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'_ Decision .. 92 03 ·()43 . MAR 111m 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION or THE STATE or CALIFORNIA 

A~pilc~ti¢n_6f th~ st~t6 6~ cal~t6rnla,) 
Department of Transportatioo t for an ) 
order authorizing tJ:1e Dep~rtment tol ) . 
~iden the existing Dian~ street ) 
Overhead over The Atchison, Topeka and ) 
santa Fe Railway company's -2" Line ) 
located in the city of FresnO, Fresno ) 
county, California. ) 
------------------------------------) 

OPINION 

Application 91-10-069 
(Filed October 28, 1991) 

As part of the state Route 180 (SR-180) project to 
construct on newaliqnment a freeway and expressway between U.S. 

Route 99 and chestnut Avenue, the California Department of 
Transp~rtation (caltrans) requests authority to widen the Diana 
street Overhead at sep~rated grades over the tracks of The 
~tchinson,Topeka ahdsanta Fe Railway CompanY's (AT&SF) paln line 

in Fresno, Fresno County. 
The Diana street overhead is located at the east end of 

the SR~180 freeway and expressway project. The widening will .add 
three lanes in each direction in the ~edlan of the exi~ting , 

structure. 
The 4.8 nile long project is p~rt of a regional 

transportation network to relieve congestion on existing streets. 
Major impacts include displacement of residences and businesses, 
changes in local traffic patterns, decreases in riparian vegetation 
alo~g seVeral water ~ourses, increase in rtbise levels, and visual 
impact. Mitigation neasures will include relocation assistance~ 
habitat replacement or restoration, construction of sound 
attenuation barrieis, and la~dsca~in9' 

_ caltrans is the lead agency for this project under the 
California Environnental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
public Resources Code sections ~1000, et seq. After preparation 
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and review of an EnV'ironmentalimpact Statement (EIS), Caltrans 
approved the projeot_ On November 4,1977 a Notice of 
Determination was filed with the secretary for Rtlsources Which 
found that ·The projeot will have a significant effeot on the· 
.nV'ironment. w An enVi~onmental r~evaluatlon was prepa~ed and. 
approved on July 7, 1989, and resulted in 1'10 new significant 
impacts. 

The commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has· reviewed and c6i1sidered the l~ad agency/s EIS. 
The Commission's safety Division Traffic Engineering staff 
inspected the site of the proposed project. After reviewing the 
need for and safety of the proposed construction, staff recommends 
issuance of an ex-parte order authorizing widening of the Diana 
street overhead. 

The application meets the filing requirements of the 
Comnission's Rules of practice and Procedure, including Rule 38, 
whlch relates to the construction of a publio highway aoross it 

railroad. A sketch of the crossin9 area is set forth as 
Appendix A. 
findings of Fact 

i. Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on Decenber 3, 1991. No protests have 
been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

_ 2. caltrans requests authority under public Utilities Code 
sections 1201-1~05 to widen the Diana street Overhead on SR-1S0 at 
separated grades OVer the tracks of AT&SY's main line in r~esno, 
Fresno County. 

3. Widening of the Diana Street Overhead is required as 
part of the construction of realigned SR-180 in the city Of Fresno. 

4. public convenience, necessity, and safety require 
widening of the Diana street Overhead. 

5. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, 

as amended. 
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6. The commission is a responsible agency for thisprojtict 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIS. 

7. The project will have a siqnificant effect on the 
enVironment; however, the adopted mitigation measures will reduce 
the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. j 

conclusions of Law 
1. The application is uncontested, and a public hearing is 

not necessary. 
2. The application should be granted as set forth in the 

following order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
. 1. The state of california, Department of Transportation, 

(Caltrans), is authorized to widen the Diana street overhead on SR7 
180 at separated grades over the tracks of The Atchinson, Topeka 
and santa Fe Railway company's (AT&SF) main line in Fresno, Fresno 
County, at the location and substantially as shown by plans 
attached to the application, identified as crossing 2-999.2-A. 

2. Clearances shall be in accordante with General Order 
(GO) 26-0, except that during the period of construction a 
clearance of not less than 21' 6" above top of rail shall be 
authorized, and AT&SF shall be authorized to operate with such 
reduced overhead clearance provided the railroad issues 
instructions (and files then with the commission's safety Division) 
forbidding employees to ride on tops of cars beneath the structure. 

l. Caltrans shall notify the Com~ission's safety Division 
and AT&SF at least 15, hut not nore than 30, days in advance of the 
date when the temporary impaired overhead clearance will be 

created. 
4. Walkways shall conforA to GO 118. Walkways adjacent to 

any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintained free of 
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obJt-iuctions al'ld'shall b~promptlyrestored to their origin.al 
cond i ti6il ' in the' event Of darn'age dur lilgconstructi6n. 

5~ C6nstruc'ti6n and maintenance (:osts shall be borne in 
ac~~rdance with an ~greement to he entered into between the' 

, pa'rties,' A copy of the agreement i together )lith plans of the 
, crossing approved by AT&SF, shall he 'filed with the comroission/s 
Safety Division prior to commencingconsttucti6n. ,should the 
parties fail to a~ree, the Comnissionwill apportion the costs of 
construction and. naintenance by further order. 

6. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, caltrahs shall notify the commissiollis Safety Division ,in 
vriting that the authorized work has he~n c~rnpleted. 

1. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended or it the above conditions are 
notcom~lied with. Authorization 'may he revoked or m(xH,fied. if 
public conv~nience, necessity, or safety'so ~equire. 

8. The applicatio'l is granted as set forth above. 
Thi~ ,order tfAR11s19Mfective , 30, days. from today. , 
Dated ' t at san FranC1SCO, California. 
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