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Decision 92 03 044 HAR 11 1992
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COHHISSION OF THE STATE Ol-‘ CALIFORNIA

[‘BH[E:’JUMU:

gplication 91-10-044
(Filed October 11, 1991)

Application of the - State of California,)
Department of Transportation, for an ;
ordér authorizing the Department to!
Construct a crossing at separated ;
)

grades to be known as ~H Street
overhead,” over the Southern Pacific
Transportation Company’s #B7 &L ®BA~
Line. construction of the overhead
structuré is part of a proposed project)
to completé the construction of State )
Route 180 in the City of Fresno betweén)
- post miles R56. 2 and R58.4. )
)

OPINION

As part of the State Route 180 (SR-180) project to
construct on a new alignment a freeway and expressway between U.S.
Route 99 and Chestnut Avenue, the California Department of
‘Transportation (Caltrans) requests authority to cénstruct SR-180 at
separated grades over the tracks of Southern Pacific Trénsportatibn
Conpany’s (SPT) El Paso Route Main and West side San Joaquin Valley
Main Lines in Fresno, Fresno county. : :

The two main line tracks are adjacent at the propOSed
crossing and merge a short distance to the south. The overhead
structure will also cross H Street and will be known as the H
Street Overhead. Existing SR-180 is a conventional highway,
located approximately one mile to the south of the proposed
freeway,‘and will remain in use as a lécal road.
: The 4.8 nile long project is part of a regional
" transportation network to relieve congestion on existing streets.
Major impacts include displacement of residences and busineésses,
changes in local traffic patteérns, decréase in riparian vegetation
along several water courses, increase in noise levels, and visual
impact. Mitigation measures will include relocation assistance,
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- habitat’ replacement or restoration, construction of sound

attenuation barriérs, and landscaping.
Ccaltrans is the lead agéncy for this project under the .

california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), ‘as amended,f
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seqg. After preparation
and review of an Environmental Impact statément (EIS), Caltrans
approved the projeéct. on Noveémber 4, 1977, a Notice of
DeterminatiOn was filéd with the Secretary for Resourcés which
found that ~The project will have a significant efféect on the
énvironment.” An environmental reevaluation was prepared and.
approved on July 7, 1989, and concluded that no new significant
inpacts eX1sted.

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the léad agency’s EIS.
' The Commission’s Safety Division Traffic Engineering staff has
inspected the site of the proposed project. After reviewing the
neéed for and safety of the proposéd construction, the staff
recomends 1ssuance of an ex-parte order author1zing construction of
the proposed OVercrossing. : :

The application meets the filing requiréments of the
Comnission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, including -Rule 38,.
which relates to the construction of a public highway across a
railroad. A sketch of the crossing area is set forth as

Appendix A.

FPindings of Fact
1., Notice of the applicatiOn was publishéd in the

connission’s Daily caléndar on November 4, 1991, No protests have
beén received. A public hearing is not necessary.

2, Caltrans requests authority under Public Utilities Code
Sections 1201-1205 to construct SR-180 (H Street Overhead) at
separated grades over the tracks of SPT’s El Paso Route Main and_
West Side San Joaquin Valley Main Lines in Fresno, Fresno County.
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- _ 3. Construction ‘of the H Street OVerhéad is required as part
6f the construction of realigned SR-180 in the city of Fresno.
4, Public convenience, necessity, and saféety require
construction of the H Street Overhead.
" 5. caltrans is the lead agency for this projéct under CEQA,

- as amended.

- é. The commission is a résponsible agency for this projéct
and has reviewed and considered the lead agéncy'’s EIS.

7. The project will have a significant effect on the
environment; howéver, the adopted mitigation méasures will reduce
the severity of the adVerse inpacts to acceptablé levels.

conclusions of Law
1. The application is uncontested, and a public hearing is

not necessary.
2. The application should ke granted as set forth in the

following order.

IT IS ORDERED that!

1. The state of california, Departmént of Transportatlon
(Caltrans), is authorized to construct SR-180 (A Street OVerhead]
at separated grades over the tracks of Southeérn Pacific
Transportatien Company's (SPT) EL Paso Route Main and West Slde San
'Joaquin Main Lines in Fresno, Frésno County, at the location and
substantially as shown by plans attached to the applicatien, to be
identified as Crossings B-204.2-A and BA-207.1-A, respectively.

_ 2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General order (GO)
26-D, except that durfng the period of construction of the H Stréet
Overhéad a clearance of not less than 22/ above top of rail is ’
authorized, and SPT is authorized to operate with such reduced
overhead clearance provided the railroad issues instructions (and
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f;files then with the Conmission's safety Division) forbidding '
employees to ride on tops of cars benéath the structure.

3, Caltrans shall notify the Commission’s safety Division
and SPT at léast 15, but not more than 30, days in advance of the
daté when the temporary impaired overhead clearance will be
created. _ ,

4. Walkways shall conform to GO 118, Walkways adjacent to
any trackageée subject to rail) operations shall be maintained free of
obstructions and shall be promptly restoréd to their original
condition in the event of damage during construction.

5. Construction and mainténanceé costs shall bé borne in
accordanceé witp an agréement'td'be éntered into between the
parties. A copy of the agreément, together with plans of the
crossings approved by SPT, shall be filed with the comnission’s
safety Division prior to commencing construction. Should the
parties fail to agree, the Cornission will apportion the costs of
constructlon and naintenance by further order. :

6. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this
order, Caltrans shall notify the Comnission’s Safety pivision in
~writing that the authorized work has been conpleted. ’

7. This authorization shall expire if not éxercised within
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are
not compliéd with. Authorization may be revoked or nodified if
public conveniencé, necéssity, or safety so require.




The application 1s qranted as set forth above.
This order bécomes ‘effective 30 days from today.
Dated 1 '992 , at san Francisco, California.




NEXN BRIDGE AT NEW ROUTE 180 CROSSING
¢ STREET OVEIREAD
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