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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMHISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORHIA

ORIGINAL

Application 91- 08 056
" (Filed August 28, 1991)

In the Matter of the Application of

LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION

for an order authOriz1ng the

relocation of an existing track

at grade and the c¢onstruction

of an additional track at grade

across Azusa Aveénue, State :

Route 39, PUC Number BB0O-503.96

in the Ccity of Covina, Los Angeles

County.
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OPINION

As part of regional programs to build more than 300 miles
of passenger railroads by the year 2020, Los Angelés County
Transportation Commission (LACTC), a member agency of Southéra
California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA), reéquests authoriﬁ§~f6r
SCRRA to relocate a track and add a track at an éxisting grade .
crossing of Azusa Avenue - State Route 39 (SR-39), over the
Baldwin Park Branch Liné, formerly owned by Southern Pacific o
Transportation Company (SPT) in Covina, Los Angeles County.
Control of thé branch has beén transferred to SCRRA, the fi#ee
county joint powers authority created under Public Utilities
(PU) Codé § 130255. :

By 1993 SCRRA commuter trains will opéerate from Union -
station in downtown Los Angeleés to Moorpark (Ventura County),ssanta
Clarita (north Los Angeles County), Orange, San Bernardino and
Riverside Counties. SCRRA calls its commuter rail system ,
*Metrolink*, Metrolink will provide an alternative for motorists
dependant upon Southern California‘’s freeways. Improved hone-to-
work travel times, reduced traffic, and reduced automotive air
pollution arée expected benefits. Metrolink is the regional rafl
program mandated by Senate Bill 1402 of 1990, PU Code §§ 130450 -

130455,
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. SCRRA operating equipment will consist of microprocessor— '
controlled diesel locomotives and double-decked passéngeér cars

designéd for quiet, éfficient and safé commutér rail service.

Train movements will be gOVerned by automatic block signal systems

with céntralized traffic control. ~

Thé Baldwin Park branch forms most of SCRRA’s Los Angeles
- San Bernardino commutér rail routé., SPT opérates rail freight
service along the branch, and by agreéement can continué to do so
during designated off-peak héurs. SPT plans to abandon some of its
Baldwin Park freight service in the near future.

SCRRA is the léad agency for this project under the
california EnﬁironmeﬁtaIVQuality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amendeéd,
Public Resources (P.R.) Code §§ 21000, et seq. SCRRA filed a
~ Notice of Exemption with theé Los Angeles County Clerk on September

18, 1991. The Metrolink projects, which institutée passenger '
services on rafl rights-df—way alréady in use, are statutorily
exempt from CEQA under P. R. Code § 21080(b)(11). -Alteratidﬁ'ef
existing grade crossings is categorically exémpt under Ruleé.
17.1.h.1.A, §§ 5, 6, and 7, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice
and Procedure, L

* The site of the proposed project has béen inspeécteéd by the
Commission’s Safety Division staff - Traffic Engineering Section.
staff is of thé opinion that there will be no significant effect on
the environment. Staff examined the need for and the saféty of the
altered grade crossing, and recommends that the alteration be
approved. , T
The application was found to be in compliance with the
Commission’s filing requireménts, including Rule 39 which rélates
to the alteration of public highways across raflroads. A location
map and details from the project plans are shown in Appendix A,
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QuPindinqs of Pact C

‘1. Notice of the application was published in the
commission’s daily calendar on September 5, 1991, No protests have
been received., A public hearing is not necessary. S
: 2. LACTC requests that SCRRA be granted authority under
PU Code §§ 1201-1205 to relocate an existing track and construct ‘an
addftional track at grade and to perform othér alterations at the
Azusa Avenue (SR-39) grade crossing over the Baldwin Park branch
1ine, formerly owned by SPT, in Covina, Los Angelés County. -

. 3. LACTC is a member of SCRRA and is representing the joxnt-
powers authority in this matter.

4. Construction of an additional track and relocation of an
existing track at gradé across this public stréet is an essential
element for the operation of commuter trains between Los Angeles
and San Bernardino. ' . L

5. Public conveniencé and necessity require alteration of thé
crossing as indicated on Appendix A attached to this order.:

6. Public safety requires that protection at the Azusa ,i,;

- Avénue crossing be automatic gate-type signals (General Order (GO)
75-C) as indicated on Appendix A. : :

7. SCRRA is the lead agéncy for this project under CEQA, as
amended. :

8. The Commission has reéeviewed and considéred the lead
agency’s determination that the projéct is statutorily éxempt from

the environmental reporting requirements of CEQA,
9. The project will not have a significant effect on the'

envirénment.

Conclusjions of Law
1, The application should be granted as set forth in the

following order.
2. The project is statutorily exempt from the environmental

reporting requirements of CEQA.
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IT IS ORDERED THAT: . .
1. Southern California Regional Rail AuthOrity (SCRRA), as-

. requested by member agency Los Angeles County Transportation

" Commission (LACTC), is authorized to alter and improve the
existing Azusa Avenue State Route 39 (SR-39) ‘grade crossing across
SCRRA’s Baldwin Park branch line tracks in Covina, Los Angelés
County at thé location and substantially as shown by plans attached
to the application and Appendix A of this order.

2. Thé Azusa Avenue grade crossing will retain its
identification number of BBO-503.96.

3. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior
to Standard No. 8 of General Order (GO) 72-B.

4. Malntenance of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-B.

5. Clearancés shall conform to GO 26-D. Walkways shall
conform to GO 118.

6. Protection at the Azusa Avenué crossing shall be four
Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals (GO 75-C), controlled by
constant warning time train detection devices.

7. Construction expénse of the alteration and improvéments -
to the Azusa Avenue (SR-39) crossing including signal relocation
or upgrading shail be borne by LACTC/SdRRA. Maintenance costs of
the automatic protectfon shall be apportionéd by agreement between
LACTC/SCRRA and California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS)
provided that such agreement does not ¢onflict with any portion -
of P U Code §§ 1202.2 and 1231.1, |

8. A copy of the signal maiatenancé agreemeént shall be filed
with the safety Division at such a time as LACTC/SCRRA and other
particlpating parties concludé their negotiations with respect to
the maintenance costs of the automatic protection. :

9. wWithin 30 days after completion of the work under thls-
order, SCRRA shall notify the Safety Division in writing that the

authorized work has beéen completed.




o 7irThis authorization shall expire.if not exercised within;‘
e jtwo years uﬁless ‘tine is éxtended or if the ébove conditiéns are{ 3
;i~7not cowplied with._ Authorization may be revoked or modified if '
='pub1ic ‘convenience,’ necessity or safety 50 réquire.- U o
11. ‘The application is grantéd as set forth abOVe. o
- This order becomgi éffective 30 days from todaj. _
at San Francisco, California-'

Dated '

'DANIEL Wm. FESSLER
' .- president

'JOHN B. OHANIAN :

PATRICIA M. ECKERT -
- NORMAN D. SHUMWAY

' Commiss;oners

] csnnrv\mAr ]'I;IIS DECISION
WAS APPROVgo BY,THE ABOVE
COf MfSSlONERS fODAY
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AZUSA AVENUE NOTES — CPUC CROSSING NO. B8G-503.96
1, 1ot scw. JSSCURY § CPue smcno nE P aotouane
CATE MOt 12° LENS UASERS, CATES 27 LOMC
CROSSNG SURFACE TYPL « PRECAST CONCRETL PLANKS
HY LoNG. :

CRESSNG LOCABIH ~ OTY OF COvaul,
PAVEUENT MARGHGS O B¢ PACLD 10 MU TE STANOARDS
B3 PARGNG PLESTTEY WD 48 FL OF GUSE ORCSSHE

.Q SCUTHERN CALITORNIA REGIONAL RAIL AUTHORITY | PROPOSED GRADE CROSSING IMPROVEMENT
SCRRA ND INSTALLATION OF ADDIT!ONAL TRACK ‘

WILLOAN ASSOCIATES ﬁ | | AT AzuSA AVENUE ISR 39
" s va ras s, CPUC CROSSING NO. BBO-503.96
* CITY OF COVINA




