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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIrO§NIA

Appllication of the State of california, ) U .
Department of Tran5§0rtation,_for an ;
¢ Départment to! Applicatio =U8-~UJ3%0

order authorizing t i -
construct a crossing at separated grades) (Filed August 22, 1991)
to bée known as "Falith Home Road

Overcfossin?,' over thé Southern Pacific;

Transportation Company’s #B” Line.

construction of the overhéad structure ;

fs part of a proposed project to upgrade

the existing state Route 99 in _

stanislaus County to Freeway Standards )

betweén post miles R7.1 and 10.6. ;

OPINIOR

As part of the project to upgrade a 3.5 mile ségmént ‘of
existing U.S. Route 99 to six lane freéway standards, the State
of California, Department of Transportation (Caltrans), requests
authority to construct Faith Hone Road Overcrossing at séparatéd
grades over Southern Pacific Transportation Company’s (SPT) pain
Yine tracks near the community of Keyes, stanislaus County.

Existing Route 99 at Faith Home Road is a four lane
expréssway, with Faith Home Road crossing both the expréssway and
SPT/s tracks at grade. Upon completion of the overcrossing the
existing grade crossings at Faith Homeé Road and Prairie Flower
Road, located 0.7 nile to the north, will be closed. The
vehicular traffic using the Prairie Flower Road grade crossing
will be diverted via frontage roads to the nevw overcrossing at
Faith Home Road.

caltrans is the lead agency for this projéct under the
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as anended,
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, ét seg. After preparatibh
and review of an Initial Study, caltrans issued a Negative '
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Declaration and approved the projéct. Onrégtébéf'12;‘1989} a
‘Notice of Determination was filed with‘the‘Officé,of planning and
Research which found that: ~The project will not have a-
significant effect on the environnent.” ,

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considéred the léad agenocy’s )
Initial study and Negative Declaration. Application 91-08-036
méets the filing requiréments of the comnission’s Rules of
practice and Proceduré, including Rule 38, which relatés to the
construction of a public highway across a rallréad. A sketch of
the crossing area is set forth as Appendix A.

The commission’s safety Division Traffic Engineéring
staff inspected thé site of the proposed project. After
reviewing the need for and safety of the proposed construction,
the staff récomnends that the sought authority be granted.
Findings of Fact _ ‘

1, Notice of the application was published in the
comnission’s Daily Calehdar on August 28, 1991, No protests have
been filed. S

2. Caltrans requests authority undér Public utilities code
sections 1201-1205 to construct Faith Home Road at separated
grades over SPT’s main line tracks near the community of Keyes,
Stanislaus County. )

3. The proposed Faith Home Road Overcrossing is an

essential element in the construction of the Route 99 freeway
project. ‘
4. Upon completion of the Faith Home Road 0vercrossiﬁg the
éexisting at-grade crossings of Faith Home Road and prairiée Flower
Road will be closed.

5. public convenience, necessity, and safety require

construction of the overcrossing.
6. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under

CEQA, as anended.
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2. The commission is a responsible agency for this project
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency’s Initial Study
and Negativé Declaration. o -

8. The project will havé no significant impact 6n the
environment. o
conclusions_of Law 4 _

1. The application is uncontested, and a public heéaring is
not nécéssary. “

2. The application should be granted as set forth in thé
following order.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that!

1. The State of california, Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), {s authorized to construct Faith Home Road at '
separated grades over Southern Pacific Transportation Company’s
(SPT) main 1line tracks near the comnunity of Keyes, stanislaus
county, at the location and substantially as shown by plans
attachéd to the application, to be identified as Crossing
B-120.06-A. o

2, Clearances shall be in accordance with Géneral Order.
(GO) 26-D, except that during the period of constr0ction a.
clearanceé of not less than 21 feet 9 inches above top of rail is
authorized, and SPT is authorized to opeérate with such reéduced
overhead clearance provided the railroad issues instructions (and
files thém with the Commissjon’s Safety Division) torbidding
employées to ride on tops of cars beneath the structure,

3, caltrans shall notify the commission’s Safety pivision
and SPT at least 15, but not more than 30, days in advance of the
date when the temporary impafred clearance will be creéated. '

4. Walkways shall conform to GO 118. Walkways adjaceént to
any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintained free
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~of obstructions and shall be prémbtlyfféétb;ea’ts’théir‘6rl§iﬁai‘f*'
- conaftion in the event of damagé during construction. B

| 5. CGonstruction and maintéenance costs shall bé borme in
accordance with an agreement to be eéntered into betwéen the

 parties. A copy of the agreement, togethér with plans of the

crossing approved by SPT, shall be filed with the comnission’s
safety Division prior to commencing construction. Should the
parties fail to agree, the commission will apportion thé costs of
construction and maintenance by further order.

6. Upon compléetion of the Faith Homé Road Overcrossing and
its opening to vehicular traffic, the existing grade crossings at
Faith Home Road, Crossing B-120.1, and Prairie Flower Road, - .
Crossing B-119.5, shall be physically closéd and the roadway
surface across thé tracks obliterated. _ o

7. wWithin 30 days after completfion of the work under this
order, Caltrans shall notify the Commission’s satety pivision in
writing that thé authorfzed work has beén completed. '

8. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
three years unless tinme is extended or if the above conditions
are not compliéd with. Authorization may be revoked or modified
if public convenience, necessity, or safety so require. ' ‘
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9. The application is granted as set forth above.
This Ordét bécomés eéffective 30 days from today.
AR ', at San Francisco, CalifOrnia.
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