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Decision _90-12-093 Decémber 19, 1990

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

application of theé Staté of cCalifornia, ) _ﬂ fﬁf)‘ﬁ?3ﬁlﬂ
Department of Transportation, for an ) DU uinatls
order authorizing the Départment to: ) :
Widen éxisting crossings PUC No. g Application 90-06-016
2B-43.40~A and PUC No. 2-167.90-AC (Filed Juneé 8, 19990)
in Orange County, State of cCalifornia. )

)

OPINION

As part of the project to widén, reconstruct and improve
State Routeé 57 (SR 57) Orange Freéeway between Interstate Route 5
{I-5) Santa Ana Freeway and Lambert Road, the State of California
Departrent of Transportation (Caltrans) requests authority to widen
two SR 57 bridges over The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé Railway
Conmpany (AT&SF) tracks in Placentia, Orange County.

The two SR 57 bridges aré known as the Placentia and South
Placentia Overheads. The Placentia Overhead spans AT&SF’s San
Bernardino subdivision mainline whilé the South Placentia Overhead
spans AT&SF’s San Diego subdivision lead track betweéen the
Fullerton industrial district and Placentia. This east-west lead
track is called the Kimberly lead, for the avenue which parallels
nost of its length and a major user, Kimberly-Clark Corporation.

The widening of SR 57 will allow the addition of an
auxiliary lane and shoulder to the northbound lanes. The Placentia
Overheads would be widened 12 feet 9 inches along their east edge.
The widened portion of the Placentia Overhead over the mainline
will be precast prestréssed concréte 717 girders with décking,
while the South Placentia Overhead widening over the lead track
will be reinforced concrete #T~” béanms.

Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended by
FPublic Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000, et seqg. Caltrans has
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deternined that theé reconstruction of éxisting grade séparations,
is cateégorically exempt from the réporting réquirements of CEQA
undér Public Resocurceés Code Séction 21080.13,

Thé Commission is a résponsible agency for this project
under CEQA, and has reviewéd and considered the 1éad agency’s
exemption déteérmination.

The existing grade separations havé been inspected by the
connission’s Safety Division - Traffic Engineering staff. After
review of the proposéd widenirng plans staff recommeénds that
Caltrans’ request be granteéd.

The application was found to be in compliance under the
Conmission’s filing requiréments, including Rule 39 of Rulés of
Practice and Procedure which relatés to the widening of existing
crossings and separations over railroad track. A site map and
detailed drawings of the overheads aré shown in Appéndix A.

By protést filed July 6, 1990, AT4SF stated that the
railroad and cCaltrans weré not yet in agréément with respeéct to the
rethods and the terms of construction. AT&SF withdrew its protest
on October 11, 1990, after agreement had been reached. There are
no other unresolved matters. A public hearing is not necessary.

Findings of Fact

1. cCaltrans requests authority under Public Utilities code
Sections 1201-120% to widen the Placentia and South Placentia
Overheads of SR 57 over AT&SF’s San Bernardino subdivision main
track and the Kimberly lead track réspectively, in Placentia,
Orange County.

2. Widening of the overheads will make possible the addition
of an auxiliary lané and shoulder to the northbound lanes of SR 57
between I-5 and Lambert Road, improving traffic safety and
capacity.

3. Public convenience, necessity and safety require widening
of the overheads.

4. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under CEQA,
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as amended.

5. Thé Commission is a responsible agéncy for this project,
and has reviewed and considéred the léad agency’s exemption
détermination.

¢. It can bé seen with cértainty that therée is no possibility
that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the
environment.

Conclusions of Law

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the
following order.

2. Under Public Resourcées Codé Séction 21080.13 the activity
is exenpted from the réquireéments set forth in CEQA} therefore the
guidelines (14 cal. Admin. Code - Division 6) concérning the
evaluation of projects and the préparation and review of
environmental docunénts do not apply.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED!:

1. The State of california, Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), is authorized to widen thé Placentia Overhead
over The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallway Company’s (AT&SF)
San Bernardino subdivision mainline, identified as Crossing
2B-43.4-A and to widen the South Placentia Overhead ovéer AT&SF’s
San Diego subdivision Kinberly lead track, identified as Crossing
2-167.9-AC, in Placentia, Orange County, at the locations and
substantially as shown in Appendix A and plans attached to the
application.

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (GO)
26-D for the Placentia Overhead (AT&SF Main Line).

3. Clearances shall bée in accordance with GO 26-D for the
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South Placentia Overhead (XKimberly lead track), éxcépt that during
the period of construction a cléarance of not léss than 217-0~
above top of rail shall be authorizeéd. AT&SF shall bé authorized
to operaté with such reduced overhéad clearance provided that
instructions are issued by the railroad and filed with the
Commission forbidding émployeées to ride on tops of cars bénéath the
structure.

4. Caltrans shall notify the Commission and AT&SF at least 15
but not more than 30, days in advancé of the date when the
termporary impaired clearancé will be created.

5. Walkways shall conform to GO 118. Walkways adjacent to
any trackageée subject to rail opeéerations shall be naintained frée of
obstructions and shall be promptly réstored to their original
condition in thée évent of damage during construction.

6. Construction and maintenance costs shall bé borne in
accordance with an agreement to bé entéred into betwéen the
parties. A copy of the agreénent, togeéther with plans approved by
AT&SF, shall be filed with the Comnission’s Safety Division staff
prior to commencing construction. Should the parties fail to
agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of construction and
maintenancé by further order.

7. Within 30 days after completion of thé work under this
order, Caltrans shall notify the Commission in writing that the
authorized work has been conpleted.

8. This authorization shall éxpire if not exercised within
three years unléss time is extended or if the above conditions are
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if
public convenience, necessity or safety so require.
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9. The application is granted as set forth above,
This ordér becomes efféctive 30 days from today.
Datéd _DEC 19, 1990, at San Francisco, California.

G. MITCHELI, WILK
President
FREDERICK R. DUDA
STANRLEY W. HULETT
JOHN B. OHANIAN
PATRICIA M. ECKERT
Commissioners
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