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[)201 ()S4 April 22. 1992 
Decision ________ __ 

• BEFORE TH~ PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Appiication of the City of Lancaster for an 
Order authorizing construction of a 
crossing at separated grades between 
AVenue ·L- and the tracks of the southern 
pacific TranspOrtation company, sometimes 
referred to as the -Avenue -L- Overhead-
(PUC No. B-408.1-A) " 

OPINION 

Application 91-06-0"61 
(Filed June 27, 1991) 

The City of LancAster (City) requests Authority to 
construct a grade separation of Avenue -L- over the tracks of the" 
Southern PAcific Transportation company's (SPT) E1 PasO Main Line, 
in Lancaster, Los Angeles County. 

The overhead structure would connect the existing 
portions of Avenue -L- east and west of the tracks, allowing 
construction of a new major peripheral arterial street in the 
Aritelope valley. The completion of Avenue -1.- would redistribute 
traffic and reduce congestion in the Lancaster central district, 
and improve access tor p6lice, fire and emergency services. To'e 
Antelope Valley is experiencing one of the-tastest population ' 
growth rates in southern california. It is estimated that the 
proposed overpass would carry 77,000 vehicles per day in the 

future. 
By Decision (D.) 88-11-041 dated November 28, 1998, in 

Application (A.) 87-04-036 the Commission denied City authority to 
construct an at-grade crossing at Avenue -L-. The commission found 
that the proposed grade crossing would seriously impact rail 
operations, estimated at 55 trains pet day. An overpass, which 
would also span Sierra Highway, was shown by the evidence presented 
to be practicable. City is now proposing construction of such an 

overpass. 
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City is the lead Agency fOr this project under California 
Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, PublIc 
Resources (PR) Code 55 21000, et seq. Under city's general .plan 
construction of a crossing at Avenue -L- is required before, 
additional development of some districts can receive permits • 

• After preparation and publication of an Environmental lmpact Report 
(EIR) City approved the project and on February 25, 1992, tiled a 
Notice of Determination with the county clerk which found that 
traffic generated by this additional develOpment -will have some 
adverse effects on the environment. - A statement of. overridfng 
Considerations was adopted for the Avenue -L- crossing project. 
The project includes mitigation measur~s for construction and 
vehicular noise, including a sound~all. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR. 
The site of the proposed project has been inspected by safety 
Division Traffic Engineering section staff. The staff examined the 
need for and the safety of the proposed overhead in A. 87-04-0:U)- and 
in this procaeding. The staff agrees with ~he l~ad ag~ncy's 
determinations regarding this project. Mitigation of avoidable 
impacts have been included in the project, and the benefits of the 
project outweigh the unavoidabla adverse effects. Staff recommends 
that the new overhead be approved. 

·The application was found to be in compliance under the 
Commission's filing requirements, including Rule 38 of Rules of 
Practice and procedure which relates to the construction of public 
highways across railroads. Drawings of the overhead are shown in 
the appendix. 

Findings of Fact 
1. Notice of the application was published in the 

Commission's Daily calendar on July 3, 1991. No protests have been 
received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
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2. City requests euthorityunder public utilities (PU) C6dEit· 
S5 1201-120S-to construct the Avenue -1.- Overhead grade separation .. . 

over the tracks of SPT'S Hain Line, in Lancaster, LOs Angeles 
county. 

3. The AVenue -I.-OVerhead grade separati6nwill improve 
tra·ffic circulation and reduce traffic impacts of inciebsed 
population in th~ Antelope Va~ley. 

4. Public convenience, necessity and safety require 
construction of the proposed grade separation. 

5. City is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as 
amended. 

6. The Commission is a responsib~e agericy for this project 
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's EIR and Statement 
of OVerriding Consideratioh. 

7. This project will have soine adverse effects on the: 
environment a~ it will allow irtcreased development and traffic, but 
mitigation measur'as wlllreduce the adverse impact. . 

S. A statement of Overriding considerations was adopted for 
the project. 

conclusion of Law 
The application should be granted as set forth in the 

following order. 

IT IS ORDERED THAT' 
1. city of Lancast~r (City), is authorized to construct the 

Avenue -L- Overhead at separated grades above Sierra Highway and 
the tracks of southern Pacific 'Transportation company's (SPT) Main 
Line in Lancaster, LOs Angeles county, at the location and 
substantially as shown by plans attached to the application arid 
Appendix A of this order', to be identified as crossing B-408.1-A. 
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2. clearances shall be in accordance with Gen~ial Order (GO) 
26-D; except that during the periOd of construction a clearance6f 
not less than ~1'6" abOVe top of rail shall be authorized and SFT 
shall be authorized to operate with such reduced overhead olearance 
provided that instructions are issued by the railrOad and filed 
with the CornmissiOIi's safety Divisionforbiddinqemployees to ride 
on tops of cars beneath the structure. 

3. city shall notify the COmmission's safety Division and SFT 
at least 15, but not more than 30, days in advance of the date ~hen 
the temporary impaired oVerhead olearance will be created~ 

4. Walkways shall conform t6 G6 118. walkways adjacent to 
any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintained free of 
obstructions and shall be promptly restored to their original 
condition in the event of damage during construction. 

5. construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties. A copy of the agreement, together w1 th plans approved by" 
SPT, shall be filed with the commission's safety Division staff 
prior to commencing construction. Should the parties fail to 
agree, the commission will apportion the cOsts Of construction arid 

maintenance by fUrther order. 
6. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 

order, city shall notify the commission/s safety Division staff in 
writing that the authorized wo~k has been completed. 
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'.-' ,C~ ., ~This~auth~rrLzAl:.i6ri shall\~'xpire if not exerc!s'ed within 
three years unless timels~)ttehded 'or if the above cond!.tiOnsare 
h6t 'co~plie4wtth. " Au~h6rizatiOn may be revoked or mOdified if 
public cOfivEmt~nce, net:,essity or safety'so require • 

. 8. The app'H.catiori' is granted as set forth abOve. 
This or~ei hecQmes effective 30 days frOm tOday. 
Dated 'APR 221992 at San Francisco, California. 

N 
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IWUEL MD. Fffi<iJER 
Presider.t 

.:x:Hl B. CIWUAN· 
PNIRICIA M. i'.o<:ERi* 
KRMAN D. 9ii.KtAY 

CCIIInissionets 

I CERTlFV THAT THIS DECISiON 
VIAS A?PROVED' BY pt~ ABOVE 

COMM'SS\ON~R! TooAY; 
........ . ." 
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Public Utilities Commission Sheet 

LOCATION MAP 
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CnY Of lANCAST£R 
AVENUE'l' OVERHEAD 

AT SPTCo. MP 8-408.1 
GENERAL PLAN &. ELEVA liON 
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