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Deoision 92 O:'J 048 MAR 11 1992 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OFCALIFO~IA 

In the matter Of the Application of » 
Laura Lee Nelson, dba Metropolitan 
Express for authority to increase ) 
fares and to establish a Zone of ) 
Rate Freedom for the transportation ) 
of passengers between points in both) 
Los Angeles and orange counties, on ) 
the one hand, and, on the other hand) 
Amtrak union station Los Angeles, ) 
LOs Angeles International t Long ) 
Beach, John wayne Airports, and Los ) 
and Long Beach HarbOrs. ) 
--------------------------------) 

Application 91-09-043 
(filed August 26, 1991) 

.' OPINION 

Laura Lee Nelson (applicant), dba Metropolitan Express, 
seeks authority to increase her rates and to establish a zone of 
rate freedom (ZORF) under Public utiiities (PU) code, § 454.2 and 
to deviate from the long-and short-haul provisions ot PU code § 

460. 
Applicant operates as a passenger stage corporation under 

PSC-4928, transporting passengers and their baggage, on .ah on.;,.ca1l, 
door-to-door basis, between points in Los Angeles and Orange 
counties, on the one hand, and Los Angeles International Airport 
(LAX), John Wayne Airport (SNA), Amtrak station, and Los Angeles 
and Long Beach Harbors, on the other hand. Applicant's service 
competes with other substantially similar passenger stage services. 

Applicant has proposed an oVerall rate inorease of about 
19\, claiming that increased fuel costs, maintenance costs, and 
insurance costs haVe caused a loss of $~1,57~ tor th~ year ~~ding 
December 31, 1990. Applica~t has proposed to set rates within a 
ZORF ranging from -$4.00 to +$4.00. 

Applicant also competes with other passenger stage 
corporatio~s, taxi cabs, limousines and automobiles in its service 
area. 
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The propos'ed ZORF when implemented, may c6nflict wlthpf, 
C6de § 460. Applicant should be el<ernpted from the long-and short­
haul provisions of PU COde § 460. 

Applicant attached to her application a ·Proot of service 
by Hail· in compliance with Rules 2l and 24 of the Commission's 
Rules of practice and procedure. 
Findings of Fact 

1. Applicant is operating in competition with other 
substantially similar passenger stage transportati6n services. 

2. Applicant's present fares were authorized by Deoision 
89-07-036, dated July 19, 1989, in Applioation 88-08-056. 

3. Applicant reported a loss of $21,579 for the year --
ending December 31, 1990, at an operating ratio ot 107\. Operating 
at the current r~tes, applicant will lose $14,564 in 1991. 

4. The rates proposed by applicant in Exhibit Got 
Application 91-08-043 are just and reasonable. 

5. competitive transportation serVices will result in 
reasonabie rates when considered with the ZORF authorIzed below • 

6. The qranting of e)(emption from the lOrlg- and sho'tt­
haul prOVisions of PU code § 460 is appropriate in this case. 

7. Notice ot the tiling of the application appeared in 
the Daily commission calendar on August 29, 1991. 

8. No protests have been received. 
Conolusions of Law 

1. The rates and ZORF requested in Application 91-08-043 
should be granted. 

2. Before applicant charges rates under ZORF authorized 
below, 10 days' notice should be 9iven to the commission. 

3. The filing of ZORF rates should be accompanied by a 
tariff amendment showin9 for each route, the high and low ends of 
the ZORF, and the then current etfective rate. 

4. No rates should be reduced to zero by application of 
the ZORF. 
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5. A public hearing is not necessary., 
6. In order to make the proposed rate changes and ZORF 

available as soona.s possible, 'the following order should be 
effective immediately. 

o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Laura Lee Nelson, doinq business as Metropolitan 

Express (Applicant), is authorized under Public utilities (PU) COde 

§ 454 to increase from present fares to the proposed fares and 
under PU Code § 454.2 to establish the zone of rate freedom (ZORF) 
requested in Application 91-08-043. Applicant may set fares within 
the ZORF between the lower limit 6f the ZORF and the upper limit of 
the ZORF. 

2. Applicant shall file a ZORF tariff in accordance with the' 
application on not less than 10 days' notice to the commission and 
to the pUblio and subject to commission approval. The ZORF shAll 
ekpire unless exercised within 60 days after the etfectivedat6 of 

'this order. 
3. Applicant may make changes within the ZORF by tiling 

amended tariffs on not less than 10 days' notice to the commission 
and to the public. The tariff shail inolude for each route the 
authorized maximum and minimum fares and the fare to be charged. 

4. Applicant is exempted from the long- and short-haul 
provision of PU code § 460 in setting the authorized ZORF fares • 
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'~'- __·5.. Il'Ibclciltion I")po"tiilq,,nd tiUiliJ tariffs, applicant 
, ~~·<)~haiipO:stn6_tic~$_e~pl~Jriinqt~~~LchaJ)ges in its tenninals and 

l>assen9ar::'carryin~~ -v~hi6i.e·s~ ·suchn6tices shall be posted at 
least 5'~ays bef<>re the effective date of the fare changes and 
shall remain posted for at least' 30 days. 

-
( . -

6. The applIcation is qranted as set forth above. 
This order is effective tOday. 
bated MAR 1 1 '19$2 

california. 

.. 

N 
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t at San Francisco, 

mNlEL lrmI. nss-...m 
President 

JtIW B. CIWUAn 
m1:RICIA H. }}.»Rl' 
~ D. SfIHtAY 

omntsc;ialers 

I CERnFY THAt nilS DECISION_ 
WAS APPROVED BY THE ABOve 

COMMI$S'ON£~5. iO,:)~\V 


