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BEFORE THB PUBLIC UTILITIES COHHISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA'.

Application of the city of san carlos -
for an order authorizing construction of
ca o

5,500 feet of Earthfill ‘embankment and n 91- 03 033'
jtwo railroad gradé séparation structurest Filed March 15, 193%1,
onée to carry Brittan Avenue traffic under aménded Septembér 16,
the tracks of the Southern Pacific 1991)
Transportation Company. (PUC No. E-23.9)
oné to carry Howard Aveénué traffic under )
the tracks of the Southern Pacific )
,Transpbrtation Compan¥ (PUC No. E-24.1) g
me

)

)

)

This project is somet s referred to as
the *Brittan/Howard Avenues Grade
Separation Project~”.

OPINION

The City of San Carlos (City) requests authority to
construct Brittan Avenué and Howard Avenueé at separated gradés ’
‘under theé tracks of southern pacific TransportatiOn Company's (SPT)
main lineé in San carlos, san Mateo County. Train service on this .
1ine includes frequént passenger schedules ('Caltrain'), plus’ soéne -
- frelight service. city also requests authority to construct two - -

temporary crossings at gradé across shoofly tracks for use during
construction of thé undérpasses.

The proposéd gradé separations will improve traffic
circulation, réduce travel time, and énhancé safety of motorists.
The construction will bé accomplishéd by raising the tracks on an
embankmént for a distance of approximately one mile. San Carlos is
located approximately nidway bétwéen San Jose and San Francisco}
Brittan and Howard Avenues run éast-west and will provide improved
#cross-town® access betwéen the predominately residential westside
and the commercial/industrial eastern part of the city, if the
requested grade séparation authority is granted. Access today is
1imited to at-grade crossings in this vicinity.
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 city is the léad agency for this project under the =
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, = -
‘public Resources (PR) Code Sections 51000, et seq. After
preparation and review of an'sﬂviroﬁmental Impact Report (Elﬁ),i7:7,
city approved the project. on October 11, 1990, a Notice of N
petermination was filed with the san Mateo County clerk which found
that ~Thée project will have a significant effect on the I
environment.” _
Major impacts include displacement of approximately 16
pusinesses and the removal of 19 structures, changes in lecal
traffic patterns, increase in nolse 1évels, and visual impécts.
Mitigation measures will {nclude relocation assistance, limiting L
temporary road closures to off-peak hours, considering installation
of residential acoustic insulation, and landscaping. - '

The Commission is a responsible agency for this'prbjéét*

under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency’s EIR.
hé site of the propoésed project has béen inspectéed by the - )7_5:
comnission’s safety Division Traffic Enqineeriné staff. 1The'st5ff"”
examined the need for and safety of the proposed'édnstrUCtioh,‘éh&”?
recomnmends issuance of an ex parteé order authorizing construction’
of the proposed grade separations and témporary grade ctdssiﬂés,_ =
subject to the installation of automatic gate-type signals as -
protection. , | ’
Application $1-03-033 meets the filing requirements of
the commission’s Rules of Practice and Proceédure, fncluding Rule
38, which relatés to the construction of a public highway across a
railroad., A sketch of the proposed crossing area is included as -

rPindings of Fact e
1. Notices of the application and amendment were pﬁﬁiiéhed

in the commission’s Daily calendar on March 19 and septeﬁber424,
1991, reéspectively. No protests have béen recéived. A pubiio
hearing is not necessary.
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~amended.
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2. city requests authority under Public Utilities (PU) cade

fisections 1201-1205 to construet Brittan Avenue and Howard Avenue L
‘underpasses under the tracks of spr’s main 1ine in san Carlos, san -

Mateéo cOunty.

3. COnstruction of the undérpasses requirés that tempbrary f
grade crossings of Brittan Avenué and Howard Avénué be constructed . .
across a shoofly track, which will be required during construction;f;

4. The underpasses aré required to improve traffic

circulation and safety of motorists.
s. Ppublic safety réquires that pfotectién at éach of the’

temporary grade crossings be two Standard No. 9 automatic gate type

signals (General Order (GO) 75- c).
6. Public conveniénce, nécessity, and saféty require

constfuction of the proposed undérpasses.
7. City is the 1ead agency for this prO]éCt under CEQA, as

8. The Commission is a résp0nsib1e agency for this prOJect

‘and has réviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR.

9. Thé project will have a significant impact on thé
environment: however, the adopted nitigation measures will reduce
the séverity of the adversé impacts to acceptable levels.

" conclusions of Law

1. The application is’ uncontéstéd, and a public hear{ﬁg is

not nécessary.
2. The application should be grantéd as set forth in the

following order.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that!
1. The city of san carlos (City) is authorized to construet

Brittan Avenue and Howard Avenué at separated grades under thé
tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation Company’s (SPT) main line
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f::in san Carlos, san Hateo County, at the locations ‘and substantiallyi;57
as shown by plans attached to the application, ‘to bé identified as fi
Crossings E-23.9-B and E24.1- B, respectively. ’ R
, 2. city is also authorized to construct tempOrary grade
crossings of Brittan and Howard Avenues across SPT’s shoofly - _
tracks, which will be required during the period of construction-

3. Protection At the temporary grade créossings shall be two;7
' standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals GO 75-C. -
v 4. Upon complétion of the Brittan Avenué Grade Separation,
vehicular traffic will bé detoured from the existing Howard Avenue
at grade railroad crossing to the new rallroad underpass at Brittan‘
Avenue.

5. Construction of the temporary shoofly grade crOSSIngs
shall bé equal or superior to Standard No. 1 of GO 72-B. -

_ . é. Clearances shall bé in accordancé with GO 26-D..

‘ Halkways shall conform to GO 118.

: 7.  construction and mainténance costs shall be borne ih
accordance with an agreément to be énteréd into between the ;T
parties.— A copy of the agreement, togetheér with plans of the’
crossings approved by SPT shall be filed with the Commission's
safety pivision prior to commencing construction., Should the
parties fail to agrée, the Commission will apportion the costs of
construction and mainténancé by further order.

8. within 30 days after completion of the work under this
order, city shall advise the commission’s Safety Division in
writing that the authorized work has been completed. i

9. This authorization shall éxpire if not exercised within
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are
not complied with. Authorization may be pevoked or modified if
public conveniencé, necessity, or safety so require.




>';The application is granted as set‘forth above. ffff'aﬁ S
0 This order becomes effegtive 30 daYS from today: |
'i;L”fDated” ﬂﬂl 0‘992 ‘ at San Francisco, Californla.‘

DANIEL Wlﬂ. FESSLER
f!-» Président -

) JOHN B. OHANIAN
PATRICIA )fa ECKERT

: NORHAN D SHUHWAY
COmmissioners :
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