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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COHHISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Ap lication 91- 08 048
(Filed Auguat 23, 1991)

In the Matter of the Applicatién of
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION )

for an orderx authérizing the
relocation of an eéxisting track-
at gradé and theé construction
of an additional track at grade
across Vincent Avenue, PUC
number BBO-502.94 and across
Hollénbeck Avénue, PUC number
BB0-504.46 in the City of

¢covina, and in Los Angeles
County. :
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OPINION

As part of regional programs to build more than 300 mlles:':
of passenger railroads by the yéar 2020, Los Angeles County - -
Transportation Commission (LACTC), & member agency of Southern’ﬁij-

california Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA), réquests authority for
SCRRA to relocate a track and add a track at two existing grade
crossings in the city of Covina and unincorporated Los Angeles
County. The two grade- crossings of Vincent Avenue and Hollenbeck
Avenueé are over the Baldwin Park branch line, formerly owned by
Southern Pacific Transportation Company (SPT}). control of theé :¢
branch has since been transferred to SCRRA, the five-county joint
powers authority created under Public Utilities Code (PU) § 130255.

By 1993 SCRRA commuter trains will operate from U Unfon - ‘
Station in downtown Los Angeles to Moorpark (Ventura County), santa
Clarita (north Los Angeles County), Orange, San Bernardino and
Riversidé Counties. SCRRA calls its commuter rail system ‘ '
“Metrolink". Metrolink will provide an alternative for motorists‘:*
dependant upon Southern California’s freeways. Improved home- tq- -
work travel times, reduced traffic, and reduced automotive air
pollution are expected benefits. Metrolink is the regional rail
program mandatéd by Senate Bill 1402 of 1990, PU Code §§ 130450 -

130455.
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, " SCRRA operating equipment will consist of microprocessor-*
controlled diesel locomotives and double-deckéd passenger cars
designed for quiet, efficiéent and safée commuter rail servicé.

Train mOVements will be governed by automatic bloéck signal systems
with centralized traffic control. ' -
: The Baldwin Park branch forms most of SCRRA'S Los Angeles
- San Bérnardino commuter rail route. SPT opératés rail freight
seérvice along the branch, and by agreément can continué to do 80
during designated off-peak hours. SPT plans to ‘abandon some of its
Baldwin park freight service ia the near future.
' SCRRA is the léad agency for this project under the
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as aménded,
Public Resources (P.R.) Code § 21000, et seq. SCRRA filed a Notice'
- of EXémptlon with the Los Angéles County Clérk on Séptembeér 19, "
1991, The Metrolink projécts, which institute passenger services';”
“on rail rights-of-way alréady in usé, are statutorily exémpt frOm
CEQA under P. R. Code § 21080(b)(11) Alteration of existing gradef
crossfngs is categorically exémpt under Rule 17.1.h.1l.A, Sections
5, 6, and 7, of the cOmmlssion's Rules of Practice and Procedure.7 ‘
Thée site of .the proposed project has been inspected by the

Commission’s safety Division staff - fTratfic Engineering Section.
" staff is of the opinion that theré will be no significant efféct 6n -
the environment. Staff éxamined the need for and the safety of the
altered grade crossings, and recommends that the alterations be
approved. : -
' The application was found to be in compliance with the
Ccommission’s filing requirements, including Rule 39 which relates
to the alteration of public highways across rafllroads. A location
" map and details from the project plans are shown in Appendix A.
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:::Findings of ?act
' -1, Notice 6f the application was published in the
Commission s daily calendar on August 30, 1991, No protests have '
been réceived. A public hearing is not necessary. ) . o
" 2. LACTC requests that SCRRA bé grantéd authority under ,
PU Code §§ 1201-1205 to relocate an éxisting track and construct an
additional track at grade and to perform othér alterations at’ the
-_rvincent Avenue and Hollenbéck Avénué grade crossings over the’ a
Baldwin Park branch line, formerly owned by SPT, in thé City. of
Covina and Los Angeles County.
3. . LACTC is a member of SCRRA and is representing the joint-
powers authority in this matter. . o
4. Cconstruction of an additional track and félocation'of‘én
'existing track at grade across théseé two pubiic streets is an ' ‘
: essential element for the opération of commutér trains between Los -
“Angeles and San Bernardino. : SRR
: “§, publi¢ conveniencé and necessity requiré aiteration of the’
crossings as indicated on Appendix A attached to this order."’u
6. public safety requires that protection at the crossing§
be automatic gate-type signals (General Order (GO) 75- c) as o
indicated on Appéndix A. ,
7. SCRRA is the lead agency for this projéct under CEQA, as
amended. : -
8. The COmmission has reviewed and considered the lead agen-}
cy’s determination that the project is statutorily exempt from the -
environmental reporting requirements of CEQA. g
9. The project will not have a significant effect on the

énvironmént.

conclusions of Law
1. The application should be ‘granted as set forth in the

following order.
2. The project is statutorily exempt from the environmental

reporting requirements of CEQA.

)
1
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QRDER
IT IS ORDERBD THATS .
1. Southeérn California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA), as._

requested by membér agency LOs Angeles County Transportation

. Commission (LACTC), is authorized to alter and improve the Vincent

- Avenue and Hollenbéck Avenué grade crossings across SCRRA’S. Baldwin
- Park branch line tracks in City of Covina and unincorporated Los

Angeles County, at thé location and substantfally as shown by plans'
attached to the application and Appendix A of this order.

‘5, The Vincent Avenue grade crossing will retain its
identification numbér of BBO-502.94. The Hollenbeck Avenue grade
crossing will retain its fdentification numbér of BBO-504.46,

3. Construction of the crossings shall be equal or superior
" to Standard No. 8 of Géneral Order (GO) 72-B.
" " 4, Maintenance of the crossings shall conform to GO 72- B.

&, Clearances shall conform to GO 26-D, HWalkways shall
conform to GO 118. b

6. Protection at the vinceént AVenue crossing shall be two Q"
Standard No. 9-A automatic gate- type signals with cantilevers (GO
78-C), controlled by constant warning time ‘train detection dévic:ff:'

7. Protéction at the Hollenbéck Avenue crossing shall bei’ﬂe
standard No. 9-A automatic gate-type signal with cantilever, tor
southbound traffic and one Standard No. 9 automatic gate- type
signal for northbound traffic, controlled by constant warning tim
train detection devices, f:

' 8. cConstruction and maintenancé costs shall be borne in
accordance with an agreément to be entéered into between the .
parties., A copy of the agreement shall be filed with the safety _
pivision prior to commencing construction. Should the partiés fail
to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of constructién
and mafintenance by further order. .

9. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this
order, SCRRA shall notify the Safety Division in writing that the

authorized work has been completed.




IR \_0 _This authofization shall expire if ot exefcised within :
~,ﬁ=ftwo years unless time 1is ektended or if the above. ‘conditions are
" not complied ‘with, | Authorization may be réevoked ér modified if
o '"public conVénience, necessity oy safety 80 require.
. “11," The applicatlhn s granted as set forth ‘above.
© This ordet becomes effective 30 days- from today.
_ Dated JA"1 0 1992 al: san Franclsco, califoraia.

DANIEL Wm. FESSLER
: President :
JOHN B. OHANIAN
PAT'RICIA Ho ECKERT
‘NORMAN D. SHUMWAY .
Comm1551oners o

' C‘ERTIF’Y m }ﬁls . . 'l '.__\ =
Was® A*’PRO‘/ 0, BY THE W
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'SOUTHERR CALIFORNIA REGIONAL RAIL AUTHORITY

W WILLOAN ASSOCIATES
) . ms AND PUNMERS

PROPOSED GRADE CROSSING IMPROVEMENT
AND INSTALLATION OF ADDITIONAL TRACI
AT VINCENT AVENUE

CPUC CROSSING NO. BB0-502.94

CITY OF COMVINA/LOS ANGELES COUNTY
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