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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

application of the sState of california,)

Department of Transportation, for an ) ,

order authorizing the Department to: ; ﬂ [ ]

construct a new crossing at separated ’k y
) Dp {don 11-062

grades to bé known as the #South Alviso 1-
(Filed November 25, 1991)

Overhéad” over theé track of the )
Southeérn Pacific Transportation
Company’s Elmhurst-Santa Clara Main
Liné, and reconstruct an existing
gradée-crossing in the city of San Jose,)
County of sSanta Clara, State of )
California. )
)

OPINION

As part of theé projéct to upgrade state Route 237 (SR-
237) to a é-lané freéway betwéen Mathilda Avénue and Interstate 880
in santa cClara county, the california Départment of Transportation
(Caltrans) requests authority to construct thé ~South Alviso _
Ovérhead” on SR-237 at séparated grades ovéer thé tracks of Southétn
Pacific Transportation Company’s (SPT) Elmhurst-Santa clara Main
Line in San Jése, Santa Clara County. Authority is also sought to
reconstruct the existing grade crossing of SR-237 to bécomeé Gréat
America Parkway. o

The new overhead will be located approximately 200 feet
to the south of the existing SR-237 grade crossing. Thé northerly
half of the existing crossing will become a two lane, two way
extension of Great America Parkway to provide access to the freééway
at Lafayette Street. The southérly half of the existing crossing
will be rémoved.

The 6.3 mile long project will alleviaté existing and
future traffic delay and congestion on SR-237 as wéll as other
major corridors and connecting arterials. Major impacts include
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decreases in riparian vegéetation along several water courses,
increase in noise levels, visual impact, and léss of a plannéed
bicyclée route. Mitigation measures will include habitat
replacement or restoration, construction of sound attenuation
barriers, landscaping, and a proposal for an alternate bicycle
route. o

caltrans is thé lead agency for this project under thé
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as aménded,
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preéparation
and reviéw of an Environméntal Impact Report (EIR), Caltrans
approved the project. On July 16, 1990 a Notice of Determination
was filed with the office of Planning and Réesearch which feund '
that: #The project will have a significant effect on the
environment.~

The Commission is a reésponsible agency for this projéct .
under CEQA and has reviewed and considéred the lead agency’s EIR.

Thée siteé of the proposed project has béén fnspected by:
the commission’s Safety Division Traffic Engineering staff. The.
staff examined the neeéd for and safety of thé proposed construction'
and recommends issuance of an ex-parte order authorizing ' o
construction of the proposed overhead and réconstruction of the
éxisting grade crossing at SR-237 subject to the installation of
automatic gate-typé signals with cantilevéred flashing 1ights as
protection. ‘

caltrans has met the filing réquiréments of the
comnission’s Rulés of Practicé and Procedure, including Rule 38,
which rélates to thé céenstruction of a public highway across a
railroad. A sketch of the crossing area is set forth as

Appendix A,

Pindings of Facts
1. Noticé of the application was published in the

commission’s Daily Calendar on Decémber 12, 1991. No protests have
been received. ‘
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2, Caltrans i'equésts authority under Publié Utflities Code
Sections 1201-1205 to construct the South Alviso Overhead én SR—237
at separated gradés over the tracks of SPT’s Elmhurst-Santa Clara
Main Line in san José, Santa Clara County.

: 3. Caltrans also requests authoéority to reconstruct thé
existing grade crossing of SR-237, to bécome Great Ameérica Parkway.

4. CcConstruction 6f thé South Alvisdo Overhéad and
reconstruction of the existing grade crossing of SR-237 are
requiréd as part of the construction of SR-237 freeéway.

5. Public conveniénce, nécessity, and safety require
construction of the South Alviso Ovérhead and réconstruction of the
éxisting grade crossing of SR-237.

6. Public safety requires that protéction at the
reconstructed grade crossing of SR-237 be two Standard No. 9-A
gate-type signals with cantilevered flashing lights (General Order’
(GO) 75-C).

7. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project uﬁder CEQA,
as amended. ' |

8. The commission is a responsible agéncy for this projeéct
and has reviewed and considered thé léad agency’s EIR.

9. The projéct will haveé a significant effect on the
environment; howevér, the adopted mitigation measures will reéduce
the séverity of the advérse {mpacts to accéptable leévels.
conclusions of lLaw

1. The application is uncontested, and a public hearing is

not neécessary. ,
2. The application should be granted as set forth in the

following order.
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I

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The State of california, Departmént of Transportation,
(Caltrans), is authorized to construct the south Alviso Overhead on
SR-237 at separated gradés over the tracks of Southern Pacific
Transportation Company’s (SPT) Elmhurst-Santa Clara Main Lineé in
San José, Santa Clara County, at the location and substantially as
shown by plans attached to the application, to be idéntified as

Crossing L-39.9-A.
2. cCaltrans is also authorized to reconstruct the éxisting

grade crossing of SR-237 to become a crossing of Great América
Parkway, identified as Crossing L-39.8. Protéction at the '
reconstruced gradé crossing shall be two Standard No. 9-A gate-type
signals with cantilevereéd flashing lights (GO 75-C).

3., Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26-D, éxcept -
that during the périod of construction of the South Alviso Ovérhead
a témporary minimum clearance of 227/-0~ above top of rail is
authorized, and SPT is authorized to operate with such reduced
overhead cléarance provided the railroad issues instructions (and
files them with the commission’s Satety Division) forbidding -
émployéés to ride on tops of cars beneath thé structure. ’

4. cCaltrans shall notify the commission’s saféty Division
and SPT at least 15, but not more than 30, days in advanceé of the
date when thé teémporary impaired overheéad clearance will beé
created.

5, Walkways shall conform to GO 118. Walkways adjacent to
any trackagé subject to rail operations shall bé maintained free of
obstructions and shall bé promptly réstored to their original
condition in the event of damage during construction.

6. Réconstruction of grade crossing L-39.8 shall be equal or

superior to Standard No. 1 of GO 72-B.
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7. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in
accordance ‘with an agreement to bé entered into betwéen the
parties. A copy of the agreemént, together with plans of the
crossings apprOVed by SPT, shall be filed with thé commission’s
safety Division prior to ¢ommencing construction. Should the’
parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of

 ¢onstruction and maintenance by further order.
8. Within 30 days ‘atter completion of the work under this

'order, caltrans shall notify the Commission's saféty Division in
writing that the authorizéd work has been completed.; : '
: 9. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
" three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are
not compl1ed with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if
pub;ic conVenience, nécéssity, or safety so require.
10. The application is granted as set forth above.
This order becomes éffectiVe 30 days fron today..

Dated MQR:] %2, at san Francisco, Cal1fornia.
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