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Decision _---9-2-' _0_4_069 Aprii 22. 1992 
. . 

BEFORE THE 'PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNiA 

In the Hatter of the Application of 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION 

For ali order authorizing (1), the 
construction ot an additional track 
at grade across coldwater canyon 
Road, PUC number E-457.0; across 
Bellair~ Avenue, PlIC number E-
457.3; and across Vineland Avenue, 
PUC number E-459.6; and 
(2) construction of attn additional 
track at separa~ed qrade ac~oss and 
above Van Nuys BOUlevard, PUC 
number t-455.0-B; across and above. 
\4ooclrnan Avenue, PlIC number 
E-458.2-8; and across and aboVe 
Sherman WaYI PUC number E-458.3-8, 
all,in the city of LOs Angeles, 

I 
I 
J 
J ) Application 92-01-06~ 
) (Filed January 28, 1992) 
) 

.) 
) 
) 
) 

J 
) 
) Calilornia. 

--------------------~------------) 
o P IN I () N 

LOs Angeles County Transpor-tationcornmission (LACTe), a 
member agency of southern california Regional Rail,Authority 
(seRRA), requests authority to construct an additional track at 
grade"aoross three'streets and at separated grade over four streets 
in city of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County. 

LACTC has right-ot-way adjacent to right-ot-way owned and 
used by southern pacific Transportation company (SPT) at,the 
Coldwater canyon Road, Bellaire Avenu~, and Vineland Avenue qtAde 
crossings, and the Van Nuys Boul~vard, Woodman Avenue., Laurel 
canyonB6ulevard and sherman Way underpasses. The LACTC right-6f
way woul.d be the route of sCRRA's commuter rail service beb,,'een LOs 
Angeles and Moorpark (Ventura county). The SPT right-of-way !snoW 
used by its Coast nain line freight trains and two National 
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Railroad passenger corporation (Amtrak) intercontinental passen~er 

trains per day. 
LOcAtion and drawinq detail from "the application for each 

of these crossings and grade separations are shown in Appendi)t A., 
seRRA is the five-county joint powdrs authority created 

under publio utilities (PU) code S 1~0255. By 199) SCRRA commuter 
trains will operate trolll Union station in downtown LOs Angeles to 
MoorparK, santa Clarita (north LOs Angeles county), Orangel san 
Bernardino And Riverside counties. scRRA calls its commuter rail 
system "Metrolink.-. Metrolink will provide an alternative t.or 
motorists dependent upon Southern california's freeways. Improved 
hOllle-to-vork travel times, reduced traffio, and reduced automotive 
air pollution are expected benefits. Metrolink is the regional 
rail prOgram created in accordance with senate Bill 1402 Of 1990, 
PU code §§ 130450 - 130455. 

MetrOlink operating eqUipment will consist of 
microprocessor-controlled diesel locomotives and double-deck~d 
passenger cars designed for quiet, efficient and safe commuter rAil 
service. Train ~ovements will be governed by automatic block 
signal systens with centralized traffic control. 

seRRA is the lead agency for this project under the 
california Environmental QualIty Act of 1~70 (CEQA), as amended, 
public Resources CPR) Code S5 21000, et seq. seRRA filed a Notice 
of Exemption with the LOs Angeles county Clerk on september lS, 
1991. The Metrolink projects, which institute passenge~ services 
on rail rights-of-way already in use, are statutorilY e~empt from 
the reporting requirements of CEQA under PRcode S 21080(b){11). 
Alteration of existing grade separations is statutorily exelllpt from 
CEQA under PR Code S 21080.1), while alteration of e~isting 9rade 

crossings is categorically e~ernpt under Rule 17.1.h.1.A, 55 5, 6, 
and 7, of the Commission's Rules ot practice and procedure. 
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1ha ~ite~ Of the propos ad pr~1eots hav~ ba~n insp~ctad by 
the Commission's safety Division staff... Traffic Enginearing 
section. staff examined tha nead for and the safetY of the altered· 
crossings and grade ~eparati()ns, and recommends that the 
alterations be approVed. 

Tha application was found to be in compliance under the 
commission's filing requirements, including Rule 39 of Rulas Of 
practice and procedure, which relates to the alteration of public 
highways across railroads. A location map and details from the 
project plans are shown in Appendix A. 

FIndings of Fact 
1. Notice of the application was published in the 

commission's daily caiendar On February 6, 1992. No protests haVe 
b~en received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

2. LACTC, acting on behalf of seRRA, requests authorization 
under PU code §§ 1201-1205 to construct additional track at grade 
across three streets and at separated grade over four streets in 
city of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, as set forth in Appendix 

. 
3. LACTC is a member of scRRA and is representing the joint-

powers authority in this matter. 
4. SCRRA and LACTC have purchased right-of-way for use in·the 

Metrolink cornnuter service adjacent to right-ot-way owned and usad 
by SPT. 

5. construction of the additional track is an ~ssential 
elern~nt for the operation of commuter trains between LOs Angeles 
and Moorpark. 

6. public convenience and necessity require alteration of the 
crossing~ and qrade sepa~atibns as indicated on Appendix A attached 
to this order. 

- 3 -



"' 

• 
A.92-01-064 S/RRT/lo 

7. Publio safety requires that the altered grade orossings be 
protected with automatio flashing light signals with gates. 

8. SCRRA is the lead agency f6r this project under CEQA, as 

amended. 
9. The Commission has reviewed and conside~ed the lead 

agency's determination that the project is statutorily exempt from 
the environmental reporting requirements of CEQA. 

Conclusions of Law 
1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 

following order. 
2. The project is statutorily exempt from the enVironmental 

reporting requirements of CEQA. 

ORDER 

IT is ORDERED THAT: 
1. southern california Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA)I as 

requested by member agency Los Angeles County Transportation 
commission (LACTC), is authorized to construct an additional track 
at the Coldwater canyon Road, Bellaire AVenue and Vineland AVt!nUe 
grade crossings, and an additional track at separated grades over 
Van Nuys Boulevard, Woodman Avenue, Laurel Canyon Boulevard-and 
Sherman Way, in Los Angeles, LOs Angeles county, at the locations 
and substantially as shown by plans attached to the application and 

Appendix A of this order. 
2. The crossings and grade separations will retain their 

identification numbers, as shown in Appendix A. 
3. Clearances shall conform to General Order (GO) 26-0. 

Walkways shall conform to G6 118. 
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4. construction of the grade crossings shall be equal or 
superior to standard No. 8 of General Order (GO) 72-B. 

5. Maintenance of the crossings shall c6nfo~t6 GO 72-B. 
6. protection at the coldwater canyon Road, Bellaire AvenUe 

and Vineland Avenue grade crossings shall be automatic gate-type 
signals as shown in Appendi~ A. 

7. southern pacific Transportation company (SFT) will 
~aintain the automatic crossing protection on the approaches to 
the grade crossings. 

8. construction cost of the additional track, grade crossing 
alterations and grade separation structures shall be borne by 
!.Acrc. 

9. LACTC, city of Los Angeles and SPT will share maintenance 
costs of the crossin~s in accordance with GO 72-B. Maintenance 
costs for the automatic protection will be apportioned by agreement 
between LACTC, SPT and the city of Los Angeles. A copy 6f the 
signal maintenance agreement shall he filed with the safety 
Division staff. Should the parties fail to agree, the commission 
will apportion costs by further order, under PU Code § 1202.2. 

16. Maintenance cost tor the thr~e new grade separation 
structures at Peck Road, Garvey Avenue and Durfee Avenue will b~ 
shared by lACI'C and city olEl Monte in accordance with existing 

agreements. 
11. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 

order, seRRA shall notify the safety Division in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

12. This authorization shall expire if not exercis~d within 
three years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or rnodifIed if 
public convenience, necessity or safety so require. 
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13. Theapp~icati6n 1s granled as set forth abOve.' 
This orde.r,becomeseffeotive 36 days from tOday. 
Dated ' • rfP.?,g 1~~~ a"t. San Francisco, California. 

N 
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DANIEL Wn. ns9m 
" PLesident 

JCIfl B. CIWUAN 
PMRlCIA if. a.::.t<F.Rr 
~D.~ 

o::mnissiOners 
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M'l'UCM"l<J( 92-01-064; 9X1D1ERtf CN.J:PCAaA RH:XaW:. JU\.U.. .N7DU<tlY (SCRRA); RIQJfSr FCR M1JUW.'t 

'l.O CXltSDdX!t' H:Orn:aw:. "XRJ\CIt Nr "lJIK J:Ia:lOmC. EXISTD& Q'WE aclSSDCS: Nt) aw::£ ~C16 

PIX Ct'ac1e 
crossinq or Grade 
Separation Numbe2:' 
.aM StJ:eet Name City 

E - 455.0-8 los. 
van Nuys Angeles 
BoUlf!V'Cttd 

E - 456.o-B los. 
Woodman AV'Cl"IUe Angeles. 

E - 4S7.0 
Q)ldwater 
canyon Road 

E - 457.3 
Bellaire 
Avenue 

E - 458.2-8 
Laurel canyon 
Boulev.!lXd 

8 - 458.3-8 
Sherman Way 

B - 459 .. 6 
Vineland. 
1\ 'VC!rn).e 

I.os 
l\ng'eles 

I.os 
Angeles 

los. 
Angeles 

toG. 
Angeles ' 

toG. 
Angeles 

J\CttlSs/Ovcr 
~Metrolink 
ard SPr line 

Nwg; 

.across MettollnJt 
los. Arqeles -
Moorpark "West" 
line, and SPl" 
C'o.lst main 
line 

" 

" 

" 

" 

", 

" 

De:sc:ription of alteration; proposEd. an:l existi:rq 
~on (it cp:ade c:cssinq); p~ stxuctural 
changes Cit grade separation); ot.ht>r information 

IAC'l'C will oonstr:uc:t new- oonc:rete box beam'l:Iridge 
st:ructure- on ex:ist.in:.J a.butnults par.al.lel to- an:! 
north of ex:i.stinq SPl" bridge. 'Ibe new- st::ruc:b.D:e 
will carry a SP1' leacl track.. ':the ex:ist.in:.J SPr' 
south main track will be ~·as the 
~ main track.. van Nuys station is east of 
Van NUys' Boulevard unclerpass. 

IACIC will add· one ,new' track in enpty middle 
bay of bridge structure,. \oIhicn will be new'SPT 
main tr~ South SPl" main tr8Ck will l:Iecx:Ire 
~' main' track. 

IAC'l'C will lKSd one track; SPr will have CIne tredt; 
Crossin:J will. be· protecter1 be two- standard. No. ~ 
tlash.in;J light signals. with gates. 

IAC'l'C' will add. one track; SPT' will have- one 1%adc~ 
crossing will be protected be two ~ No. 9 
flashirq light signals with 9ates. 

IACIC will add one' track in enpt:y north bay of bridge 
structure, to, be ~ ~, main track. Exist.ln:J SPl' 
track to renain on south bay 

IAC'l'C will add one track in eq:Ity north. bay of brldcJe 
str:uc:t:ure, to be ~ ~ main t:rac:k. Exist.ln:J two
SP1' tracks 1» remain. 

IAC'l'C will lK'k1 one- track; SPr" wil.l. have' one txac:k; 
crossi.nq will be' ptotect.ecl be four'stan:\ard No. 9 
cantilevered flashirq. light siqnals. with, ~tes. 
Exist.ln:J·raised·1OOClians to- be widened at, a:oss1nq. 
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RAILROAD BRIDGE STRUCTURE AND 
ADDITIONAL TRACK AT VAN NUYS 

BOULEVARD UNDERPASS 
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CITY OF LOS ANG£l£S 

- 10 -



• • o 
oc 

SOUTHERN CALIfORNIA REGIONAL ITY 

WlllOAN ASSOCIATES 
00>C~ &.oC ,. ..... 005 

- 11 -

. -'- ~ . 

. - .". - - -

SjANOAAo ltCtHb f~ eRJ.Ot "CROSSNG PV 

H 

PLAN 
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AND INSTALLATION" OF ADDITIONAL TRACK 
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AT BELLAIRE AVENUE 
CPUC CROSSING NO. [--457.3 
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SOUTHERN CAUrORHIA REGIONAL RAil AUTHORITY 

WIUDAN ASSOCIATES 
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PLAN 

PR ED INSl' ALLATION OF TRACK 
r"-"'~--------,--------~ ON EXISTING RAILROAD BRIDGE STRUCTURE 

AT SHERMAN WAY UNDERPASS 

SOUTHERN CAUFORNlA flrGIONAl RAIL AUTHORITY 

CPUC CROSSING NO. £-458.3-8 
CITY OF lOS ANGELES 

WIUOAH AS~OCIATE$ 
(Jo~tS ... ,,, • ......ut 
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Page 9 of 

PLA~ EMENT 

----.---:=-:;O~pf\~ .. ADDITIOHAL TRACK R· NIA b[CIONAl RAil -AU-TH:-:-:OR=nY AND INSf ALLATIO~ ANO A VEN UE 6 
----:-:-:-: n AT VINE NO E-459. 

SOUTHtllfl epue eROSSINo~ ANGELES_ 
CITY OF L 
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