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Decision 
!)2 01 ('31. JAN 10 1992 . 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION Or THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATiON ) 

COMMisSION ) 
for an order authorizing the . ) 
relocAtion of an existing track- ) 
at grade and the construction ) 
of an additional track at grade ) 
across Vincent Avenue, PUC ) 
number B8O-502.94 and across ) 
HollEu\beck AVenue, PUC number )-
880-504.46 in the City of ) 
Covina, and in Los Angeles » 
county. 
-------------------------------) 

OPINION 

As part of regional piograms to build more than 300 miles 
of passenger railr6ads by the year 2020, LOs Angeles county 
Transportation Commissio'n (LACTc), a member agency of Southetn·'~ , 
california Regional Rail Authority (SCRM), requests auth6rlty.l~~ 
SCRRA to relocate a track and add a track at two eXistinggtade' . . . 

crossings in the Cit.y 01. Covina and unincorporated Los Angeles 
County. The twoqradecrossings 6f Vincent Avenue and Hollenbeck 
Avenue are over the Baldwin park branch line, formerly owned by 
Southern pacific Transportation company (SPT). Control of the 
branch hAs since been transferred to SCRRAt the five-county jo~~t , -
powers authority created under Public Utilities Code (PU)- S 130iss. 

By 1993SCRRA commuter trains will operate from Union' 
Station in downtown Los Angeles to H06rpark (Ventura county), Santa 
Clarita (north Los Angeles County), Orange, san Bernardino and 
Riverside Counties. SCRRA calls its commuter rail system " 
-Metrolink-. Metrolink will provide an alternative for motorists' ' 
dependant upOn Southern california's freeways. Improved home-to-. -

work travel times, reduced traffic, and reduced automotiVe ai~ 
pollution are expected benefits. Mettolink is the regional rail 
program mandated by SenAte Bill 1402 of 1990, PU code SS 1304S0 -
130455 • 
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SCRRA operating equipment will consist ofmicroproce88o~ ... · 
controlled dies~l locomotives and double~decked passenger cars 
designed for quiet, efficient and safe cOmmuter rail eervicfll. 
Train m6vements will be g6verned by automatic block signal syste~$ 
withcentr·alized traffic control i 

The Baldwin park branch forms most of SCRRAte Los Angeies. 
_ san BernardinO commuter rail route. SPT opera.tes rail freiqht 
8ervic9a10l\g the branch t and by agreement can continue to do sO 
during designated off-peak hours. SPT plans to abandon some of its 
Baldwin park freight service in the near future. 

SCRRA is the lead agency for this project under the 
california Environmental Quality Act ?f 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources (P.R.) code S 21000, et seq. SCRRA filed~aNOtlc:e 
of Exe~ption with the LOS Angeles county Clerk on september 18t~ 

.1991. The Hetrollnk projects, which institute passenger services: .. 
.. on rail rights-of-way alr~ady in use, are statutorily exempt, t:tom " 
·CEQA under P. R. Code S 21080(b)(11). Alteration of existii\9:q·t·a~e . 
crossinqs 1s c~tegorically ~~'mpt under aule l~.l.h.l.A, Secti6~~ 
5, 6, and '1, of the Commission's Rules of practice and procedure.~' 

The site of.the proposed project has been inspected by the 
Commission's Safety Division staff - Traffic Engineering 8ectioih 
staf( is of the opinion that ther~ will be ito siqnificant effect 6n 

the enVironment. staff examined the need for and the safety of the 
altered 9rade ~rossinqs, and recommends that the alterations be 
approved.' 

The application was found to be In compliarlce with tJ:1~.· 
Commission's filing requirements, includinq Rule 39 which r~1at4:!s· > ".- ,: .'~-

to the alteration of public hi9hways across railroads. A location 
map and details from the project plans are shown in Appendix A/ 
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Findings of pact 
. L" Notice 6f the application was published in the 

commissionis daily calendar on August jO, 199f.N6 prote~ts havtt 
been received. A public hearing is not iu~ce·ssary. 

2. LAc'rC requests that SCRRA be 9rant~d authority under 
PU code SS 1201-1205 to relocate an existing track and cons'ti'u6t ~n 
additional track at grade and "to perform oth~r alterations attha. 
V!ncEuit Avenue and Hollenbeck Avenue grade ctos~idgs oVer the" . 
Bal~wi(l park branch Ilnet formerly owned by SPT, In the City.of 
Covina and Los Angeles county. 

). " LACTC is a member of SCRRA and is representing the joint-
powers authority in this matter. 

4. constructiOn of an additional track a~d relocatiort 61'1\ 
existing 'track at grade across these two public streets is an 
essential element for the operation of commuter trains between Los 

"Angeles and San Bernaritino. . " i ".: 

"5. Publicc6nVenience and itecessity re'qui~~ alteratiot.6f·the -
_ '4 -., -:, 

crossings as indicated on Appendix A attachedt6 this order~' .. 
S. Public safety requites that protection at the crossinq$~' 

be Automatic gate-type signals (GeneralOider (GO) 7S-C) as 
~ndicated On Appendix A. 

1. SCRRA is the lead agency for this project under CEQA,as"" .. 
, 

; I 

8. The Commission has reviewed and considered the lead a~~!,-/ 
amended. 

oy t s determination that the project is statutorily exempt ftom,:tht{ 
environmental reporting requirements of CEQA. " . 

g. The project will not have a significant effect on th'f 
" 

env ironnu~nt. 
Conclusi6ns of LaW 

1. The application should be 'granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

2. The project is statutorily exempt from the environmental 
reporting requirements of CEQA . 
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A.91-0e':'048 S/RRT/ic 
. ' 

IT IS ORDERED 'l'HAT, 
1. Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SeRRA), as 

~equested by member agency LOs Ar\9~les county TranspOrtation 
commissiOn (LACTC), is authorized to alter and improVe the Vincerit 

, Avenue' and Hollenbeck Avenue grade crossings across SCRRA' 8, Bald~in 
Park branch line tracks in City of Covina and unincorpOrated LOs 
Angeles County, ~t the location and subst,antlally as shown by plans 
attached to the application and Appendix A of this ord~r. 

·'2. The vincent AVEU'lu9grade crossing will retain i'ts 
identification number of 880-502.94. The Hollenbeck Avenue qrade 
crossing will retain its identifica.tionnumber of BBO-S04.46. 

3. coristruction of the crossirigs shall be equal 6r superior 
to Standard NO. 8 of General Order (GO) 72-8. 

4. Maintenance of the crossings shall conform to GO.72-B. 
5. clearances shall conform to GO 26-0. Walkways shall 

conform to GO 118. 
t', protection at the Vincent Avenue croasing shall be two', " 

Standard No,'9-A automatic gate-tyPe signals with cantileveis '(G4 
7~-C)t controlled by cortstant warning time train detection d~~lC~S.~ 

7. protect.ion at the Hollenbeck Avenure orossing shal~i~;.?·~~e ( 
standard No. 9-A automatic gate-type signal with cantilever, (b~, .t,!} 
southbound traffic and one Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type:{ ;'t i> 
signal for northbound traffio, controlled by constant wal'nin~ rimJ·il-. 
t~~in detection deVice~. • \~ .- . ~ - \ \ _. I 

8. Construotion and maintenance costs shall bre borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be ~ntered into between the 
parties. A copy of the agreement shall be filed with the safety 
Division prior to commencing construction. Should the parties fail 
to agree, the commission will apportion the costs of construction 
and maintenance by further order. 

9. Within 30 days alter completion of the work under this, 
order, SCRRA shall notify the Safety Division in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed • 
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.: " .~·':'.?10 ~'Th'l,s' ~auth()i12atioJl$hall expire' If ri6texetcisedw!:thln' .' 
.' ::·two'Y~ars' ui)l~Ei~.,time':is<e~t~J\ded()r if the ab9veconditi6ns are 
, not(:9rnpfie,d'~lth •. Authorf~attoilmay be revokt?d or modified it 

pubtid 'co~Veillence/' neces'~lty.or safety s6 require. 
il;:'rheappllcatinnfs 'qranted as set to:r'thabove. 

Tilt,s orde:r bec61!l~S eff~c'tive 30 days- from today. 
Dated 'JAN 1 0 1992 . ~t san Francisco; california. 

- .. 
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DANIEL Wm. FESSLER 
'. president 

JOHN B. O~IAN 
, PATRICIA H. ECKERT' 

NORMAN D., sHUMwAY 
commissioners . 
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Appendix.A ,. 
Page 1 of 3, 

COMMUTEfl RAJL PROJECT 

VfCINlTY MAP 

City of CovIna/LOs Angeles County 
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SOUTHERN CAUFORHIA REGIONAL RAIL AUTHORITY PROPOSED GRADE CROSSING IMPROVEMENT 
J--1.!I!.!!!!.':L.:---'--------.-------:----.-:--------'--fAND INSTALL~·rION OF ADDllt()-HAL TRACI 

WUOAN ASsociAtES AT YUlCENT A VENUE. 
toWS AI<O PlWOS ,..,.,.... CPUC CROSSING NO. 880~'502. 94 

A/LOS ANGELES COUNT) 
- 7 -



. :-: 

•. ' 

.~. SOUTHERN CAUrpRNIA RJGIONAl RAIL AUTHORITY PROPOSEo GRADE CROSSlHG IMPRO'YEIIEHT 
~'~I¢I=RA.lc!1--'-----::-'-_-:----'-~---------i.&:'ND IHSTALL~ TlON. OF A'QDiT'O'NALTRACK 

• AT HOLLENS'ECK'AVENUe' !!........... CPuc CROSSING' NO.8B6~5()4.46 
lC ITY OF COVJNA/LOsANCElES COUN TY -, 

'. - 8 ~ 

-, . ~ .-


