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Decl~io6 92~02-015 Febxuary 5, 1992 rfS c 5 tm~-· 

BEFORE 'l'HE PUBLlC UTILITIES C()MMISSIO~ N OF THE STA. TE[QJ0.'iKjD CUAL.®IFOOfNJRN. ~I; ~ 
In the Matter of the petitioflof 4 
MATHESON FAST FREIGHT, INC., for 
Authorltyt6 Depart from. the » Applicat10n 91-11-044 .' 
Requlrememts6fGenerai order No. (Filed November 8, 1991) 
147-C, with Respect to Contract ) 
Renewals. ) 
--------------------------------) 

OPINION 

Matheson Fast Freight, Inc. (MFAF) is a regional comm6n 
and contract carrier serving the states of california and Nevadai . 
and operating in california as a highway common carrier and as a 
contract carrier under CAL T-142,777. 

MFAF offers service under contracts which comply with. 
General Order (GO) 147-C, Rule 6. In conducting its contract 
carrier operations, MFAF ut!ll~es contracts substantially in . 
compliance with the p.rovisoris affecting special contracts as 
established in Decision (0.).89-10-039, as modified by D.90-02",;().2 i. 
MFAF currently has approximately 17S contracts in force and 'on' file 
with the Commission, as required by GO 147-C. These contracts 
specifically provide that the effective dates shall run from either 
a specified date or 20 days after appearance in the Cominisslon's 
Daily Transportation Calendar for a period of one year from 
commencement. MFAFseeks authority to add a provision to its 
contracts which states that contrAct renewals need not be executed 
by the shipper, but, instead, can be implemented by a notice to,be 
provided to the affected shipper and filed with the Commission. 
MFAF proposes this annual renewal to be accomplished by service and 
filing 6f renewal notices. 

In accordance with GO 147~C, every contrAct shall~ among 
other requirements, contain the signature of the shipper arid 
specify the date the cOntract is executed and its duration • 
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Rule 6.10 oC GO 147-C provides that contract s'uppiements 6r 
amendments shall coot;ain thesigl'latures of the shipper and carrier I ' 

and 'Rule 6.14 proVides that special contracts, as defiiled ir. Rul.~ . 
3.18 shall have a term of one year and be renewable by amendments. 
currently, MFAF complies in every reSpect with these requirements, 
but has found that it is often difficult ~nd burdensome toobtairi 
an actual shipper signature on each contrAct renewal foi!: eac'}):of --
its special contracts. For this reason, MFAF requests, with 
respect to contrAct renewals, a departure from the requirements of 
Rule 6.10 in GO'147-C to al16w renewal of its contracts by use Of 
the notices attached to its Application with6ut the need for an 
actual signature 6£ the shipper. 

MFAF's propOsed form 6f special contract as well as the 
notices to be provided to _shippers and tiled with the C6mmissi6n 
have clauses which noti iy shippers Of the new procedures propos~d ,
for contract renewals. In this manner, according to HFAF, an 
unnecessary administratiVe burden will be relieved without 
affecting, in Anyway-, the notice provided to the public and the 
Commission of the' re.newal; the opportunity for protests J the 
opportunity for the Commission's staff to review the contract: Or, 
the applicable provisiOns of contract law. 

MFAF proposes to file cotktract renewals in accordance 
with all of the pro~isions of GO 147-CI proposes to provide the 
same notice to the commission and to the publicJ and intends to 
comply in all other respects with the requirements of the Code and 
the Commisslon 1 s General orders in utilizing the proposed 
extensions. Only with respect to the actual, physical act of 
obtaining a signature does it request a departure from the rules. 

For all the reasons set forth above, MFAF requests 
authority from the Commission to depart from the provisons of 
GO 147-C to the extentrtecessary to allow it to renew special 
contracts for additional one-year periods utilizing the renewal 
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attached 'toit~ appiicati~n wi,ti:tout' ohtainit.g the signAture "6'f 

the shipp~t. 
'N~tice 6£ the flling of the 

Daily caleildar on 'oecember'lO, 19·9t'. 
public hearing is' not necessary. 
Fi~dirtgs of Fact 

applicitti6n apPeared in Jhe 
There are no pX'otests. <A' 

I. It is 'often difficult and burdensome fOr MFAF to Obtain 
an' actual shipper 'signatur'eon each contract renewai for each of 
its special contracts. 

2. MFAF's propOsed form of special contract as well as the' 
notices to be provided to shippers and filed with the commission 
have clauses which notify shippers of the fact that the shipPEn"'s 
sig~atute ,will not be required on contract renewals, but will'be 

• , - .' , > " '- ',. 

iinplemented by notice to the shipper and filed with the commission., 
3. MFAF' ~ proposal is reasonable. , . ,. 

Th'e Commission concludes that MFAF should beautho:d.~ed:' 
to deViatefiom GO 147~C to the exte~t that it need not obtbiNth~ 
signature6flts.shipper On contract renewAl~ fOr additional 6ne~ 
year periodS; 'but may use the notices attached to its applicAtion 
and' serve notice on its shipper and this C6mmlssion'i 

OaDER 

IT IS ORDERED that Matheson Fast Freight, Inc. may 
deviate from GO 147-C to the extent that when extending its' special 
contracts for additional'one-year 'periods it may dispense with the 
shipper's signature on the contract renewal notice and shali giVe 
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..•• y ~~tic:Mth~¢~~tract;,.efi~l!~l ;"0110& ?~j,ii>p"raria ... i.t-M·· 
::.'cornini$sion;'u~i.\9'itlle~£o'rin~.'il~t.:f6rth~ln_Its "a:ppllcati6il:, 

-~',":: .;.:..; '-- -

. . .. .. 'i'hl~' .orde~,·is·eff~¢;tive·tc)(;laY4 ',' ' 
"l>ated,Febtti'ary ~/'19921 . at S'an FtbrtcisCOI c~iff6ri1~ia,; 
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DANIELNm. FESS"LER' 
. Presideilt, 

JOHN' B'~ 6llANi~,. 
PATRICIA M. ECKERT 

'NORMAN D. SHUMWAY 
Corniols si6ners 


