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Dec {si6n· 92 OJ O:J2 JAN 10 i99l 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSlON Of THE STATE OF CALi FOAA1A 

In the Matter of the Appllcat16n of) 
LOS A..~GEIlES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION I 

COMMISSION - -
fot an_ order authorizing the _ 
relocation of an eXisting-track ) 
at grade and the construction » 
of an additional track at grade 
across ~ark Ellen Avenue, PUC ) 
number 503.45 and across - ) 
citrus Avenue, PUC number 880- r 
504.9' in the City of ) 
CoVina, Los Angeles county. ) 
----------------------------------) 

()PINION 

Application 9170S~OSS 
(Filed August 28, 1~91) 

As part of regional programs to build more than 300.miies 
of pass~figer railroads by the year 2020, LOs Angeles County _. 
Transportation Commission (LACTC), a member agency of SoutherJ\:c-
california Regional Rail Authority (SeRRA), i'eqttests authority f9r 
seRRAto relocate a track and add a track at two eXisting 9rad~ - -
crossings in the City of. Covina, Los -Angeles Cou'ntY. The two'grad-e 
crossings of Lark Ellen Avenue and Citru~ Avenue are over the 
Baldwin park branch line, formerly owned by Southern Pacific -~ 
TranspOrtation company (SFT). control of the branch has been 
transferred to SCRRA, the five-county jOint powers authority 
created under Public Utilities Code (PU) S 130255. 

By 1993 SCRRA commuter trains will operate'from Union 
St'ation in downtown Los Angeles to Moorpark (Ventura county), ,santa 
clarita (north Los Angeles county), Orartge, san Bernardino and 
Riverside Counties. SCRRA calls its commuter rail system 
-Metrolink-. Metrolink will provide an alternative for motorists 
dependant upon southern California's freeways. Improved hbme-to~ 
work travel times, reduced traffic, and reduced automotive air 
pollution are expected benefits. Ketrolirtk is the regional rail 
pro~ram mandated by Senate Bill 1402 of 1990, PU Code ~S 130450-
130455. • . 
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"'- - - . 
seRRA operating equipment will consist of Idcrop'rocestjoi--' 

controlled dIesel locomotives and double-deck~d passt.nger cars -',"" 
-designed .for quiet, effIcient and safe commuter raii 'service, '. " 
Train mOvements wIll be governed by automatic blocksi<jnal systems 

with ceritralized traffic control. 
Th~ Baldwin park branch forms most of SCRRA1s Los Angeles 

_ San BernardinO commuter tall route. SFT operates fail freight' -
service along the branch, Al\d by agreement can continue to dost> 
durinq desiqnated off-peak hours. 8PT plans to abandon some of its -. 
Baldwin park freiqht service ~n the near future. 

SeRRA is the lead agency for this project under the 
-california Environmental Quality Act 6f 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources (P,R.) Code S 21000, at seq. SeRRA. filed a. Notice: 
cif Exemption with the Los Ailgeles county Clerk on september 18, - c.-
1991. The Metrolink projects, which institute passengar serVices: .. 
on rail rights-of-way already in use, are statutorily exempt frolfl_ 
CEQA under P. R. Code S 21080(b) (11) •. Alte-r~tionof existinq-gr,ade 
crossings is categorically exempt under Rule' 17 .1.h. LA, S~cti()'rts-
5, 6, and "1 t of the Commissionls Rules of practice and Ptocedure'~-

The site of the propQsad project has been inspected b~r~he 
Commission's safety t>ivi~i6n staff - Traffic Engineering secti6h. 
Stafl 1s of the opinion that there will be rto signilicant effed(oJ\ 
the environment. Staff examined the need for and the safety ol'the 
altered grade crossings, and recommends that the alterations be-' 

approved. 
The applicatiOn was found to be in compliance with the" 

commission's tiling requirements, irtcluding Rule 39 "'hich rela,t~~ 
to the ait~rat!on of public highways across railroads. A location :-. 
map and details from the project plans are shown in Appendix A • 

- 2 -



• 

• 

'findings of Fact 
1. Notice of the application was published in the 

Cornmiss ion. IS da llyca lendar on Septeinber 5, 1991. No prot~s t~ haVe 
been receiv~,d. A public hearing is not necessary. 

2. LACTCrequest& that seRRA be qranted authority under 
PU Code 55 1201-1205 t6 relOcate an existing track and construct .. an 
additional track at grade and to p~riorm other alterAtions at the . 
Lark Ellen Avenue and citrus Avenue grade crossings over the 
Baldwin park.branch line, formerly owned by SPT, in the City of 
Covina, LOs Angeles County. 

3. LACTC is a member of seRRA and is reptesentir'lqthe joint-
powers authority in th~s matter. . 

4. Construction of an additional track And relocation of an 
eXistinq track at grade across these tw~ public stree'ts'· Is ~n 
essential element for the operatiOn of conunuter ttainsb$tween LOs, 
Angeles and san Bernardino. . , .. .. .., 

5. Public cbtweillence and necessity· require alteration"ofth~ -
crossings as indicated on, Appendix A attached to this order.' 

6. Public safety requires that protection At.the crosslngti· 
be automatic gate-type signals (General Order (GO) 7S-C) as 
indicated on Appendix A. , 

7. seRRA is the lead agency for thrs projeot un~er CEOA~' as 

amended. 
s. The Commission has reviewed and considered th~ lead 

agency's determination that the project is statutorily exempt fiOm 
the environmental reporting requiremet\ts of CEQA. 

9. The project will not have a significant etfect 6n the' 
environment. 

Conclusions of Law 
1. The application should be granted as set forth in th.·~ 

following order. 
2. The project is statutotily exempt from the environmental 

reporting requirements of CEQA . 
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IT IS ORDERED 'l'HAT I 
1. southern California Regional Rail Authority -(SeRRA) ,as 

requested by member agency Los Angeles county TranspOrtation_ 
C6nuDission (LACTC) I is authorized to alter and improve the Lark 
Ellen AVEU1Ue and citrus AVenue grade crossings across SeRRA's 
Baldwiil park branch line tracks In City of COVina, t6s Angeles
county, at the location and substantially as shown by plans 
attached to the application and Appendix A of this order. 

2. T~e LarkEllen "venue grade crossing will retain its 
identification number of 8BO-sOl.45. The Citrus Avenue grade 
crossing wili retain its identification number of 8BO--504. 96. 

3. construction of the cro~sings shall be equal or superior· 
to Standard No. a of General Order (GO) 72-B. ---

4. Haintenanc~ of the crossings shall conform to Go 72-B. 
S. Clearances shall conform to GO 26-D. walkways shall . 

conform to GO 118. ~ ~ .;., - .. 

6. protectioil at the Lark tllen Avtinue cios5ing shall bettie)--
--standard No. 9-A automatic qate-typ~ signals with cantilevers ·C<;6-

7S'-C), contrOlled by constant warning tim~trair\ detegtion devi¢~s •. 
-7. protection at the Citrus Avenue crossing shall be fo~)t,-: 

Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals, controlled byconstA_nt 

warning time train detection devices. 
8. construction and maintenance costs shall b~ b6rrte in' ',' 

accordance with an agreement to be enter~d into between the , 
parties. A copy of the agreement shAll be filed with the sa'f~'~y~;/c, 
Division prior to commencinq constructioil. Should the p~rti~~~fa~i? .. / 
to agree, the Commission will appOrtion the costs of c~'fi~tftictib'n;i\' I 

and maintenance by further order. "~; 
9. Within 30 days after completion of the work under: this', . -", ' 

order, seRRA shall notify the safety Division in writing thatihe 
authorized work has been completed • 
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'~'C;C':~'~;':~'·'~'-'-~>::'~;~/";~.:~~: ~ .. '~'-; ~~_" ~ ... - ,';< ,'~; --. ,>; .'.-', -:.' .. -. .-....~ 
- . -,'H,r. -Th.l~ :)~uthoriz_a~lon shall. expire 'if nQtexerc!sed within 
tw~ye~t~\1rtiess'tliile ;i$-6x'tend~d6rJ.t t;he~~Vt;lcoi\~fti6ns. are 

'not .cO~pl1~d with'.·Autho:tJ.zati6ri may ber~Voked or niodlfied il. . 
pubil¢-C6nveiltert~~·j·-na~~·ss-.ity6~'sat~tys6" r~qU~i~. - ' 

:11.~h~k~plic-ati()n·l~9r~ntedas setf6rthabove • 

.... TD.halt·e~-d·~f~arN feoc1~2se·aftf~cti"e-· '30 days icrOa.ml: itl.oodr'naYia~ . 

_. 

"" san Francisco~. . 

. --. 

N 
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DANIEr/WIIl. -' FESSLER 
- - _ President, .

JOHN a;· OHA1HAN' ; 
PATJUCIA. M.· ECKERT 
,NORMAN o. 'StWKwA'l 

cOmlniss16rt~rs 
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Appendix A 
Page 1 of 3 

COMMUTER RAJ~ FROJ.~CT 

VICINITY MAp· 

City of Covina/Los An eles Count 
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S UTHERN CAUrORHIA REGIONAL RAIL .......... ... 

CPUC CROSSING NO. 880':;' 503.45 
CITY OF COVINA 
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PROPOSED GRADE CROSSING IMPROVEMENT I 
"NO IHSTALLATiQNOF ADDITIONAL TRACK 

A T C~TRU.S· A VENUE . 
CPUC CROSSING NO. 880- 5()4. 96 

CITY OF. COVINA 


