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Decision 91-02-037 February 21, 1991 fEB:7 1991. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
for the purpose of considering and ) 
determining minimum rates for ) 
transportation of sang, rock, gravel, ) 
and related items in ~ulk, in dump, ) 
truck equipment ~etween pO'ints in ) 
California as provided in Minimum ) 
Rate Tariff 7-A and the revisions ) 
or reissues thereof. ) 

-------------------------------) ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

And Related Matters. ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---------------------------------) 

U®tJ53OJ~ 
Case 5437 

Petition tor Modification 348 
(Filed september 6·, 1990) 

Case 9819 
Petition tor Modification 130 

(Filed September 6, 1990) 

"case"'9'8'20 
Petition tor Modification 41 

(Filed September 6, 1990) 

Case 5433 
Petition tor Modification 81 

(Filed September &, '1990) 

Case 53,3,0 
Petition tor Modification 123 

(Filed September 7, 1990) 

QBPER MOPIFYING.mEL SURCHARGES 

This decision reduces ~y approximately 40% the fuel 
surcharges authorized :by D~90-10-066~ These surcharges will expire 
on May 2, 1991. A hearing will be held on March 13, 1991 to 
determine the usefulness of additional sources of tuel cost 
information as well as consider other issues enumerated in this 
order. 
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bckground 
Iraq's invasion of ~uwait and the resulting events in the 

Middle East caused fuel costs for trucking companies to increase 
significantly. In response to this emergency situation, the 
Commission authorized te~porary surcharges to· the rates contained 
in Minimum Rate Tariffs (MRTs) in 0.90-09-052, 0.90-09-053, and 
0 .. 90-09-054, in order to reflect these sharply higher fuel costs. 
The temporary fuel surcharges were later revised and extended by 
D.90-10-066, 0.90-12-085 (as modified by 0.90-12-124), and 0 .. 91-02-
021. 

Most recent1:r, :0.91-02-02-1 extended the fuel surcharges 
through February 22, 1991. In addition, 0.91-02-021 ordered 
parties to file, no later than February 14, 1991, new information 
on fuel costs with the Docket Office and also provide a copy of 
their filing to the Transportation Division Director by the same 
date. 

The Commission has received responses from four parties 
~ to the request for new information on fuel costs. 
.. On February 12, 1991, the Associated General Contractors 

of California (AGCC) filed the wSubmission of the 'Oil Price 
Information Serviee' (OPIS) Fuel Survey as Directed by D.91-02-021 
Which Extended Fuel Surcharges Authorized by 0.90-10-065". In its 
filing, AGCC suggested that the Commission use the oil Price 
Information Service (OPIS) as the basis for the Commission to 
modify fuel surcharges. 

On February 13, 1991, the California Dump Truck Owners 
Association (CD~OA), California Moving an~ Storage Ascociation 
(CMSA), and California Carriers Association ceCA) filed the "Seeond 
Amendment to their Petition for Modification of Deeisions 90-12-024 
ana 91-02-02l". 'l'his filing inel'l.ldoc1 the rosul ts of the 
CDTOA/CMSA/CCA fuel surveys conducted in early Fc~ruary 1991. The 
surveys showed a fuel eost of $1.30 per gallon, whieh is a decline 
in fuel eosts from the level of $l.5,0 per gallon that 'Was the basis 
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of the fuel surcharges established in 0.90-10-066 and later 
extended through February 22, 1991. These fuel costs exclude 
recent new state and federal fuel taxes. Fuel costs still remained 
above the level of $·1.04 per gallon that prevailed just prior to 
the Middle East crisis. The petitioners calculated the fuel cost 
surcharge reduction to be 43 percent. On the basis of the 
continuing high level of fuol co~t$, tho petitioners asked that the 
temporary fuel surcharge be extended, but at a lower level. 

On February 14, 1991, the California Trucking Association 
(eTA) made a filing which stated, based upon a February 4, 1991 
survey of livestock transportation motor carriers, thc average 
price of diesel fuel was $1.28 per gallon. 

On February 14, 1991, the Division of Ratepayer Advocates 
(ORA) til.ed a ~.sub:mission of .. Updated ,.Fuel.,Cost ,Informat'ion"'.. ,ORA 

cited the fuel price of $1.29 for the February 8, 1991 Lundberg 
Survey and the fuel price of $1.18 for th~ January 27, 1991 
commissionOump Truck Fuol and Oil Survoy. Tho=o fuel prices 
exclude recent new state and federal fuel taxes. ORA stated that 
all available indicators support reductions in current surcharges 
by amounts of as much as fifty percent. ORA recommended that the 
surchargcs be reduced as soon as possible to reflect current tuel 
prices. 

Our reasons for authoriZing fuel surcharges for MRTs 
remain, although the surcharges should be lower than the existing 
levels. The war in the Middle East continues, and fuel costs 
remain above where they were prior to Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

We recognize that tuel costs have declined since O~90-10-
06,6. In the past, we relied on the CDTOA/CMSA/CCA survey in 
~~tablishins the surcharges. Different classes of carriers have 
experience~ different fuel cost increases since August 1, 1990. 
The slight variance in net tuel cost increase experienced by 
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carriers will have a minimal impact on the, overall fuel surcharge 
being considered in this proceeding. A weighted averaqe price tor 
1'uol paid 1'or carrior& would provide the :best mea:;urc of price, 
increase. 

The most recent COTOA/CMSA/CCA survey availa:ble to us was 
conducted in early February 1991. ~hat survey showed fuel costs to 
have declined to $1.30 per gallon which is 43 percent :below the 
level used to establish the current 5urchargcs. The sta~~ has 
determined that, within th~ range of fuel prices between 
$1 .. 04/gallon and $·l.So/gallon, the effects of fuel prices on the 
Minimum Rate Tariffs are linear. Aecordingly, we will authorize 
the following fuel surcharg'es baseCl. upon a fuel priee of $1 .. 30 per 
gall.on: 

Caleulated Authorized 
Case-Petition l:ml Sw;:;:harge Svreharge 

Dum:Q :I::c.1;:k~: 
C.54:37-348 7-A Distance Rates 4.00% 4.0% 

Hourly Rates 3.48 3.5 
C.9819-130 17-A 3 .. 26 3.5-
C.982·0-41 20 3.26 :3.5-

~1V~~2~~: 
C.5433-81 3-A 3.93 4.0 

HQlJ.~bQ1Q ~QQ~~: 
C.5330-l23 4-C Distance Rates 2.02 2.0 

Hourly Rates 0.94 1.0 

~: Each authorized sureharge has been ro~nded to the nearest' 
0.5% for ease of administration. 

In 0.91-02-021 we agre~d with AGCC and ORA that 
additional sources 01' information :besides the fuel cost surveys 
condueted by the petitioners mig'ht be useful for determining the 
appropriate level of fuel surcharges. Accordingly, a hearing has 
beon set for Mareh 13, 1991 by Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Anand . 
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G~rde to consider this ~nQ other issues. The Commission now 
directs the ALJ to consider ~t the hearing the tollowing: 

1. Should the Commission continue to issue 
decisions every 4S to 60 days to account 
tor changes in fuel prices? 

2. Should the Commission adopt an indexing 
procedure which will: 

a. Adjust rates in MRTs whenever fuel 
prices chango ~y 10 cents/gallon? 

b. Adjust rates in MRTs every 3 months, 
based upon the current fuel price? 

.·c •.. Adj.ust .:cates .i·n.~s·.every.t.hree .. :months 
based on averago fuel price for 
previous 12-month period? 

3. Which fuel price survey should be relied 
upon to adjust rates in MRTs? 

4. How should the Commission determine the end 
of the fuel crisis due to events in the 
Middle East by using: 

a. Some event or level of fuel price 
per gallon? 

b. Some other criteria? 

The hearing on March 13, 1991 will provide evidence for 
us to consider the issues stated above in a decision at our April 
24, 1991 Meeting. To allow for the time o·f mailing that decision, 
we will allow the fuel surcharges authorized today to expire on May 
2, 1991. 
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l.1xlS11DSS,J>f ~ 
l. The invasion of Kuwait by Iraq and the resulting 

events in the Middle East have resulted in higher fuel costs for 
truckinq companies. 

2. On February l2, 1991, the Associated General 
Contractors of California (AGCC) filed the "S~xnission of the 'oil 
price Information Service' (OPIS) Fuel Survey as Directed by 0.9l-

02-021 Which ExtQndod Fuel Surchargos Authorizod by 0.90-10-066". 
3. On February l3, 1991, the California oump Truck Owners 

Association (CDTOA), California Movinq and Storaqe Association 
(CMSA) , and California Carriers Association (CCA) filed the Second 
Amendment to their Petition for Modification of Oecisions 90-l2-024 
and. 9l-02-02l. 

4. A survey conducted by COTOA/CMSA/CCA in early February 
1991, shows that fuel costs havo declined since 0.90-10-066, to a 
level of $1.30 per gallon. 

S. On February l4, 1991, the California Trucking 
Association (CTA) made a filing which stated, based upon a February 

4It 4, 1991 survey of livestock transportation motor carriers, the 
averaqe price of diesel fuel was $l.28 per gallon. 

6. On February l4, 1991, the Division o,f Ratepayer 
Advocatos (ORA) filed a Submission of Updated Fuol Cost 
Information. 

7. In the past, the Commission relied. on the 
COTOA/CMSA/CCA survey in establishing the surcharges. 

8. Oifferent classes of carriers have experienced 
different fuel cost increases since August l, 1990. 

9. The slight variance in net fuel cost increase 
experienced by carriers will have a minimal impact on the overall 
fuel surcharge being considered in this proceeding. 

10. A weighted average price for fuel paid for carriers 
would provide the best measure of price increase. 
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11. The surcharges e.uthorized by 0.90-10-066, 0 .. 90-12-085-
0.90-12-124 and O.9l-02-02l will extend through February 22, 1991. 

12. Requiring surcharges to terminate on a date certain 
will ensure close Commission reviow of fuel price fluctuations and 
their impact on permitted carriers. 

13. A hearing will be held on March 13, 1991 to determine 
the usefulness of additional sources of fuel cost information as 
well as consider other issues enumeratod in this order. 

CQn;lysJsm~ ~ 

1. The fuel surcharges for MR'I's 3-A, 4-C, 7-A, 17-A, and 
20 should be modified. 

2. The fuel surcharges should be based upon a :fuel price 
of $l.30 per gallon. 

3. The fuel surcharges should exPire on May 2, 1991. 

1'1' IS ORDERED that: 
1. Minimum Rate Tariff (MR'r) 3-A (Appendix A to- 0.55587, as 

amended) is further amended by incorporating Supplement 32 included 
in Appendix A. 

2. MRT 4-C (Appendix 0 to O.87-0l-066, as amended) is further 
amended by incorporating the attached Supplement S included in 
Appendix A. 

3. HR.T 7-A (Appendi~ 13 to 0.8206l, as amended) is further 
amended by incorporating Supplement 39 included in Appendix A. 

4. MRT 17-A (Appendix C to 0.80578, as amended) is further 
amended by incorporating Supplement 52 included in Appendix A. 

5. MRT 20 (Appendix A to, O.8l799, as amended) is further 
amended by incorporating Supplement 36 included in Appendix A. 

6. These supplements shall e~ire on May 2, 1991. 
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7. The Executive Director sh~ll serve a copy of this decision 
on each subscriber to MR'I's 3-A, 4-C, 7-A, 1.7-A, and. 20. 

8. A hearing shall be held on March 13, 1991 to determine the 
usetulness ot additional sources ot tuel eost intormation as well 
as consider other issues enumerated in this order .. 

This order is ettective tOday. 
Dated February 21, 1991, at San Francisco, Calitornia. 

I a:bstain .. 
DANIEL WM. FESSLER 

Commissioner 

I abstain .. 
NORMAN D. SHUMWAY 

Commissioner 

- e -

PATRICIA M. ECKERT 
President 

G.. MITCHELL Wlx.x 
"O'OHN '"B. '-OHANIAN . 

CommiGsionors 



APPENDIX A 

EMERGENCY FUEL SURCHARGE SUPPLEMENT 



,. 

e 

!M!I!.CJ;I!C!.. ~U~L --'U_"CHAICiLSUPI'L!M!NT 

~(E'SUPPLEMEHT 32 

CC.l'IeeLa Supplement 31) 

(SuppLemont5 27 .nd 32 Cont.ln ... LL Ch."Ou) 

TO . 
MIHINUM RATE TAR I" 3· ... 

HAI'4IHC; 

MIHIMUM RATts AND RULES 

'OR THE 

TRAHSPORTATIOH 0' LIV~STOC( OveR TH~ 
PUBLIC HICHUAYS Io'IiHtN THE 

STATE 0' CALIFORNIA 

BY 

"ICHUA'!' COMMON CARRIERS . 
" 

HICHIoIAY CONTRACT CARRI!R= 

AND 

LIVCSTOC( CARRIERS 

txc~Pt 1& othcorwi5C' prollidcod,. C~te the ImOUI'It 01 chArge, In .ccordllnc., with th. ratn .nd 
rule, In this tllrl11, and {ncree,e the .mount so comput~ by 10ur (4) perccont. (S££ EXCEPTION) 

In computing th~ amount of th~ Chll,.g~s,. f,..c:lon, of LeGS thlln 0~·haL1 (112' C~: shDLL ~ dro~ 
and 1roctlons of one-hlll1 (1/2) cent or greater sh.ll bt Incr.,oGod to the ~xt hIgher whole c~t_ 

EXCEPTION: The Gurcharge hereIn sholl not appLy to: 

,. Item '10 • Acc"ssor;al ChDrges; 

2. Items 170 and 1eO • Split Pickup and SpLit O"Llllery; 

3~ Item 200 - Stopping In TrAnsIt: .nd 

4. Item 2'0 (RaILhelld·to-r.fLh.ad Ch.rge5 Only). 

,CE) Expires May 2, 1991 

;, Change ) 
¢ R~uct{on ) DecIsion 91·02,037 

r "'urod by th., 

EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 22, 1991 

PUBLIC UTILITIES C~"lS:IOH or THE STATE 0' CALIFORHIA 
Covernor Eomund C. '1'111:* Brown Building 

50S Var'1 lin:> Aver'1UC' 
San 'r3r'1Cis~o, ~l!~orn;~ 9~'02 



• 

~ 

e 

~MI"R~FN_CY_ ,un SURCHA~~?.PJ.~MI!.NT 

~b(E)$UPPL£M£NT 5 

. (Ca~ela SUppLement 4) 

(SuppLement S Contafna ALL Changes) 

TO 

~fNtMUM RATE TARI" 4-C 

NAJI!fNG 

~INIMUM RATES AND' RULES 

'OR THE 

TRANSPORTATION OF USED PROPERTY~ NAMELY: 

HOUS£HO~D COOOS, PERSONAL EF'ECTS AND 

OFFICe, STORE AND INSTITUTIONAL FURNITURE, 

'IXTURES AND EQUIPMENT OVER THe 

PUBLlC HICHWAYS WITHIN THE . 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

. 
BY 

HOUSEHO~D GOODS CARRIERS 

~'E)APPLlCAT10H OF SURCHARGE 

Except os otherwise prov I dod,. c~te the amount of charges in accordance wfth the 
rates end ruLoG in this tariff, and increaso the resulting total as follows: 

1. By one (1) percent on chargos computed at ratos set forth in 
Item 320; and 

2~ By two (2) porcent on· charges c~tod at rates sot forth in Items 300, 
310, 330,.3aO and 390~ 

The surcharge authorized herein· shall be computed to the neorost five (5) cents. In 
computing the surcharge, two and one-half (2-1/2) cents ,haLL be considered as being nearer to 
the next five conts. 

liCE) Expires. Hay 2, 1991 

~ Change ) 
h Reduction) Decision 91-02-037 

Issued by the 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Governor Edmund G. *Pat; Brown· Bu,Lding 
50S- Van Ness Avenue 

San Francisco, CaLifornia 94102 



~b'E)SUPP~£M£NT ~9 

(Cal'lCeLs Supplement 38) 

(Suppl~nt. 9, 33" 3S, 36 .nd '9 Contain ALL Chang •• ) 

TO 

MINIMUM RAT' TARIFF 7·A 

tjA)o!II/C 

MINIMUM RATES AND RU~ES 

FOR THE 

TRANSPORTATION OF PROPERTY IN DUMP TRUCK 

EQUIPMENT BET~EEN POINTS IN CA~l'ORNrA 

BY 

HICH~AY CONTRACT CARRIERS 

ACRICV~TURA~'CARRIERS 

AND 

DUMP TRUCK CARRIERS 

,6(E)APPLlCATION OF SURCHARC£ 

Except as otherwi,e provided, comput~ the amount of chGrg~B in Iccordance with the rat~ 
Ind rul~s of th!G tariff, and increase the amount so computed as follows: 

1. By four (4) percent on charges r.omputed at rates provided fn Items 290, 300, 310, 
320, 32S, 330, 340, 490 and 510. 

2.. By three and fiv~tenths (3.5) perc~t on charge' computeo<! It rates provide<! in 
Items 390 and 400. 

For purposes of disposing of fractions under provisions hereof, frictions of less than one­
half (1/2) cent shaLL be dro~ and fractions of Of\e·haLf (1/2) cent or groater .hDH be incrouod 
to the next higher whole cent. 

~(E) Expires HDY 2, 1991 

(Change ) 
~, Reduction) Decicion 91·02·037 

1 "ued by the 
PUB~lC UTI~ITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CA~I'ORNIA 

Covernor E~nd C. "'PDt'" Brown SufLdlng 
505 Van NC55 Avenue 

San 'r~l'ICi~co, California 94102 

EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 22, 1991 



,bC!)SUPPLEM!NT 52 

(Cancel. Suppl~t 51) 

(SuppLemenu 6, 13, 27, 29; 46,. 48,. 49 IIrd 52 Contain AlL OIang .. ) 

TO 

MINIMUM· RATE TARIFF 17'A 

NAI'IINC 

MINIMUM RATES AND RULES 

FOR THC 

TRANSPORTATION OF PROPERTY 

IN DUMP TRUC~ EQUIPMENT FROM· 

OE~INED PRODUCTION AREAS TO DESICNATED DELIVERY ZONES 

AND POINT~ IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

BY 

HICH~AY CONTRACT CARRIERS 

AND 

DUMP TRUCK CARRIERS 

,bCE)APPLICATION OF SURCHARCE 

Exc~pt 0' oth~rwl,~ provld~, Comput. th. amount of chlrg~1 in lecordlnc~ with th. rat~~ 
al'd ruL~n of thl. tariff, .nd Increane the amount 50 computed by three Ind flve·t~nth. (3.5) ~rc.nt. 
(SCE EXCEPTION) 

For purpose~ of disposing of fractions under provlsfons her~f, fractions of less than one­
half ,1/2) cent shall be dropped end fractions of one-hllf (1/2) cent or greater shall be incr~ased 
to the next higher whole cent. 

EXCEPTION: The surcharg~ her~ln shiLL not apply to: 

1. Paragraphs (b) and (C) in It~ 1Z0 - Application of Tllriff··Rlt~s: 

2. It~ 170 - AccessorIal Charge~ (At Origin): 

3. Item 180 - AccessoriaL Charg~s (At o.stinatlon): 

4. It~ 200 and 220 (RaiLhead-to-raILhead charges onLy); 

S. Item 280 - CoLl~et on DeLivery (C.O.D.' Shipment; and 

~CE) EXpires May 2, 1991 

I Change ) 
b Reduetfon ) Decision 91-02-037 

J ssued by the 

EFFECTIVE FEBRUAAY 22, 1991 

PUBLIC UTILITIES C~MISSI0H OF THE STATE OF CALIFORHIA 
Covernor Edmund C. 'Pat' Brown BuiLding 

50S Vln Ne~n Avenue 
San FranCisco, CaLfforni. 94'02 



· ' . . , • ~ 'I, 'I ,,' 

~CE)SUPP~EM£HT 36 

(C.nc~l. S~lement 35) 

(Supplelll'!'nta 2" 7. 30, 32, 33 and 36 Contain AtL Changes) 

TO 

~IH1MUM RATE TARI" 20 

HAIUHC 

MINIMUM ZONE RATES AND RULES 

'OR THE 

TRAN:;PORTAT10N OF ROC:~ •. SAND AND GRAVEL. 

IN 'OUR- AND 'tV!-AXLE DUMP TRUC~ EOUIPMENT 'ROM 

DEFINED PROOUC:TION AREAS TO DESICNATED DELIVERY ZONES 

A~D Dr:;TANC:E RATES 

IN NORTHERN CA~I'ORNIA 

BY 

DUMP TRUC~ CARRIERS 

,oCE)APPL.fCATIOH OF SURCHARCE 

E.xct!pt as otht!rwhe provideod,. c::~tl!' tht! amount of chorg~s in accordance wfth che rates and 
r-uLes of this tarif1. and fncrease the amount so c::~ted by three and fiv~·tenths (l.5) percent. 
(SEE EXCEPTION) 

,or pur~GeD 01 dfDPOli~ 01 fraction, ~er provll!onl hereof. fraction. of leD. then 
one-half (1/2) cent shalL be droppt!d and fr.cti~s 01 one-haL1 (1/2) cent or greater .heLL be 
incrt!ised to the nt!xt higher whole cent. 

EXCEPTION: The Iyrchorge herein sholL not appLy to: 

1. Items 1aO and 190 - Acc~lorl.l Chor"e.; 

2. Item 195 • Tarp Labor Charge; 

3. JtemD 200 and 220 (Railhead-co-raiLhead ch.rges onLy): .nd 

4. It.m 2eO • CoLleCt on Delivery (C.O.D.) Shi~"t. 

JCE) E,xpl ~es May 2,. 1991 

flChonge ) o Reduction, Dl!'cision 91-02·037 
EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 22. '991 

J IIIVed by the! 
'PUB~JC UTILITIES COMM!:;SI0N O~ THE STATE OF CAL.IFORNIA 

Covernor EOrr..II'Id C. "PaC'" Srown Sui ldlng 
505 Van Nes, Av~e 

San Francisco, California 94102 


