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Oc.ci::.ion 9'. 01 042 JAN 25 1991 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the santa Clara county) 
Tran~it District for an order autho- ) 
rizin; construction of a grade ) 
separated crossing of the Capitol ) 
Expressway by the light rail transit ) 
line of the Guadalupe Corridor ) 
Project in the City ot San Jose, ) 
california. crossing No. S2A-6.44. ) 

--------------------------------) 
9~ I OJ{ 

Application 90-10-021 
(Filed Octo'Der 2, 1990) 

As part of the Guadalupe corridor Project to construct a 
light rail transit (LRT) system, a tour-lane freeway, and bicycle 
facilities, the S~nta Cl~ra county Tran~it oi~triet (SCCTO) 
requests ~uthority to construct its light rail vehicle (LRV) tracks 
at separated grades over Capitol Expressway in San Jose, santa 
Clara County. The southern portion of the LRT system lies in the 
medians ot state Routes 87 and 85 trom San Carlos Street south to 

Cottle Road. 
The multi-modal transportation improvements will provide 

roliat to eon9cstc~ major highways and local streets in the area. 
The LRT system is approximately 20 miles in length ~etwecn Great 
America Amusement Park in north Santa Clara and the IBM business 
park in south San Jose. The grade separation structure is part of 
a project to extend the Guadalupe Corridor Freeway southerly on new 
alignment. Major impacts include displacoment of 69 residential 
and 17 non-residential structures, increased traffic congestion of 
isolated locations, and removal of mature trees alonq North First 
Street. Mitigation measures will include relocation assistance, 
construction of grade separations, and a landscape replacement 
program. 
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The Guadalupe Corridor Joint Powers Board (GCJPB) 
consisting of SCCTO, the California Department of Transportation, 
the county of Santa Clara, the City of San Jose, and the City of 
Santa Clara, is tho lead agency tor this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. The project is 
covered by a Final Environmental Impact Statemont (FEIS) which was 
approv~d by the Federal Highway Administration on August 12, 19S3~ 
On September 15, 1987 a Notice of Determination was filed with the 
santa Clara County Clerk which found that NThe project will have 
significant effect on the onvironment. N 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead ageney's FEIS. 
The site of the proposed project has been inspected by the 
Commission'S Safety Division Traffic Engineering staff. The staff 
examined the need for and safety of the proposed crossing. The 
staff recommends that the new grade separated crossing be 
authorized as requested in tho application. 

Application 90-10-021 meets the filing requirements of 
the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, including Rule 
40, which relates to the construction of a railroad track acrO~$ a 
public hi9hway. A sketch of the project vicinity is set forth in 
Appendix A. 

Notice of the application was pUDlished in the co:smnission 
Daily Calendar on Octo~er 17, 1990. No protests have been 
received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
J!j.nSiing:z..-2t Fa~ 

1. SCCTD requests authority under Pu~lic Utilities Coae 
Sections 1201-1205 to construct it:; LRV track:; a.t separated 9rades 
over Capitol Expressway in San Jose, Santa Clara county. 

2. Construction of the 9rade separated crossin9 is an 
essential element in construction of the Guadalupe corridor 
Project .. 
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3. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require 
construction of the grade separated crossing. 

4. GCJPB is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as 
amenaed. 

5. 'rhe Commission is a responsil:lle agency for this project 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's FEIS. 

6. The Guadalupe Corridor Project will have si9niticant 
effect on the onvironmont; how~ver, mitiqation measures will reduce 
the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 
~on£lvsion of La~ 

'rhe application should be qrantcd as set torth in the 
followin9 order. 

QRD.,IR 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The santa Clara County Transit District (SCCTD) is 

authorized to construct its LRV tracks at separated grades over 
Capitol Expressway in San Jose, Santa Clara County, at tho location 
and substantially as shown by plans attaChed to the application, to 
be identified as Crossing 82A-6 .. 4-B. 

2. LRV operatin9 clearances at the crossin9 shall be in 
accordance with General Order 143. 

3. construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into· between the 
parties. A copy of the a9reement, together with plans of the 
crossing approved by all parties involved, shall be tilecl with th~ 
Commission's Safety Division prior to commencing oonstruction. 
Should the parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the 
costs of construction and maintenance by further order. 

4. Within 30 clays after completion of the work under this 
order, SCCTD shall notify the Commission's Safety Division in 
writing that the authorized work has been completed. 
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5. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three yearG unle~~ time i~ ¢~ten4Q4 or if tho conditions are not 
complied with. Authorization may ~e revoked or ~odi!ied if public 
convenience, necessity, or safe't:y so require .. 

6. The application is granted as set forth above. 
This ordoJAi2e~~9 ettcctivc 30 days from today. 
Dated . 19 1 , at san Francisco, california. 
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PAT.RXCIA M. Eoo::RX 
President 

G. MI'l'CKEI..L WJ::LK 
JOHN B. OHANIAN· 

Commissionors 

I CERTIFY THAT THIS DECISION 
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