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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COHHISSION oF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
1.0S ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION
. COMMISSION

for an order authorizing the
relocation of an existing track
at grade and the construction
of an additicnal track at grade
across Lark Ellén Avenue, PUC
number 503.45 and across :
Citrus Avenué, PUC number BBO-
504,96 in the City of

Covina, Los Angéles County.

Application 91- 08 055
(Filed August 23, 1991)
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OPINION

As part of regionai programs to6 build more than 300. milés;
of passénger railroads by the yéar 2020, Los Angeles County T
Transportation Commission (LACTC), a member agency of Southern
california Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA), requests authority for o
SCRRA to reiocate a track and add a track at two. existing grade '
crossings in the City of Covina, Los Angeles County. The twd grade
crossings of Lark Ellen Avenué and Citrus Avénue are over the
Baldwin Park branch line, formerly owned by Southern Pacific - '
Transportation company (SPT). CcControl of the branch has been
transferréd to SCRRA, theé five-county joint powers authority

created under Public Utilities Code (PU) § 130255,
By 1993 SCRRA commuter trains will operate-from Union

station in downtown Los Angeles to Moorpark (Ventura county), santa
Clarita (north Los Angeles County), Orange, San Bérnardino and - _
Riverside Counties. SCRRA calls its commuter rail system o
“Metrolink®. Metrolink will provide an altérnative for motoriéts
dependant upon Southern California’s freeways. Improved hOme to-
work travél times, réduced traffic, and reduced automotive air
pollution are éxpected benefits. Metrolink is the régional rail
program mandated by Senate Bill 1402 of 1990, PV Code §§ 130450 -

130455,
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: SCRRA operating equipmeht will consist of mioroprocessor-fry
c0ntrolled diesél locomotives and double-decked passenger cars fikfu7
‘designed for quiet, efficient and safé commuter rail aervice.,ifﬁ
Train movements will be governed by automatic block signal systems’;
with céntralized traffic control. : C

‘ - Thé Baldwin Park branch forms most of SCRRA’s Los Angelésf“:
- San Bérnatdino commuter rafl route. SPT operates rail freight
service along the branch, and by agreemeént can continue to do so .
durlng designated off-peak hours. SPT plans to abandon some of its
Baldwin Park fréight service in thé near future. o

~ SCRRA is the lead agency for this project under the
"California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources (P.R.) Code § 21000, et séq. SCRRA filed a Notice
of Exemption with the Los Angeles County Clerk on September IB,Sﬁg;
1991. Thé Metrolink projects, which instituté passenger services .
on rail rights-of-way already in usé, are statutorily éxempt: from F
CEQA under P. R. Code § 21080(b)(11). Alteration of existxng gradef?
otOssings i8 categorically exempt under Rulé 17, 1.h.1.A, sections -
5, 6, and 7, of the Commission’s Rulés of Practice and Prouedure.' “
- Thé site of the proposéd project has been inspected by thél
Commission’s Safety pivision staff - Traffic Engineéering Sectibn.’
~ staff is of the opinion that there will be no significant effecﬁ 6n
the environment. Staff examined the need for and the safety of the

altered grade crossings, and recommends that the alterations be -
approved.

Theé application was found to be in compliance with the
commission’s filing requirements, including Rule 39 which relates
to the alteration of public highways across railroads. A location -
map and.details from the project plans are shown in Appendix A
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'gindings of Yact S E
1. Notice of the application was published in the
commission’s daily calendar on September 5, 1991. No prOteste have

- been réceived. A public hearing is not necessary.

2. LACTC requests that SCRRA be graated authority under jffv“~
PU cOde $s 1201-1205 to relocate an eéxisting track and construct an
additional track at grade and té perform other alterations at the
Lark Ellén Aveénué and Citrus Avenué gradé crossings over the
Baldwin Park branch line, formérly owned by SPT, in the City of

:Covina, Los Angeles County. ‘
3, LACTC is a mémber of SCRRA and is representing the joint—

'powers authority in this matter.
4. Constructibn of an additiOnal track and relocation of an

existing track at grade across these two public stréets is an 4;"
essential element for the operatibn of. commuter trains between Los

Angéles and san Bernardino. _
' 5. public convenience and necessity require alteration of the

crossings as indicatéd on Appendix A attached torthia order.
6. Public safety réequires that ptbtection at the crossings

bé automatic gate-typée signals (Géneral Order (GO) 75-C) as.

indicated on Appendix A.

7. SCRRA is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as‘
amended. ‘

8. The Commission has reviewed and considered the léad .
agency’s determination that the project is statutOrily exempt from A
the environmental reporting requirements of CEQA. S

9, The project will not have a significant efféct on the '

envirénment.

Cconclusions of Law
1. The application should be granted as set forth in the

following order.
2. The project is statutorily exempt from the environmental

reporting requirements of CEQA.
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QRDER
IT 18 ORDBRBD THATt

4 1. Southern california RegIOnal Rail AuthOrity (SCRRA), as
- yequésted by member agéncy Los Angeles County Transportation
~_Commission (LACTC), 1is authorized to alter and improve thé Lark
'Elleén Avenue and Citrus Avenue grade crosalngs across SCRRA'S
Baldwin Park branch line tracks in City of covina, Los Anqales
'County, at the location and substantially as shown by plans
attached to the application and Appendix A of this order.

2, The Lark gllen Avenue grade crossing will rétain its
identification number of BBO-503.45. The Citrus Avenué grade
crossing will retain its ifdentification number of BBO-504.96.

3. Constructfon of thé crossings shall bé équal or superior .
to Standard No. 8 of General Order (GO) 72-B. e

4. Maintenancé of the crossings shall conform to GO 72- B.

' 5. Clearances shall conform to GO 26- D. ‘Walkways shalli
 conform to GO 118. S
- 6. Protection at the Latk Ellén Avénue crossing shall be two

"-Standard No. 9-A automatic gate type signals with cantilevers (GO

75-0), controlled by constant warning time train detection devices..
7. Protection at the Citrus Avénue crOBSing shall be four
- Sstandard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals, controlléd by constant
- warning timé train detection devices. T

8. Construction and maintenance costs shall bé borne in ,Ei:l
accordance with an agreement to be enteréd into between the ",_3_
parties. A copy of the agreement shall be filed with the Safet.y ’ /»

" pivision prior to commencing construction. Should the parties faiLf
to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of cohstructioﬁ 3 / .
and maintenanceé by further oxrder. 05 :

9, wWithin 30 days after completién of the work under this
order, SCRRA shall notify the Safety Division in writing that the
authorized work has béen compléted. -




10. This authorizatlon‘s

('fnot cOmpliéd with.:

hall eXpire if not éXercised wlthin-i

o two years unless time ‘1§ éxtended Or if thé aboVe conditiéns are
Authofizatidn mAy be revoked or modified 1£

11. The application is gtanted as set forth abOVe.

This Of

3ﬁr béc0mes e
v Dated

ffective 30 days from- ‘today.

2 'at San Francxsco, California.’

FESSLER )

S DANIEL Wa.

.. Preésident.
JOHN Bi- OHANIAN
PATRICIA Hu ECKERT
_NORMAN D.° SHUHWAY
Commissiénérs
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