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Decision _90-12-089  Decémber 19, 1990

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFQRNIA
In the Mattér of the application of ;
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY for an . 3 1: [RFA
Order Authorizing Construction of an Bj i it
Industrial Lead Track at Grade Over u S Sdaals
and Across Agua Mansa Road near Mile ; Apg cation 3 -08-020
Post 55.79, Creéstmore Branch, in the (Filed August 7, 1%90)
County of Riverside, State of )
California. }
)

OPINION

As part of the project to dévelop Industrial Specific

Plan 210 - (Agua Mansa), for commerical and industrial use, the

Union Pacific Company (UP) requests authority to construct an

industrial lead track at grade across Agua Mansa Road in the

Crestnore district of Riverside County.
. The lead track will allow rail service into the Agua Mansa
Industrial Center from UP’s Crestmore branch line. Agua Mansa Road
is a secondary arterial between Colton and Riverside. Rail service
is essential to the developrment of the industrial center.

The Agua Mansa Industrial Center straddles the Riverside -
San Bernardino county line, and San Beérnardino County is the lead
agency for the Agua Mansa Industrial Center under the california
Environnental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, Public
Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000, et seq. San Bernardino County
filed a final Environnmental Impact Report (EIR) with Riverside
Ccounty, which reviewed the inmpacts and the mitigation neasures. On
June 3, 1986, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, Riverside
County, reécorded the board’s final approval of the project with
adoption of a final addendum to the EIR, and final incorporation of
the EIR into Rivérside County’s specific plan for the Aqua Mansa
area (Specific Plan No. 210).

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the final addendun to
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the EIR and Riverside county’s resolution adopting Specifio Plan
No. 210. The impact o6f the proposéd crossing on the environment
was genérally determined to be as followst

Inpact:

Mitigationt

conversion of the Agua Mansa area from a somewhat
rural to an urban character will occur bécause of
the loss of open space. Unavoidable impacts to
the existing visual and aeésthétic characteéristics
of the area will also result from implémentation
of the project. The project areas’ most signi-
ficant visual resourcés are locatéd in the Santa
Ana River floodplain along Agua Mansa Road.

These resources, which consist of rural agricul-
tural uses and lush riparian vegetation, will be
preserved through the Specific Plan’s land use
designation for these areas.

Inplementation of the Project will stimulate econo-
mic developnent within the area and will increase
enploymént opportunities to thé greatest extent
feasible. A large portion of the Project area is
already devoted to heavy industrial land uses.

This project will serve to *infill” thosé remain-
ing vacant areas.

Proponents Environmental Assessment (Exhibit D) attached
to the application indicates that the railroad crossing itself will
have no significant effect on the environment.

The sité of the proposed project has been inspected by the
Safety Division’s Traffic Engineering staff. The staff examined
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the need for and the saféty of the proposéd crossing. The staff
réconmends that thé new crossing be approved.

Thé application was found to be in compliancé under the
commission’s filing requirements, including Rule 40 o6f Ruleés of
Practice and Proceduré which rélates to the céonstruction of
railroad track across public highways. Details from thé drawings
of the crossing are shown in Appeéendix A.

Notice of thé application was publishéd in the
Conmission’s baily Calendar on August 16, 1990. No protests have
been received. A public héaring is not necessary.

Findings of Fact

1. UP réquests authority under Public Utilitieés Code Sections
1201-1205 to construct a lead track over Agua Mansa Road in the
Crestmore district of Riverside County.

2. The lead track is required for rail sérvice into the Agqua
Mansa Industrial Center from UP’s Créstmoré branch.

3. Public conveniencé and necéssity require construction of
the proposed lead track and grade crossing.

4. Public safety requires that protection at the crossing be
four Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals (General Order (GO)
75-C).

5. Pending installation of the automatic signals, the
requirenents of public safety may bée met by the installation of two
Standard No. 1-R railroad crossing signs (GO 75-C) and flagging of
the crossing.

6. San Bernardino County also acting in behalf of Riverside
county is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as amended.

7. The Comnission is a responsible agéncy for this project
and has reviewed and considered San Bernardino County’s EIR, River-
side County’s Resolution No. 86-129 and UP’s Proponents
Environcental Assessment.,




A.90-08-020 S/RRT/lc#

8. This project will have a significant éeffect on the
environment, but mitigation measurés will réduce the impact to
acceptable levels,

conclusion of Law
The application should bé granted as set forth in the
following order.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED!

1. Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP), is authorized to
construct an industrial leéad track over Agua Mansa Road in the
Créstnore district of Riverside County, at thé location and
substantially as shown by plans attached to the applicatien and
this order, to be identified as Crossing No. 3-55.79-C.

2. Clearances shall bé in accordance with General Order (GO)
26-D. Walkways shall conform to GO 118.

3. Protection at thé crossing shall be four Standard No. 9
autormatic gate-type signals (GO 75-C).

4. TFor a period not to exceed one year from the date of this
order protection at the crossing may be two Standard No. 1-R
railroad crossing signs (GO 75-C). No on-rail véhicle shall
operate ovér the crossing unless it is first brought to a stop and
traffic on theé street protected by a member of the crew, or othér
competent émployee of the railroad, acting as flagman. The flagman
shall place a ninimum of two fusees on each side of the track prior
to entry of the on-rail vehicle into the crossing.

5. Written instructions shall be issued by UP to trainnen,
operating over the crossing, to comply with the flagging
instructions. A copy of the instructions shall be filed with the
Commission’s Safety Division staff within 30 days after
installation of the crossing. Suitable signs shall be installed on
both sides of Agua Mansa Road calling the attention of trainmen to
the flagging instructions.
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6. Construction expénse o6f the crossing and installation cost
of the automatic protection shall be borne by UP,

7. Maintenance of thé crossing shall conférm to GO 72-B,
Maintenancé cost of the automatic protection shall be borné by UP.

8. Construction plans of the crossing, préparéed by UP,
together with a copy of the agreément entered into between the
parties, shall be filed with the Comnission’s safety Division prior
to commencing construction.

9. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this
order, UP shall notify the Commission’s Safety bDivision in writing
that the authorized work has béen doné.

10. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
two years unléss time is eéxtended or if the abové conditions are
not conmplied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if
public convéniencé, necessity or safety so require.

11. The application is granted as set forth above.

This order is effective 30 days from today.
Dated _DEC 19, 1990, at San Francisco, california.

G. MITCHELL WILK
President
FREDERICK R. DUDA
STANLEY W. HULETT

JOHN B. OHANIAN
PATRICIA M. ECKERT

Commissioners

{ CERTIFY THAT THIS DECISION
v/AS APPRDOVED BY 1 ABOVE
’ e 21 ONESS TODAY
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