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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

In the Matter of the Application of 
Union Paeifie Railroad Company for 
an Order Authorizing Construction of an 
Additional Track at Separated Grade 
(overcrossing) Over the Above Whittier 
Boulevard (State Highway 72) at Mile 
Post 9.47 in the City of Pico Rivera, 
County of Los Angeles, State of 
California. 

OF TH~mo. nE~O~~.. /. [. ~IA 
) 1,0'1 U . ~l ) .. JJ..; . . .; 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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) 

Application 90-03-045· 
(Filed March 29, 1990 

(Amended February 22, 1991) 

----------------------------------) 
onNIQ.~ 

Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) requests authority to 
eonstruct an additional grade separation structure, adjacent and 
parallel to the existing Whittier Boulevard-State Route 72 (SR-72) 
Underpass and to perform other improvements and alterations as 
indieated in the applieation, modification to the application, 
construction plans provided to interested parties and Appendix A 
attached to this order, in Pico Rivera, Los Angeles County. 

The existing Whittier Boulevard grade separation struc­
ture was :built in 1925 and now accomodates one main line track. UP 
proposes to modify the structure by widening to accommodate one 
additional track to provid.e rail service to an automobile unloading 
faeility located southerly of the main line in the City of 
Montebello. 

Cal trans is the lead agoncy for this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Aet of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000, et seq. Cal trans has 
determined that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA under 
P:R Code Section 21080.13. In addition UP has prepared a 
Proponent's Environmental Assessment Study, attached ~s Exhibit 
F to application, which concludes that the project (the modifica-
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tion of the Whittier Boulevard grade separation struc~ure) will no~ 
have any significant adverse effect on the environment. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this projec~ 
under CEQA and has independently reviewed and assessed the Propo­
nen~s Environmental Assessment Study and Caltr",ns exemption deter­
mination. The site of ~he proposed projec~ has been inspected by 

the Commission Safety Division Traffic Engineering staff. The 
staff has examined the need to construct an additional bridge 
structure and traek over Whittier Boulevard and recommends that 
approval for the project be granted. 

The application is in compliance under the Commission'S 
filing requirements, including Rule 40 of the Rules of 
Practice and Procedures which relates to the construction of a 
railroad track across a public highway. Detailed drawings of the 
proposed construction are included in Appendix A attached to this 
order. 
linding$_of F~ct 

l. Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission Daily Calendar on April 2, 1990. 

2. On April 4, 1990, The United Transportation Union 
(UTU) filed a protest to the applieation concerning U?'s request 
for an exemption from General Order (GO) 26-0 clearance require­
ments. 

3. By Amendmen~ ~o the Application filed on February 22, 
1991, UP withdrew the request for an exemption from (GO) 26-D, 
stating that the new and existing bridge structures were redesigned 
to comply with (GO) 26-D. OTU notified the CommiSSion by le~tcr 
dated April 3, 1991 that it wished to withdraw its protest to the 
application. There are no other unresolveQ matters. A public 
hearing is not necessary. 

4. UP requests authority under Public Utilities Code 
Sections 1201-1205 to cons~ruc'l: an additional separation strlJ.cture, 
adjacent and parallel to the existing structure at Whittier Boule-

- 2 -



A.90-03-04s S/RRT/dt* 

~-
4It vard-SR-72 and to perform other related items in connection with 

the construction of the additional track in Pico Rivera, Los 
A."'l.geles County, as indicated in the revised plans and Amendment to 
the Application. 
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5. Construction of the additional bridge structure and 
track over Whittier Boulevard is required to provide improved rail 
service to the Chrysler auto facility in nearby Montebello. 

6. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require 
construction of the additional grade separation structure over 
Whittier Boulevard. 

7. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under 
CEQA, as amended. 

8. The Commission is a responsible agency for this 
project and has reviewed and considered Proponent's Environmental 
Assessment and the lead agency's exemption determination. 

9. The project will not have a significant effect on tho 
environment. 
Conclusion Q~w 

The application should be granted as set forth in tho 
following order. 

IT" IS ORDERED that: 
1. Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP), is authorized 

to construct an additional grade separation structure adjacent and 
parallel to, the existing Whittier Boulevard State Route 72 
(SR-72) Undercrossing at the location and substantially as shown by 
plans attached to the application, amendment thereto and the Ap­
pendix to this order, to be identified as Crossing 3-9.47-B in Pico 
Rivera, Los Angeles County. 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order 
(GO) 26-0. Walkways shall conform to GO 118. 

3. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne 
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4It in accordance with an agreement which has been entered into between 

the parties. A copy of the agreement, together with plans of the 
crossing approved by Caltrans, shall be filed with the Commission's 
Safety Division prior to commencing construction. Should the 
parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of 
construction and maintenance by further order. 
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4. Within 30 days after completion of the work under 
this order, UP shall notify the Commission's Safety Division in 
writing that the authorized work has been completed. 

5. The application is granted as set forth above. 
This order becomes effective 30 days from today. 
Dated JUN • .o 5 1991 , at San Francisco, California. 
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PATRtCIA M. ECICBtT 
Presidant 

G. MITCHEU WltK 
JOHN B. OHANIAN 

OANfEL Wm. FESStfR 
NORMAN 0 .. SHUMWAY 

Cocnmisstoners 
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