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Decision '91 01 043 JAN 2:5 1991 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the Santa Clara county) 
Transit District for an order autho- ) 
rizing construction of a grade ) 
separated crossing of Cottle Road by ) 
the li9ht rail transit line of the ) 
Guadalupe corridor Project in the ) 
City of San Jose, California. ) 
crossing No. 82A-ll.0. ) 

------------------------------) 
QPINXOJJ 

1rulJ~ miJill[l, 
App·lication 90-10-018 

(Filed October 2, 1990) 

As part of the Guadalupe Corridor Project to construct a 
light rail transit (LRT) system, a four-lane freeway, and bicycle 
facilities, the Santa Clara County Transit District (SCCTD) 
requests authority to construct its light rail vehicle (LRV) tracks 
at separated grades under Cottle Road in San Jose, santa Clara 
county. The southern portion of the LRT system lies in the ~edians 
of State Routes 87 and 8S from San carlos Street south to Cottle 
Road. 

The multi-modal transportation improvements will provide 
relief to congested major highways and local streets in the area. 
The LRT system is approximately 20 miles in length between Great 
America Amusement Park in north Santa Clara and the IBM business 
park in south San Jose. The grade separation structure is part of 
a project to extend the Guadalupe Corridor Freeway southerly on new 
alignment. Major impacts include displacement of 69 residential 
and l7 non-residential structures, increased traffic congestion of 
isolated locations, and removal of mature trees along North First 
Street~ Mitigation measures will include relocation assistance, 
construction of grade separations, and a lan~scape replaeement 
program. 

The Guadalupe corridor Joint Powers Board CGCJPB) 
consisting of SCCTD, the California Department of Transportation, 
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the County of Santa Clara, the City of San Jose, and the City of 
Santa Clara, is the lead ageney for this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), a. am.n~ed, 
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. The project is 
covered by a Final Environmental Impact Statement CFEXS) which was 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration on August 12, 19S3~ 
On September 15, 1987 a Notice of Determination wa~ filed with the 
santa Clara County Clerk which found that *The project will have a 
significant effect on the environment.* 

The commi~~ion i& a respon~ible agoncy for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's FEIS. 
The sitQ of the proposed project has been inspected by the 
Commission's Safety Division Traffic Engineering staff. The staff 
examined the need for and safety of the proposed rail crossing
The staff recommends that the new grade separated crossing be 
authorized as requested in the application. 

Application 90-10-018 mcot~ tho filing requirements of 
the Commission's Rules o£ Practice and Procedure, including RUle 
40, which relates to the construction of a railroad track across a 
public highway. A sketch of the project vicinity is set forth in 

Appendix A. 
Notice of the application was published in the 

Commission's Daily Calendar on October 17, 19~0. No protests have 
been receivc~. A pu~lic hearing is not necessary. 
Fi~iDgs of F~ct 

1. SCCTD requests authority under Public Utilities Code 
Sections 1201-1205 to construct its LRV tracks at separatea grades 
under Cottle Road in San Jose, Santa Clara county. 

2. Construction of the grade separate~ crossing is an 
essential element in construction of the Guadalupe Corriaor 

Project. 
3. Pu=lic convenience, necessity, and safety require 

construction of the grade separated crossing_ 
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4. GCJPB is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as 

amended. 
s. The commission is a responsible Agency tor this project 

and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's PElS·. 
6. The Guadalupe Corridor Project will have significant 

effect on the environment t however, mitigation measures will reduce 
the severity of the adverse impacts to aeceptable levels. 
~~lusi(m Qf MstW 

The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

Q,..B D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The Santa Clara County Transit District (SCCTD) is 

authorized to eonstruct its LRV tracks at separated grades under 
Cottle Road in San Jose, Santa Clara County, at the location and 
substantially as shown by plans attached to the application, to· be 
identified as crossing S2A-11.0-A. 

2. LRV operating clearances at the crossing shall be in 
accordanee with General Order 143. 

3. Construetion and maintenance eosts shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties. A copy of the aqreement, together with plans of the 
crossing approved by all parties involved, shall be filed with the 
Commission'S Safety Oivision prior to· commencing construction. 
Should the parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the 
costs of construction and maintenance by further order. 

4. Within 30 days after eompletion of the work under this 
order, SCCTO shall notify the Commission's Safety Oivision in 
writing that the authorized work has been completed. 

5~ This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unlc~z time i~ extended or if the conditions are not 
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compliea with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 
convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

6. The application is granted as set forth above .. 
This Ordej becomes effective 30 days from today. 
Datea AN 2 51991 , at San Francisco" California. 

PA'l'RICXA H. ECl<ERT 
President 

G. MI'l'CHELL WILl< 
JOHN B. OHANIAN 

commissioners 
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Decision '91 01 043 JAN 2S 1991 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC OTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the santa Clara county) 
Transit District for an order autho- ) 
rizinq construction of a grade ) 
separated crossing of Cottle Road by ) 
the light rail transit line of the ) 
Guadalupe Corridor Project in the ) 
City of San Jose, California. ) 
crossing No. 82A-ll.0. ) 

------------------------------) 
2PXJ!XO..N 

~~OO~~ruU:, 
App,lication 90-10-018 

(Filed October 2', 1990) 

As part of the Guadalupe Corridor Project to construct a 
light rail transit (LRT) system, a four-lane freeway, and bicycle 
facilities, the Santa Clara County Transit District (SCCTD) 
requests authority to construct its light rail vehicle (LRV) tracks 
at separated grades under Cottle Road in San Jose, Santa Clara 
County. The southern portion of the LR'I' system lies in the medians 
of State Routes 87 and 85 from San Carlos Street south to Cottle 
Road. 

The multi-modal transportation improvements will provide 
relief to congested major highways and local streets in the area. 
The LRT system is approximately 20 miles in length between Great 
America Amusement Park in north Santa Clara and the IBM business 
park in south San Jose. 'rhe grade separation structure is part of 
a project to extend the Guadalupe Corridor Freeway southerly on new 
alignment. Major impacts include displacement of 69 residential 
and 17 non-residential structures, increased traffic congestion of 
isolated locations, and removal of mature trees along North First 
Street. Mitigation measures will include relocation assistance~ 
construction of grade separations, and a landscape replacement 
pro9ram. 

'rhe Guadalupe Corridor Joint Powers Board (GC,jPB) 
consisting of SCCTD, the California Oepartment of Transportation, 
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the County of Santa Clara, the City of San Jose, and the City of 
Santa Clara, is the lead agency tor this project under the 
Calitornia Environmental Quality Aet of 1970 (CEQA), a. amended, 
Public Resources Code sections 21000, et seq. The project is 
covered by a Final Environmental I~pact State~ent CFEIS) whieh was 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration on August 12, 1983. 
On September 15·, 1987 a Notice ot Determination was tileCl with the 
Santa Clara County Clerk which found that *The project will have a 
significant effect on the environment.* 

The Commis~ion i$ a re$pon$i~le agency tor this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's FEIS. 
The site of the proposed project has been inspected by the 
Commission's Safety Division Traffic Engineering statf. The staff 
examined the need for and safety of the proposed rail erossing. 
The staff recommends that the new grade separated crossing be 
authorized as requested in the application. 

Application 90-10-018 moots the filing raquiremcnts of 
the Commission'S Rules of Practice and Procedure,. including Rule 
40, which relates to the construction of a railroad track across a 
public highway. A sketch of the project vicinity is set forth in 
Appendix A. 

Notice of the application was published in the 
commission'S Daily Calendar on October 17, 1990. No protests have 
been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findings 9~ 

1. SCCTO requests authority under PUblic Utilities Code 
Sections 1201-1205 to construct its LRV tracks at separated grades 
under cottle Road in San Jose, Santa Clara county. 

2. Construction Qf the grade separated crossing is an 
essential element in construction of the Guadalupe Corridor 
Project. 

3. Public cQnvenience, necessity, and safety require 
construction of the grade separated crossing. 
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4. GCJPB is the lead agency tor this project un4er CEQA, as 
amended. 

s. The Commission is a responsi~le agency tor this project 
and has reviewed and considered the lead Agency's PElS,. 

6. The Guadalupe Corridor Project will have siqniticant 
effect on the environment; however, mitigation measures will reduce 
the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels* 
kQDclyZiign ~ or t.aw 

The app,lication should be gran":ed as set forth in the 
following order. 

o R.Q E B 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The Santa Clara County Transit District (SCC'l'O) is 

authorized to construct its LRV tracks at separated grades under 
Cottle Road in San Jose, Santa Clara County, at the location and 
substantially as shown by plans attached to the application, t-:> be 

identified ac crossing 82A-l1.0-A. 
2. LRV operating clearances at the crossing shall be in 

accordance with General Order 143. 

3. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties. A copy of the agreement, together with plans of the 
crossing approved by all parties involved, shall be filed with the 
Commission's Safety Oivision prior to, commencing construction. 
Should the parties fail to agree, the commission will apportion the 
costs of construction and maintenance by further order. 

4. Within 30 days after completion of the 'Work under this 
order, SCCTO shall notify the Commission's Safety Division in 
writing that the authorized work has been completed. 

5. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unlecz time i~ extended or if the conditions are not 
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complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 
convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

6. The application is qrantec1 as set forth above. 
This OrdCj becomes effective 30 days from today. 
Dated AN 2 51991 , at san Franeisco-, California. 
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PATRICIA M. ECXER1" 
President 

G. MI'l'C'HEI.L WILlC 
JOHN' B. OHANIAN 

Commissioners 
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