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" BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF T ' f%)ﬂ§qﬁ LLEORNIA -
Order Instituting Investigation on {Uﬂthﬁj A _

the Commission’s own motion into the ) S
interstaté natural gas pipeline 1.88-12-027
supply and capacity available to (Filed December 19, 1988)
California.

Oorder Instituting Rulemaking into
natural gas procurement and
reliability issues.

R088-08’018 . ‘.
(Filed August 10, 1988) -
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OPINION

The Commission has consistently pursued natural gas'
policy that affords California consumers supply flexibility and theé
benefits inherent in a competitive marketplace. In the past,.
pipeline capacity has constrained supply options available to -
consumers. As a result of market decisions, construction is now
underway on néw interstate capacity into califoernia, and other
capacity additions are under consideration in a variety of forums. .
New interstate capacity, though, may not be the whole answer to
optimizing California’s natural gas infrastructure. As a means$ of
furthering the supply altérnatives available to northérn california
natural gas consumers, the Commission wishes to explore expanding
the capacity of Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E'’s) Line
300, either alone or in conjunction with expansion in gas storage
capabilities. -

On February 28, 1992, a prehearing conference (PHC) was
held before Administrative Law Judge Kim Malcolm to identify the
issues that must be addressed in considering the expansion of
Line 300 alone and in conjunction with expansion in storage
capability, the relative merits of such system improvements, and.
estimates of time to acquire any necessary iegulatory'approvals to




1.88-12-027, R.88-08-018 COM/OWF/bar/jac

~ complete construction 1f expansion is deemed to serve the public

'convenience and necessity.

Further consideration of expanding Line 300, elther alone
or in conjunction with expansion in gas 'storage, is most
‘appropriately addressed by reopening the Pipeline Capa01ty
Investigation; Investigation (I. } 88-12-027, and consélidating it

B . with the ongoing Capacity Brokerlng proceedlng, Rulemaklnq (R.)

88-08-018.
ORDER

, IT IS ORDERED that the Pipeline Capacity Investigation,

Investigation (I. ) 88- 12- 027, is reopened and consolidated with the

"CapaCLty Brokering proceedlng, Rulemaklng (R.) '88-08-018, for the

"~ purpose of considerlng expansion of Line 300 either alone or in

:‘conjunctlon with expanSLOn in gas’ $torage capabil1t1es.«~ ’

" This ‘order is effect1Ve today. ;
Dated March 11, 1992, at San Francisco, Callfornla.
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