Notice of the application was publisheéd in the
Comnission’s Daily Calendar on March 19, 1990. Théré aré no
unrésolved protésts. A public hearing is not necessary.

FPindings of Fact

1. cCity requésts authority under Public Utilitiés (PU) Code
Sections 1201-1205 to construct Thurman Streeéet at grade across
CCT’s drill track in Lodi, San Joaguin County.

2. Theé proposéd crossing is reguired to provide accéss to a

proposed éléctrical substation.

3. Public convénience and necessity reguire construction of
the proposed railroad-highway crossing.

4. No protection is réguiréd at thé Thurman Street grade
crossing because the drill track is out of servicé. Barriérs are
required to be placéd on the track to prévent rail service.
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5. At such time as rail operations may be résumed on this
drill track, public safety will require that protection at the
crossing be two Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals (General
order (GO) 75-C). Pending installation of the automatic gate-type
signals and for a period not to exceed one year, the requirements
of public safety may be met by the installation of two Standard No.
1-R crossing signs (GO 75-C) and flagging of the crossing,
whereafter the automatic gate-type signals shall be installed and
functional.

6. cCity is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as
amended.

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency’s EIR.

8. The project will have a significant effect on the
environment; however, the adopted mitigation measures will reduce
the severity of thé adverse impacts to acceptable levels,
Conclusion of Law

The application should be granted as set forth in the

following order.

IT IS ORDERED thati )

1. The City of Lodi (City) is authorized to construct
Thurman Street at grade across Central California Traction
Company's (CCT) drill track in Lodi, San Joaquin County, at the
location and substantially as shown by plans attached to the
. application, to be identified as Crossing 61-0.8-C.

2. Construction of the crossing shall be in accordance with
the provisions of GO 72-B.

3. Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26-D. Walkways
shall conform to GO 118.
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4. Until such time as rail service is resumed, barriers
shall be placed on the tracks to prevent rail usé across Thurman

Street.
S. At such time as rail operations may be resumed o6n this

drill track, two Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals
(GO 75-C) shall be installed.

6. For a period not to exceéd one year from the date of
resumption of rail service, protection at the crossing may be two
Standard No. 1-R crossing signs. No rail service shall operate
over the crossing unless it is first brought to a stop and traffic
on the street protected by a mémber of the créw, or other compétent
employée of the rallroad, acting as flagman. The flagman shall
place a minimum of two fusees on éach slde of the track prior to
entry into the crossing. The autoratic gates shall be installed
within this oné yeéar period. The crossing shall be closed and
physically blocked after oné year if the required gates arée not
installed.

7. HWritten instructions shall be issued by CCT to trainmmen,
opérating over the crossing, to conply with the flagging
instructions. A copy of the instructions shall be filéd with the
Comnission’s Safety Division within 30 days aftér the resumption of
rail operations. Suitable signs shall be installed on both sides
of Thurman Street calling to the atténtjon of trainmén the flagging
instructions.

8. Construction expense of the crossing and installation
cost of theée protection shall be borné by City.

9. Maintenancé of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-B.
Mainténance cost of the automatic protéection shall be borne by City
under PU Code Séction 1202.2.

10. Construction plans of thé crossing, approved by CCT,
together with a copy of the agreéméent enteréd into betwéén the
parties, shall be filed with the Comnission’s Safety Division prior
to commencing construction.
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11, Within 30 days after completion of thé work under this
order, Clty shall notify the Commission’s Safety Divieion in

writing that the authorized work has been completed,
12, This authorization shall expiré if not exercised within

two yéars unless time is extended or if the above conditions are
not compliéd with., Authorization may be revoked or modified if
public convéniéencé, necessity, or safety so require,
13. The application is granted as set forth above.
This order bécomés efféctivé 30 days from today.

Dated QD] 12 |ggu ., at San Francisco, California.

G. MITCHELL WiLK

- President
FREDERICK R. DUDA
STANLEY W. HULETT
JOHN B. OHANIAN
PATRICIA M. ECKERT

Commissionét $
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