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Decision 792 03 048 MAR11 '992 ‘ 7 L
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of the Application of )

Laura Lee Nélson, dba Metropolitan ) ) g
Express for authority to increase } ﬂ m”@—_)}”m@ _
fares and to establish a Zoné of A d{; -
Raté Freedom for the transportation )

of passengers beétwéen points in both) o .

Los Angeles and Orange Counties, on ) Application 91-08-043

the oné hand, and, on thé othér hand) (filed August 26, 1991)
Amtrak Union station Los Angeéles, )

Los Angéles International, Long )

Béach, John Wayne Afrports, and Los )
and Long Beach Harbors. ;

OPINTION

Laura Lee Nélson (applicant), dba Metropolitan Expréss,
seeks authority to increase her rates and to éstablish a zone of
raté freedom (ZORF) under Public utilities (PU) code, § 454.2 and
to deviate from the long-and short-haul provisions of PU Code §
460. _ '

Applicant operates as a passénger stage corporation under
PSC-4928, transporting passengers and their baggage, on an on<call,
door-to-door basis, betwéen points in Los Angéles and Orange
counties, on the one hand, and Los Angelés International Airport
(LAX), John Wayne Airport (SNA), Amtrak sStation, and Los Angéles'
and Long Beach Harbors, on the other hand. Applicant’s sérvice
competes with other substantially similar passenger stage sérvices.

Applicant has proposed an overall raté inocréasé of about
19%, claiming that increéaséd fuel costs, mainténance costs, and
insurance costs havé caused a loss of $21,579 for theé year énding
Déecémber 31, 1990. Applicant has proposéd to sét rates within a
ZORF ranging from -$4.00 to +$4.00.

Applicant also conpétes with other passenger stage
corporations, taxi cabs, limousines and automobiles in its service

area.
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: The proposed ZORF when inplénented, may conflict with PU
code § 460, Applicant should be exenpteéd from the long -and short-‘
“haul provisions of PU Code § 460, :
Applicant attached to her application a *proof of Service.
by Mail” in compliance with Rules 23 and 24 of theé Commission’s :

Rules of Practice and Procedure.

Findings of Fact
1. Applicant is operating in compéetition with other

substantially similar passenger stage transportation sérvices,

2. Applicant’s présent fares wereée authorized by Decision
89-07-036, dated July 19, 1989, in Application 88-08-056.

3. Applicant réported a léss of $21,579 for the year
énding December-31, 1990, at an operating ratio of 107%. Opeérating
at thé current rates, applicant will losé $14,564 in 1991, '

4. The rates proposed by applicant in Exhibit G of
Application 91-08-043 are just and reasonable. B

5. competitive transportation services will reésult in
‘reasonableée rates when considered with thé ZORF authorized below.

6. The granting of éxemption from thé lorng- and short-
‘haul provisions of PU Code § 460 is appropriateée in this case,

7. Notice of the filing of thée application appeared in
the Daily commission caléndar on August 29, 1991,

8. No protests havé been received.
conclusions of Law

1. The rates and ZORF requésted in Application 91-08-043
should be granted.

_ 2. Beforé applicant charges rates undeér ZORF authorized
below, 10 days’ notice should be givén to the commission.

3. The filing of ZORF rates should bé accompanied by a
tariff améndment showing for eéach route, the high and low ends of
the ZORF, and the then current effective rate,

4. No rates should be réduced to zero by application of

the ZORF.
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5. A public hearing is not nécéssary.,
6. In order to make thé proposed rate changes and ZORF

- available as soéon as possible, the folléwing o6rder should be
effective immediately.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED thatt!

i. Laura Leée Nélson, doing business as Métropolitan
Express (Applicant), is authorized under Public Utilities (PU) Code
§ 454 to increasé from present fares to the proposed farés and
undér PU Code § 454.2 to eéstablish the zone of rate fréedom (ZORF)
réquested in Application 91-08-043. Applicant may seét farés within
the ZORF between the lower limit 6f the ZORF and the upper limit of
the ZORF. ' _ ‘ , »

2. Applicant shall filé a ZORF tariff in accordance with the
application on not less than 10 days’ notice to the comnission and
to the public and subject to Commission approval. Thé ZORF shall
éxpiré unleéss eéxercised within 60 days after the effective date of
’this order.

3. Applicant may make changes within thé ZORF by filing
amended tariffs on not léss than 10 days’ notice to the Commission -
and to the public. The tariff shall includé for éach routeé thé
authorized maximunm and minimum fares and the fare to be chargéd.

4. applicant is éxempted from the long- and short-haul
provision of PU Code § 460 in setting the authorizeéd ZORF fares.




. 5. - In additiOn to postiﬁg and filing tariffs, applicant
’ishall post nétices explaining fare ¢hanges in its terminals and
:passénger—carrying vehicles.- Such notices shall be posted at

least 5 ‘days beforé the efféctiVé date of the fare changées and
' shall remain posteéd for at least 30 days.
6, ~The application ‘is granted as sét forth above.

This order is efféctiVe today.

Datéd MAR 11 ﬁf& : ., at San Francisco,

,califorﬁia.

ECISION
{ CERTIFY THAT THIS DECISION
WAS APPROVED BY THE ABOVE
COMMISSIONERS. TCDAY




