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Deoision __ &_2_0_3_0_72_ MAR31~ 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

APP®cOO~~ij[li Application of the state of california, ) 
Departmentot Tr~nsportati6n, for. an ) 
order authorizing the Department tOt ) 
Construct a crossing at separated grades) 
to be known as -Faith Home Road ) 
Overcrossing,- 6ve~ the Southern pacific) 
Transportation company's -aN Line. ) 
construct~6n of th~ 6ve~~~ad structure ) 
is part of a proposed proJect to upgrade) 
the existing state Route 99 in. ) 
stanislaus County to. Freeway standards) 
between post miles R7.1 and 10.6. ~ 

OPINION 

(Filed Auqust 22, 1991) 

As part of the project to upgrade a 3.5 mile segment 'Of 

e~isting U.S. Route 99 to six lane freeway standards, the state 
of. california, Department of Transportation (Caltrans), requ~sts 
authority to construct Faith Home Road Overcrossing at separat~d 
grades over southern pacific Transportation company's (SPT) main 
line tracks near the community of Keyes, stanislaus County. ' 

Existing Route 99 at Faith Home Road is a four lane 
expressway, with Faith Home Road crossing both the expressway and 
SPT/s tracks at grade. .Upon completion of the overcrossing the 
existing grade crossings at Faith Home Road and prairie Flower 
Road, located 0.7 mile to the north, will be clos~d. The 
vehicular traffic using the prairie Flower Road grade crossing 
will be diverted via frontage roads to the new overcrossing at 

Faith Home ROad. 
caltrans is the lead agency for this project under the 

california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
public Resources Cod~ sections 21000, et seq. After preparation 
and review of an Initial study, caltrans issued a Negative 
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Deolaration and approved th~ projeot. On ootober 12, '1989, a 
Notioe of Determination was filed with the Office of Planning and 
Research which found that' -The projeot will not have a­
significant effect on the environment.-

The commission is a responsible agency lor this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and consid~red the lead agency's 
Initial study and Negative Declaration. Application 91-68-63.6 
meets the filing requirements of the commission's Rules of 
praotice and procedure, inoluding Rule 38, which relates to the 
construotion of a publio highway across a railr6ad. A sketCh of 
the orossing area is set forth as Appendix A. 

The Commission's safety Division Traffic Engineering 
staff inspeoted the site of the proposed projeot. Alter 
revIewing the need for and safety of the proposed construction, 
the staff recommends that the sought authority be granted. 

pindings of Fact 
1, Notice of the application was published in the 

Commissionts Daily calendar on August 28, 1991. No protests have 

been filed. 
2. caltrans requests authority under public utilities code 

sections 1201-1~05 to construot Faith Home Road at separated 
grades over SPT's main line tracks near the community of Keyes, 

stanislaus County. 
3. The proposed FAith Home Road Overorossing is an 

essential element in the construction of the Route 99 freeway 

proj~ct. 
4. upon completion of the Faith Home ROad overcrossing the 

existing at-grade crossings ot Faith Home ROad and prairIe Flower 

Road will be closed. 
5. public convenience, necessity, and safety require 

construction of the overcrossing. 
6. caltrans is the lead agency for this project under 

CEQA, as anended • 
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7. The commission is a responsible a<)ency for this project 
and has review~d and c6risider~d the lead a~enoy/~ Initial .tudy 
and Negative Deolaration. 

8. The projeot will have no significant i~paot on the 

environment. 
conolusions of Law 

1. The application is unoontested, and a publio hearing is 
not neoessary. 

2. The application should be granted as set f6rth in the 

following order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED thats 
1. The state of california, Department of Transportatio~ 

(Caltrans), is authorized to construct Faith Horne Road at 
separated grades over southern Pacifio Transportation company's 
(SPT) main line tracks near the community of Keyes, stanislaus 
County, at the location and substantially as shown bY plans 
attached to the application, to be identified as crossing 
B-120.66-A. 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order 
(GO) 26-D, except that durin9 the period of construotion a 
olearance of not less than 21 feet 9 inches above top of rail is 
authorized, and 8PT is authorized to operate with such reduced 
overhead clearance provided the railroad issues instructions (and 
files them with the cOIIll1lission's Safety Division) forbidding 
employees to ride on tops of cars beneath the structure. . 

3. Caltrans shall notify the commission's safety Division 
and 8FT at least 15, but not more than 30, days in advance of the 
date when the temporary impaired clearance will be created. 

4. walkways shall conform to GO 118. Walkways adjacent to 
any trackage subject to rail operation~ shall be maintained free 
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ofobst-ructloilsand shall b~ promptly restoredtb- tlieir ori9inill­
condition in the event 6f damage during construotion. 

5. construotion and maintenance costs shall be·borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties. A copy 6£ the agreement, to<Jeth~r with plans of the 
crossing approved by SPT, shali be filed with the commission's 
safety Division prior to commencing construction. Should the 
parties tail to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of 
construotion and naintenAnce by further order. 

6. upon completion of th~ Faith Home Road 6vercrossing and 
its opening to vehicular traffic, the existing grade crossings at 
Faith HOme Road, crossing 8-120.1, and prairie Flower Road, 
crossing 8-119.5 1 shall be physically closed and the roadway 
surface across the tracks obliterated. 

7. within 30 days after completion Of the work und~r this 
order, caltra.ns shallilotlfy the COJn.'lIissi6t1's safety Division in 
writing that the authoriz~d work has been completed. . 

8. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions 
are not compl1ed with. Authorization may be revoked or modified 
if public convenience, necessity, or safety so require • 
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9. The appl.icat-ioft is granted as set forth aboVe. 
Thfs 6rd~rba¢om~s effective 30 days from today. 
Dated MAR S i i~~ -I at San Francisco, california. 

lWfiEL~. FfssIm 
President 

JCRl B. dWillIN 
PA'IRICIA M. D:lIDU' 
KRw{D.~ 

o-rnn1ss1~ 
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PROJECT PLANS FOA CONSTRUCTION, ON 
STATE HIGHWAY 

IN STANISLAUS COUNT V 
AT KEYES FROM' 0.1 MILE S6UTH OF 

KEYES ROAD c>YERCAOSSING 
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