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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTiLITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA~E OF CALIioWIA 

In the'Hatter of the Application of the ) 
sAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN _ ) 
TRANSiT DEVELOPMENT BOARD ) 
tot an 9rde~ authoritin~ the construction) Application 90~11-05~.c 
of ~~6 li~ht rail vehicle tracks at~grade) (Fil~d NOV.mb~~ 30,1t90, 
at Kettner Boulevard in the city and ) Amended september 30, 1991) 
county of San Diego, California ) 
--------------------------------------) 

As part of its Bayside Line project, the san Diego 
Metropolitan Transit oe"eioprnent Board (KTOB), requests authori~y
to construct two r~ilr6ad tracks at grade across ~ettner Boulevard . . 

in San oieg6, san Diego County. The tracks are tor use by san 
Diego Trolley Inc.'s(sDTi) siemens-ouewa<:J rail transit'vehioles 
operating OVer MTOS's centre city/Bayside llries. The propos~d 
grade crossi.ng is between santa Fe Depot and Great AmericailPlazat 
and north of the inters.t!ction of Broadway and K~ttner BoUlevard.-: . 

-BY amendment filed september 30,. 1991,. KTDB subnd.tted- _. 
revised plans for the grade crossing and the adjatent i.nterseritiori. 
The revisi9n shows two-way vehicular traffic on Kettner Boulevard 
and additional traffio control devices. 

KTDB is a transit development board created under Chapter 
294, statutes of 1975 (Public utilities (PU) code §§ 120050 at 
se4.) to co~struct and op~rate transportation systems in the s,~ 
Di~90 area. The Centre city portion of its South Line open~d .In." 
1991, while the Bayside Line opened in 1990. The propos~d9rad~ 
crossin~ corinects the Bayside Line, which serves the new San ~1~~~ 
C6nverttion center and the santa Fe Depot, with tracks throu~~oteat 
American plaza to the Centre city. Both the depot and Great 
American plaza will have SOTI rail transit stations. The depot, 
with Amtrak's ei9ht roundtrip san Dlegans a day to Los Angeles artd 
other paratransit and bus services, is an important transp6rtati6n 
center in San Diego. san Diego North county Transit District wiil -
offer commuter rail service into the depot in the near future • 
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KTDB 1s the lead agancy for.ttds project. unde'r th(!' 
california Environmental Quality Act of i970(CEQA)i as amended, 
Public Resources code SS 21000, e"t seq. Afte~ prep~tatloJl.'ai1'd . 
review 6tan Environmental IlIIpact Report (EIR),.MTDB'flled atio~ice 
of 'DeterJDinati6n with the,Sbnbiego county clerk con August 28, 
1987, which f6und -~hat the ~r6je6t would not haVe a stgniti6ant 
effect on the enVironnent-. 

The site ot the proposed project has been' inspected by'the 
CommIssion's safety Division staff - Traffic En~!neering section. 
staff is of the opinion that ther(! will be n6 signifIcant effect oil 
the environment. staff e)(bmined the need for and the sat~ty ot'th(! 
proposed grade crossing', 'and recoMends thatth~-crossitig be 
approVed. _ 

The application was found to be in complHlnce with 'the 
commis~ion' siiling requirements, includinq Rule 40 O'fRUre~--ot-
practice And pr6cedur~,- which relates to the ~onst-ructiok of : ~- '. -. 
raiit'oad track across a public street. ~. locatIon map and details . 

. trom tha project plans' are shown in Append!)! A~'· 

plndlhqsof Pact 
1. Notice of the application and its ameridment were pubiished 

In the commIssion's daily calendar on December 6/ i..990, and 
october 24, 1991 respectively. t-lo protests have been received. A 
public h(!aring is not necessarv- . 

2. HTOB requests that it be granted authority under PU cOde 
S§ 1201-1205 to construct two railroad tracks over'Kettner 
Boulevard in san Diego, san oieqocounty. 

3. construction of the grade crossing Is an essential element 
in construction of MTDB's public transportation system. 

4. Public c6nvenience and necessi~y require.consttuotl~n of" 
the crossing. , 

5. KTOB is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as 
amended. 

. . 
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6. The Commission' has reViewed and c61lsidered the lead " ~ 
agency's Elwlronmental Impact Rep6rt and Negative Deolaration. 

7. The project will not haVe a significant ~ffectonthe" 

environment. 
8. public safety requires that protectionattheoi'ossinq and 

the adjacent-intersection be vehicular and pede~triaJ\ traffio" 
signals pr"eempted by train l!loVements to avoid. conflicting 
aspects. 

Conclusion Of LaW 
The application should be granted as set forth in the 

following order. 

IT 18 ORDERED THAT: 
1. san Diego Metropolitan Transit Development Board (HTDBr:is . 

authorized to construct t~o railroad tra~ks for use by th~ San 
Diego 'froiley,Inc. (SDTI)6ver Kettner Bouleva~d in san Diego,san 
Diego county, at the locatio~ and substantially as shown by pians· 
attached to the application and Apper\di~" A o"f this order, to be 
idantified as crossing "Number 81-0.14. 

3. construction olthe crossings shall be ~qualor superior 
to standard No. 1 of General Order (GO) 72-8. 

4. Mainte"nance of the crossings shall conform to GO 72-8. 

5. Cl~arances and walkways shall conform to GO 143. ". 
6. pr6tection at the crossing and the adjacent intersecti~~ 

of Kettner Boulevard and Broadway shall be vehicular and pedestiian 
traffic signals and signage. Signals will be preempted by trai~ . 
movements to avoid conflicting aspects. 

7. construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordanc~ with an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties. Should the parties fail to agree, the ~ommlssion will 
apportion the costs of construction and maintenance by further 

order. 
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_: '., ,-" 8 •. __ ~lthl~'jO---day'sa'(tercgniplefion':of 'the- wor)(under'-'this' 
ord~r~ MTI>B 'sbail>--fi~tlfY thi SAf~ty i>ivisior\,'in ~ritir\g th'at' ~he 

,aU:th6t"1~~d work:has:beencornpleted. 

• 

" 9',· 'I'hts~\lth6riz~'!!i6n shali.'< expire if not 'exe~cisedwlt~in' 
": tw6:years 'urtlesstl1l1e 'rse){t~ridedor if the above conditio'n~ a't-e 
"'" notcQinp1.i~d·'vi't.h. Auth6rization~ay' he revoked or' n6<iflied it· 

public ~c6nvenlence~·, ne~ess{tyo~~afety so requlr~~ , 
, '.lO.~The ilppli~a'tion is qranfed as set forth aboVe. 

'rhis order be'comes effectiVe: 3.0. days from, today. 
Dated JAN 101992 at san Francisco; california. 

." 

-.-, " 
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DANIEL Wm. FESSLER 
President ' 

JOHN B. OHAlhAN." 
PATRICIA M. ECKERT, 

NO'RMAk t·, SHUMWAY:' 
comm.ts~:toners, 
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Bayside Aftgnme~l 
Existing S6utll and Eucf!iJ Lines 
LRT StatiOOS 
li'ansfer Sta tio;X\S 
Future LRT Ex1ensiOns 
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