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Deoision . 92 -0:1·92~ JAN 10 1992 _ 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES cOMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNI~···· 

Application aftha city of san carlos ) 
for an order authorizing construction Of 
5,500 feet <:,f Ea~thfill,embankment and 
two railr~ad grade ~epa~ation s~~uctur~sl 
One to carry Brittan Avenue traffio Under 
tha tracks of the southern pacifio . 
Transportatiol'i company. (PUC No. E-23.9) 
One to carry Howard Avenue traffic under » 
the tracks of the southern pacifio 
Transportation Company •. (PUC HC:,. E-24.1) ) 
This project is sometimes referred to as ) 
the -Brittan/Howard Avenues Grade ) 
separation project-. ) 
-------------------------------------) 

OPINIOH 

@mn@~[fI&~ 
AP~Pc~~Wn 91-03"03~ 

(Filed Harch 15, 199~, 
amended september 16i 
1991) . 

The city of san carlos (City) requests authOrity to 
construct Brittan Avenue and Howard AVenue at separated grades 

'under the trAcks of Southern Paoifio Transpo~tation compan~tls (SPT) 
JIIain line in San CarlOS, san Mateo county. Train service on this- . 
line includes frequent passenger schedules (-'caltrain"), plus' so~e. 
freight servic~. city also requests authority to construct tW6 
temporary crossings at grade across shoofly tracks tor Use during 
construction of the underpasses. 

The proposed grade separations will improVe traffic 
circulation, reduce travel time, and enhance safety of motorists. 
~he construction will be accomplished by raising the tracks On an 
embankment for a distance of approximately one mile. san Carlos is 
located appro~imately midway between San JOse and san FtartciscoJ 
Brittan and Howard Avenues run east-west and will provide improved 
.cross-town- access between the predominately residentialwest~ide 
and the commercial/industrial eastern part of the city, it the 
requested 9rade separation authority is granted. Access today is 
limited to at-grade crossings in this vioinity. 
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City is the lead agency for this project under the 
california f:nvironmental Quality Act of 1970 (CE~A)'I as amended, 
Publio Resources (PR) code sections 21000, et seq. After 
preparation and review of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), 
city. approved the project. On October 11,1990, a Notic$ of 
Determination was filed with the san Mat~o county clerk which tound 
that -The project will have a significant effect on the 

environment.-
Major impacts include displa.cement of approximately 1~ 

businesses and the removal of 19 structures, changes in lOcal 
traffic patterns, increase in noise leVels, and visual impacts. 
Mitigation measures will include relocation a~~istance, limiting
temporary road closures to 6ff-peak hours, considering instaliation 
of residential acoustic insulation, and landscaping. 

The commission is a responsible agency for this proje6t 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agancy's EIIt;· 
The site of the proposed project has been inspected by the
Commission's safety Division Traffic Engineering staff. The stat! 
examined the need tor and safety of the proposed construction, a'nd' 
recommends issuance of an eK parte order Autho-riz!ng construotio~· 
of the proposed grade separations and temporary grade crossirtqs, 
subject to th~ installation of automatic gate-type signals as 

protection. 
Application 91-03-033 meets the filing requirements of 

the commission's Rules of practice and procedure, inoluding Rule 
38, which relates to the construction of a public highway acros~ a 
railroad. A sketch of the proposed crossing area is includ~d as 

Appendix A. 
FindiDgs of Faot 

1. Notices ot the application and amendment werepubllshed 
in the commission's Daily calendar on March 19 and september 24, 
1991, respectively. No protests have been received. A publio 
hearing is not necessary. 
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. 2 • city requests autho~ity under pUblic' utititl~~('Py) _"C6de . 
sections 1201-1205 toconstru6t Brittan Avenue and Howa'rd Aven~~ 

. underpasses under the tracks of SPT/s main line in San ca~lo!;./·sa'n 
_ Hateocounty ~ 

3. construction of the underpasses requires that tempbrary •. 
(irade crossiI~gs of Brittan Avenue and Howard AvenU~ be construct ad 
across a shoofly track l which will be t<equit.d during constru"cti6t» 

4. The underpasses ar~ required to improve traffic 
circulation and safety ot motorists. 

5. PUbl io ~afety requires thatprotecti6n at each of' .the 
temporary grade crossings be two standard No. 9 automatic gat~~type 
signals (General order (GO) 75-C). 

6. public convenience, n.cessity, aJid safety re"quire 
construction of the proposed underpasses. 

7. city is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as 

amended. 
8. The commission is a respoJisible agency for this project 

and has reviewed b.nd ~onsidered the lea? agency's EIR. 
- 9. The projec'twlll have _a significant iJnpa.ct on the -~'-, 

environment; however, the adopted mitigati<n1 measures will' r~duce 
the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptahl~ level~. 
Conclusions of Law 

1. The application is" uncontested, and a public hearing is' 

not necessary. 
2. The application should be granted as set forth in the 

following order. 

IT IS ORDERED thatl 
1. The city of san carlos (city) is auth6tized to cori~ttuct 

Brittan Avenue and Howard Avenue at separated grades under the 
tracks of southern pacific Transportation company's (SPT) main line 
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itt sa'tl carlos, San Mateo County, at the focationCs and SUbstantiai~Y',c 
as shown by plans attached to the applicatlon,to be' identJ.tf~das " 
crossings £-23.9-B and £24.1-B, respectivelY. . 

2. city is also authoriz~d to construct tel!lporary grade", 
crossings of Brittan and Howard AVenues across SFT's shoofly' _ ... ' 
tracks, which will be required during the peri6d of C6nstructi6n~' 

3. protection At the temporary grade crossings shall be two 
standard No. 9 automatio gate-type siqnals GO 75-C. 

4. upon completion of the Brittan Avenue Grade separation," . 
vehicular traffic will be detoured from the e~lstinq Howard AvertUe 
at grade railroad crossil'1g to the new railroad underpass at Brittan 
AVenue. 

5. construction ot the temporary shootly grade crossinqs 
shall be equal or superior to standard No. 1 of GO 72-B. 

6. clearances shall be in accordance with do 26-0. " 
walkvays shall conform to GO 118. 

7. "construction and maintenance costs shall be borne ilL 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties •. A copy ot the agreement, together with plans of the' 
crossings approved by SPT shall be filed with the commission's' 
safety Division prior to commencing construction. ShoUld the:· 
parties fail to agree, the commission will apportion the' costs of . 
construction and maintenance by further ordar. 

8. within lO days after completion of the work under this 
order, city shall advise the commissionJs safetY"Division in 
writing that the authorized work has been complet~d. 

9. 7his authorization shall expire it not exercis~d wfth~n 
three years unless time 1s extended or if the above conditions at~ 
not complied with. Authorization JIlay be revoked or modified if"" 
publio convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 
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"', 16'0' ~he ·ap~ilcati6n is:gran't;'e~d'~~"~~t~~f\;"rlK~~bOve:/ . 
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"Th~~ ord~r" p~c6nie~efiecitlve' ;0 'day~ 'iJ.'olll ~6daY. " , 
,Dated' ,·J,AN rool~92~' ' .. " at' sanFra'noisC6t'¢~ilf6inla. 

. . 

J)ANI~L WIll. FESSLER 
. " , President . 

.. _. ·JOHNS. 6HANIAN . 
PATRICIA H. ECKER1:' 

NORMAtf. D~ SHUMwAY 
C6:mmissioners 
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