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Decision _9_2_01_' _0_2_8 JAN' 1 () '1992 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILI1-IES COHHISSIOlt OF THE STATE OF CALIFOruiIA 

In the Matter 6f the Application of » 
LOs ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 

COMMISSION 
for ali order authorizing the 
construction Of two tail transit 
tracks at separat~d qrade aboVe 
Lapham street"Douglas street, 
Nash street, Maple Avenue; Mariposa 
AVenue, Grand Avenue, Nash Street 
and El segundo Boulevard in the 
City of El segund6t county of LOs ) 
Angeles, california ) 
--------------------------------) 

®OOD(ffiU~L\\[ 
Application 91-07:"039 
(Filed July 26, 1991) 

Q£.!H.l.2lf 

-As part .ot the project to coJistruct it rail transit '(RT)' 

system, the Los Angeles county TranspOrtation commission (LAcTC) 

requests,authority to construct two rail vehicle (RV) tracks at 
separated grades above Lapham Street, Douglas stre~t, Nash street,· 

'Maple AV(muet Mariposa Avenue; Crand Avenue, Nash street and El 
segundo Boulevard in El segundo, Los Angeles county as indicated in 

. the Application and in Appendi~ A. 
The Los Ang~les Metro Green Line project with sixteen 

passenger rail stations will serve thousands of citizens daiiy when 
service begins in 1994. The 23-mile line begins in Norwalk 
(studebaker Road and the san Gabriel River FreewaY-Interstate Rotite 
605 (1-605). The tracks run along the center of Interstate-165 (I~ 
105)-Glen Anderson Freeway to Aviation Boulevard and Imperial 
Highway, where it branches into northern and souther~ extensions.' 

The portion of the project this Application deals with~is 
the NsouthM El segundo Extension, a separate 3.5-mile segment which 
will carry rail commuters into El segundo's major employment area, 
with an option that ultimately this line will be carried to the city 

of 
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LACTC advises the commission that the Metro Gre'en" Transit 
Line will become a vftai part ot L6s Angeles county's 300-miie ' 
passenger network. The tact that the line is grade separated 
will offer a distinct advantage to Metro passengers, aliowing trains 
to run more frequently in order to serve more passengers. Ddring 
peak hours, Green Line trains will board riders every two and one
half minut~s on the maln Norwalk to &1 segundo line. On the two' 
branches (north and south), boarding will occur appro)Cimately every 
fiVe minutes. 

LACTC is the lead agency for this project under the 
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources COde sections 21000, at seq. A Draft Environmental 
Public Impact Report (DEIR) for the century/EI sequrtdoExtensionRail 
Transit project was released to the public on July 3, 1986, bE!ginriing 
the formal review periodj which closed AugUst 25, 1986. Th~ DtiR :' 
evaluated the proposed rail transit project and several option's". " A 

public hearing was held August 12, 1986. Comm~nts by the pUblio and 

government officials, where feasible; were incorporated into th~ 
Final EIR (FEIR) and were generally determined to be as fOllowst 

IMPACT 

a) Land Use 
Right-ot-way (ROW) acquisition 
requires 11.6 acres of private~ 
ly held property. 

b) Traffio circulation 
project will narrow Right-of
Way on Nash street. 
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FINDINGS 

Unavoidable Impact-
private land takinq has been 
held to the absolute miilimun. 

significa.nt-
Mitigation modest flaring to 
accommodate turning lanes 6n 
Nash & Douglas streets will 



· . 

". increase traffic capaoity. 

c) freight Rail' 
Design6t Douglas Street 6n ramp 
to the c~ntury Freeway, requires 
modification of e~isting spur 
line. 

d) Noise and Vibration 
Rail line passes lnclos~ pro)(i:" 
mity to ttJo sensitive receptors. 

e) construotion. 
Minot-disruption of traffic fiow 
would occur on Nash, Ma'ple,Mari
posa, Grand, Douglas, El s.egundo 
artd Aviation during c6nstruction 
of tracks and aerial structures. 

£) Air Quality 
Transit improvements are integral ' 
part ot the Regional Air Quality 
Management Plan~, Any shift from 
auto to transit woUld be benefi
cial. 

9) Ecological 
No Impacts Anticipated 
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Not signiticant~ 
Existing spur, tracks are, 
not in use., . if freight 
servic$'is'restored, the spur 
can be modified t6provide 
access. 

Not slgnificartt~ 
'Noise and vibtati6ns impacts 
are within e~istingambient 
leVels at thes~ lOcations.' 

significant-
But temporary cOl;structic;tl" 
phasing will be programmed to 
minimize. impacts. 

overall Benefioial Impact
construction would be governed 
by standard industry'cOdesand 
practices as well as Federal 
and state Laws.' 

Not significant 
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h)His'torical arid-cultural 
No Impacts Anticipated 

.. -"":. ... 

After the review ot a Final-Environmental Impaot Report 
(FEIR); tACTo -approVed the projeot. On November 12, 1986, a -CNotlc~ 

_ of -Determination Was filed with the SecI'etaryt6'c R~sour-ces and with 
the LOs Angeles County Clerk which found that -The project \ifll have 
a. significant 'impaot cn the environment.- ,A statement6fOverriding 
considerations was adopted tOl" the project. Mitigation measures:w!ll 

-either eliminate or reduce the severity 6f the adverse impact to 
adceptable levels. 

The Los Angeles county Transportation commission determined. 
_ that the social, economic and transportation benefit~ 6f constructing 
-thecentury-Elsegundo Extension Rail Transit project outweigh-~nd 
override -the unaVoidable adverse enviroilmEmta1 impacts. -The soc~al, 

__ economic iuidtrb.nsportation reasOns supporting this determination- are 
listed belowi 

* The project will improve the accessibility to the' El 
segundo Employment Center for century Line -r id~rs.-

; , - ' 

* The project.wi1l provide transportation tor up to 
14,000 additional persons per day on the cen~ury 
Line; 

* The project will provide a raii vehlcl~ storage 
facility thereby improving the operational ~ffioierlcy 
of the century Line; 

* The project will provide an alternative ~eans of 
transportation to and within the very congested El 
segundo Employment Area. 

- 4 -



• -, 

• 

A.91-07-039 s/RRT/rm 

The projeot is in conformance with applicable local 
improvement and regional transportation 'plans. This' 
project will be part 6-t the lS0-mile countywride rail 
transit system mandated by proposition AI and wi!'l 
thereby provide alternative means of transportation
during fuel crisis and increased future traffic 
congestion. 

,;" . 

The commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's FEIR. 
The commission's safety Division Traffic Engineering staff 'inspected 

,the site of the proposed project. After reviewing thert~ed -for and 
safety of the proposed grade separations at the locations i~dicated 
in the Application and in Append!}, A of this order I as well as -
considering otherpertine~t factors, the statf recommends that_ 
authorlty be granted to construct the proposed- -eight grade" '-
separations of the Metro Green Line. 

The Application was found to be in compliance with the 
Commission's filing requirements including Rule 40 ot the Rul~s6l 
praotice and procedures, which relates to the constructiol'lOf a
railroad track across a public highway, with the exception of 
requirement -a,. which requires a legal description Of the crossing. 
However, LAcrc has provided detailed Base property and survey control 
Maps which contain coordinate control points that would enable a 
licensed surveyor or a civil Engineer to rapidly locate any boundary 
line within the area of the qrade separation. , 

The Base property and survey control. Maps, sheets 1 to ·4 .. 
were prepared by Licensed Land surveyor, David DeGroot, california 
License 3968 and are part of Exhibit -GM attached to the applicatIon. 
The Traffic Engineering staff recommend that these maps beac_cepted 
under the circumstances of this application. 

By protest filed AUgust 26, 1991, the United Transportation 

- 5 -



'e 

• 

Union (UTU), stated, among other things, that the application did not 
contain steps that applicant intended to take in the planninq and 
construction of the proposed automated rail system to assure safe 
operation~ These concerns relate largely to the proposed automatic 
operating system for the trains; and not directly to the issue of
vhether the public safety would be enhanced by grade separating the 
crossings as proposed in the instant application. 

LACTC responded 60 september 13, 1991; advising all 
interested parties that all 6f the safety issues relevant to the 
construction of the grade separations were addressed in the 
application and that the proposed grade separation structures meet _ 
the safety requirements contained in applicable commission's General 

Orders. 
In addition LAc'rC points out, that requirements assooiated 

with the proposed signal system, train control system and operating 
conditions a-re subject to the Commission's General Order (GO) 127 and 
are being addressed by LAcTc.and the CODmission staff. Any issues 
arising out GO ·127, and other applicable orders and requirements, 
wili be subject to detailed review and testing by the joint stat!sot 
LACTC and the cpucprior to commencing commerciAl operations. 

The southern extension of the Metro Green Line is alreAdy 
under construction. The commission has already issued four orders 
authorizing construction: Decision (D.) 91-09-032 in Application (A.) 
91-02-072, D.~1-09-038 in A.91-02-095, D.91-09-036 in A.~1-03-014 And 
D.91-09-081 in A.91~04-006. It would not be in the publio inter~st 
to halt or delay construction ot the grade separation structures to 
consider the essentially unrelated concerns of the UTU. This 1s 
espeoially true in view of the fact that the subject matter of the 
UTU'S concerns is already addressed by GO 127. 

The Commission has a stron<j policy faVoring grade 
separation 6f rail/street crossings where passenger trains are 
involved (Mayfield V. SIP. Co. (1913) 3 CRe 474; Kern county Bd . 
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· Of supervisors (1951) 51 CPUC 317 J City Of santa Cruz (1914) 5 CRC ' 
269) • Our order in thi~ application is consistent with this . policy. 

LACTC wishes to b~gin construction ot the qrade,separati6~S 
attheeariiest possible date. 'It is therefore requested that the . 
usual JO-dayeffective date on an order be waived. Wewill·makeour 
order effective immediately. 

FindIngs of Fact 
1. LACTC requests authority under Public utilities (PU) 

code Sections 1201-1205 to construct two RV tracks at separated 
grades above Lapham street, Douglas street, Nash street, Maple 
AVenUe, 'Mariposa AVenua,Grand AVenue, Nash street and El segundo. 
Boulevard at the location shown by Exhibits A, B, C attached\6~the 
Application and App~ndix A Of this order in El segundo, LOs Angeles 
county. 

2. Construction of the proposed grade separatlon~is an' 
essential element in the construction of the Metro Green Line· 
Century-El Seguildo (south) Extension Rail Transit project. 

3. UTU tiled a protest to the application On August 26 1 

1991 stating that the application did not contain steps applicant 
intended to . take in the plannhig and construction of the proposed 
automatic rail system to assure safe operation. 

4. By Response to Dismiss protest, dated september 13, 

1991, LACTC states that ail of the safety issues relevant to the 
construction ot the grade separations were address~d in the 
application and that the proposed grade separations meet t'he safety 
,requirements contained in applicable commissions General Orders. 

5. LACTC further points out, that requirements 
associated with proposed signal system, train c6ntr~1 system and 
operating conditions are subject to this commission/s GO 1271 and 
other applicable orders and requirements; and will be subject to 
detailed review, scrutiny, inspection and testing_ 
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-6. The .Southern Extension' of the Metro Gr~en Line is _.-

currentlY tiJider construction. The cOJllDission has already issued four 
orders authorizing construction. The four orders arel 

Qe6isi2D {D. ) NQ. ~ Alm1lcation 'A~ ) HOi 

D. 91-08-032 sept. 6, 1991 A. 91-02-072 

D. 91-09-038 sept. 6, 1991 A. 91-02-095 

D. 91-09-036 sept. 6; 1991 A. 91 ... 03~014 

O. 91-09-081 sept. 251 1991 A. 91;.04-006 

7. Exhibit dG,* sheets 1 to 41 Base property and survey 
control Maps, prepared by Licensed Land surveyor, David DeGroot, 
california License 3968,l!1eet requirement "a" Of Rule 40 pertAining 
to property descriptions. Exhibit "G' is attached to the 

. application. 
8. The commission is a responsible agency for this proJect 

and has revlawed and considered the lead agency/s FEIR, 
9. The south-El Segundo Extension of the Gl'e~n Lin~Rail 

Transit project will have a significant impact. On theehVil"6&i.ent-; 
however, mitigation measures taken by LACTC in land use, traffic' 
circulation and construction vill either eliminate or reduce the 
severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

10. A statement of Overridinq considerations vas adopted- for 

the project. 
11. Transit improvements are an inteqral part of the 

Regional Air Quality Management plan. 
12. A shift from auto to rail transit would be bemHlclai to 

the Los Angeles M~tropoll\an Area. 
13. The project is in conformance with applicable local 

improvenent'and regional transportation plans. This proj~ct ",Hi be 
part of the 1s0-mile countywide rail transit system mandated by 
proposition A, and will thereby provide alternative means of· 
transportation during fuel crisis and increased future traffic 
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c()ng~stlon. 
, 14. The construction of the eight qrade separatIons will 'not 

comproJnisethe sate operation of the rail sy~t~m. R~thE!r, th'e ," 
proposed qrade ~eparati()ns~il1 substantially enhance pUblio saf$ty 
bY'removing potential trilin/car conflicts'A'tld reducing acoid~nts. , 

15, To delay c()nstruction the qrad~ separatiollsvould' crea'te 
, project tlinedelays whichvould result in costly ,finanoial 'ov~rI'un's' 
f6r the public agencies 'concern~d. 

16. Publio conv~nience, necessity; ~nd safety r~quiresthe 
constiuction-of the tw6RV'tra.cks at separated qrade above'Upham 
street, Douglas street, Nash street, Maple Avenue, Mariposa. Avenue, 
Grand Avenue ,Nash street and El Segundo Boulevard as indiC'at'ed In", 
Appendix A attached to this order.' 

conclusions of LaW 

1., The Application should be granted as set forth in the " 
following order. 

, 2. The usual 30-day effecth/e date On an 6rd~r should be , 
waived as !.ACTC wishes to begin construction of the 9radeseparAtion 
project at the earliest possible date. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The LOs Angeles county Transportation" Commission (!.ACTe) is 

authorized to construct two rail vehicle tracks At separated grades, 
, above Lapham street, DOUqlas street, Nash street, Maple Aven'ue, , 
"Mariposa Avenue, Grand AVenUe, Nash street arid E.1 segundO BouleV~rd 
In El segundo, Los Angeles County, at'the location and SUbstantially 
as shown by plans attached to the Application and Appendix A of this 
order • 
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2. The proposed grade s~parated crossings all located in El 
segundo shall be identified as f61lowsf 

PROPOSEP CROSSING HUMBER CROSSING NAME 

LAPHAM STREET 

DOUGLAS STREET 

NASH STREET 

MAPLE AVENUE 

MARIpOSA AVENUE 
GRAND AVENUE 
NASH STREET 

EL SEGUNDO BOULEVARD 

84'1'-0.128 
84T-O.4B 
84T-O.6B 
S4T-O.7B 
84T-O.9B 
84T-1.2B 
84T-1.38B 
S4T-L4 B 

3. ciearances and walkways shall cOliform to General order 14l. 
"io construction and maintenance costs shall be bOitl~ in" 

Accordance with an agreement which has' been entered into betwae'l\the 
parties. A copy of the agreement has been tiled with the COlluid~sion, 

5. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, LACTC'shall notify the commission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

6. This authorization shall eXpire if not exercised within' 
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not COmplied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified it 
public convenience, necessity, 6r safety so require • 
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7. " The APpil¢atlon- iS9rarit~d'. asset f6rth above. 
This'otd~~:is ~tf(§ctive todily. ' . . . .... 
DAted. JAN 1 0 '199[ " at San Fi'-Arioisc6, Cali tor~ fa. 
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DANIEt.Wm.mSLER . 
. President. . 
J()HNB~OHANIAN . 

PATRiCIA· M. ECKERT' 
. HORMAN D. SHUHWAY 
. commissioners . 
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