pecision _92 03 039 MAR11 1992 o
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF cALiFoRNiA

In the Matter of the Application of U 0 [?\ﬂ: '
the city of Yuba City to construct a q Ul
‘city Street across the Right-of- pplication 88-11-008
Way of the Unién Pacific Railroad (Filed Novémber 3, 198
. at Stableér Lane in thé City of

Yuba CitYi

8)

OPINTON

As part of the stabler Lane extension project, Yuba City
requests authoiity to construct Stabler Lane at grade across Union
pacific Rallroad Company’s (UP) tracks in Yuba city, Sutter County.

The proposed crossing is located on the west side of Yuba
‘city, very close to the new civic céntéer, which includes offi
for Yuba City, sutter'Countf,‘ahd california Highway Patrol.
surrounding terrain is f1at. The projéct to construct the crossing
and extend Stabler Lane will allow direct access fron the ciQic
center area north of the tracks to State Route 20 and points south.
staté Route 20 in turn gives access to points éast and west.

Yyuba city is the lead agency for this project under the
california Environnental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seqg. The city prepaféd
a Mitigated Negative Declaration and approved the project. thy
pinor impacts were identified, such as loss of commercial use of
small parcel of land and construction noisé and dust. These are
nitigated by the expected fnproved circulation of traffic to and
from the civic center area, On July 3, 1990, a Notice of .
petermination was filed with the county Clerk which found that:
»The project will not have a significant effect on the

cés -
- FTheé

a

environment.”
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. The conmission is a responsiblé agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered thé lead agéncy’s ~  °
Mitigated Negativée Déclaration. The application meéts the filing
requirenénts of the comnmission’s Rules of Practice and Procédure,

including Rule 38, which relates to the construction: of a public

highway across a railroad. A sketch of the project vicinity is

included as Appendix A.

The comnission’s Safety Division Traffic Engineering
staff inspéctéd the site of the proposed prOJect. After reviewing
the need for and safety of the proposed construction, the statff
reconnends issttance of an eX parte order authorizing construction
of the proposed crossxng.

P1nd1nqs of Fact
1. ©Notice of the application was publishéd in the

Comnission’s Daily Caléndar on November 9, 1988. UP filed a
protest to the application on becénber 5, 1988, stating that the
crossing would be adjacent to a switch and siding, and would e
interferée with railroad operations. Subsequent negotiations
resulted in revisions to the adjacent trackage and agreément
betwéen the parties. By letter dated November 18, 1991 UP

withdrew its protest.
2. Yuba City requests authority under Public uvtilities Code

Sections 1201-1205 to construct Stabler Lane at- -grade across UP’s

tracks in Yuba Ccity, Sutter County.
3. The crossing is an essential element of the stabler Lane

extension project, and is required to improve public access to thé

Yuba city civic center deVeIOpnent.
4. public convenience and necessity require constrUction of

the stabler Lane crossing.
5. Public safety reguires that protection at the créssing be

two Standard No. 9-A autonatfc gate-type signals with cantilever
lights (Geneéral Order (GO) 75-C).
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: 6; Pending installation of the automatic protection, the
requiréments of public safety at the crossing may be met by the
-installation of two Standard No. 1- R crossing signs (co 75-C) and .

flagging of the crossing.
7. Yuba city is the lead agency for this project under CEQA,V

- as amended.
8. The Commission is a résponsible agency for this project
“and has reviewed and considered the lead agency’s ‘Initial Study and
Negative Declaration. : :

9. Theé project will have no significant impact on the
‘environment., -

Conciusicns of Law
‘1. The app11cation 1s uncontested, and a public hearing is.

r

not necessary.
2. The application should be granted as set forth in thé

7 following ordér. - : _
3. sSince city wishes to begln construct1on of the crossing

at the earliest p0551ble date, this order should be effective
innediately.

IT IS ORDERED that!
1. Yuba city is authorized to construct Stabler Lane at

gradé across Union Pacific Railréad Company’s (UP) tracks in Yuba
city, Sutter County, at the location and substantiany as shown by
the plans attached to the application, to be identified as Crossing

8-138.9.
2. construction of the crossing shall be egual or SUperIOr

to Standard Ho. 1 of GO 72-B.
3., Cléarances shall conforn to GO 26-D. Walkways shall

conforn to GO 118,
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. 4.  Protection at the crossing shall be two Standard No. 9-A
autonmatic ‘gate-type signals with cantilever 1ights (GO 75- c).

6, For a period not to excéed two years from the date of
this order, protection at the crossing may be two standard No. 1-R
crossing signs (GO 75-C)}. No on-rail vehicle shall operaté over.f,
the crossing unless it is first brought to a stop and traffic on”
the street protected by a member of the créw, or othér compétent ‘
émployee of the railroad, acting as flaqman. Thé flagman shall
place a minimun of two fuseés on éach side of the track prior to
éntry of the on-rail vehicle into the crossing.

6. Written instructions shall be issued by the railroad to
trainnen operating over the crossing to comply with the flagging
instructions. A copy of theé instructions shall be filed with the

Commission’s safety Division within 30 days after installation of

the crossing. Suitable signs shall be installed on both sides of

stabler Lane calling the attention of trainmen to the flagging

instructions.
9. Construction expensé of the crossing and installation

cost of the automatic protection shall be borne by Clty.

8. Maintenanceé of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-B.
Maintenance cost of the autonatic protection shall be borne by City
under PU Codé Section 1202,2.

9. ConstrUctlon plans of the crossing, approved by UP,
together with a copy of the agreéenént entered into between the
parties, shall bée filed with the comnission’s safety pDivision prior
to cormencing construction.

10. Within 30 days after completion of the work undeér this
‘order, Yuba city shall advise the comnission’s safety Division, in
writing that the authorized work has been conpleteéd.
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11, “This authorization shall eXpire if not exercised within‘
~ two years unléss- time is éxtended or if the above conditions are .
not cOmplied with, Authofization may be revoked or modified if’

_ public conVéniénce, necessity, or safety so require.

12, ‘The application is. granted as set forth above.

' This order is effective today.
- Dated MAR 11 1992 , at San Francisco, california.

| CERMIFY YHAT THIS DECISION
WAS APPROVED" BY THE ABOVE
comwssnémns 'romw
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