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Decisi6n _9_2_0_4_0_'_0 April 22, 1992 

BEFORE THE PUBpIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter Of the Application of 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANsp6RTATION 
COMMISSION 

FOr an order authorizing the 
construction of an additional 
track at grade across Clybourn 
Avenue, PUC number E-460.i, in 
the city of Los Angeles and in 

) 

J 

I 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) the city Of Burbank. 

------------------------) 
OPINION 

Application 92-01-054 
(Filed January il, 1992) 

Los Angeles county Transportation commission (LACTC), a· 
member agency of Southern California Regional Rail Authority 
(SeRRA), requests authority to add a track at an e~isting grade 
crossing of Clybourn AvenUe in the Cities of Los Angeles and 

Burbank, Los Angeles county. 
Clyb6urn Avenue crosses SCRRA and Southern Pacific 

Transportation COmpany's (SPT) coast JD.ain lIne adjacent rights-ot­
way at grade. The Burbank - Los Angeles city limit boundary passes 

through the crossing. 
The additiOnal track is for the seRRA Los Angeles -

Moorpark line. SCRRA is the five-county joint powers authority 
created under public Utilities (PU) Code S 130255. BY 199) seRRA 
commuter trains will operate from Union station in downtown Los 
Angeles to Moorpark (Ventura county), santa Clarita (north Los 
Angeles county), Orange, san Bernardino and Riverside counties. 
seRRA calls its commuter rail system -Metrolinkw• Met~oli~k will 
provide an alternative for motorists dependent upon southern 
California/s freeways. Improved home-to-work travel times, reduced 
traffic, and reduced automotive air pollution are expected 
benefits. Metrolink is the regional rail program created in 
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• accordance with senate Bill 1402 of 1990, PU code SS 130450 -
130455. 

.' 

Metr6link operating equipment ",iLl. consist of 
microprocessor-controlled diesel locomotives and double-decked 
passenger cars desi9ned for quiet, efficient and safe commuter rail 
service. Train movements will be governed by automatic block 
signal systems with centralized traffio c6ntrol. 

seRRA is the lead agency for this project Under the 
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Publio Resources (PR) Code §§ 21000, et seq. seRRA filed a Notice 
of EXemption with the LOs Angeles county clerk on September 18; 
1991. The Metrolink projects, which institute passenger services 
on rail rights-of-way already in use, are statutorily exempt from 
CEQA under PR code § 210S0(b) (11). Alteration Of existing grade 
orossings is oategorically e~empt under Rule 17.1.h.l.A, §§ 5,· " 

and 7, of the Commission's Rules of practice and procedure. 
~he site of the proposed project has been inspected by the 

Commission's safety Division staff ~ Traffic Engineering section. 
staff examined the need for and the safety of the altered grade 
orossing, and recommends that the alteration be approved. 

The application was found to'be in compliance under the 
commission's filing requirements, including Rule 39 of Rules ot 
practice and procedure which relates to the alteration of pUblic 
highways across railroads. A location map and details from the 
project plans are shown in Appendix A. 
Findings of Fact 

1. Notice of the application was published in the 
commission/s daily calendar on February 3, 1992. No protests have 
been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

2. LACTC requests that sCRRA be granted authority under PU 
Code §§ 1201-1205 to construct an additional track at grade and to 
perform other alterations as may be required, on the adjacent 
SCRRA-SPT rights-of-way at the Clybourn Avenue grade or6ssing in 
the cities of Burbank and Los Angeles, Los Angeles county. 
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3. LAcTC is a m~mber Of SeRRA and is representing the joint­
powers authority in this ~tter. 

4. constructional an additional track across clybOurn AVenUe 
is an essential element for the operation Of commuter trains 
between Los Angel~s and Moorpark. 

5. Public convenience and rtecesslty require alteration 6-{ the 
crossing as indicated 6n Appendl~ A attached t6;th!s order. 

6. public safety requires th~t protection at the crossings 
be automatic 9~te-typ~ sig~als tGeneral Order (GO) 75-C) as 
indicated on Appendix A. 

7. seRRA is the lead agency for this project under CEQA , as 
~rnended. 

8. The commission has reviewed and considered the lead 
agency's determination that the project is statutorily e~empt from 
the environmental reporting requirements of CEQA. 

Conclusions of Law 
1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 

foliowing order. 
2. The project is statutorily e~empt from-the environmental 

reporting requirements of CEQA. 

IT IS ORDERED THAT: 
1. southern california Regional Rail Authority (SeRRA), as 

requested by member agency Los Angeles county Transportation 
commission (LACTC), is authorized to add a track ahd impr6ve the 
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Clyb6urn Avenue grade crossing across Southern Pacifio 
Transportation companY's (SPT) coast .ain line And SCRRA's west 
line adjacent rights-ot-way, in the cities ot Burbank and LOS 
Angeles, Los Angeles county, at the location and substantially as 
shown by plans attached to the application and Appendix A of this 

order. 
2. The clybourn Avenue grade crossing will retain its 

identification number of E-460.2. 
3. construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior 

to standard NO. 8 of General Order (CO) 72-B. 
4. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-8. 
5. Clearances shall conform to GO 26-D. Walkways shall 

conform to GO 118. 
6. protection at the clybOurn Avenue crossing shall be tW6 

standard No.9 automatic gate-type signals (GO 75-C) , controlled by 
constant warning time train detection devices. 

7. SFT will maintain the automatic crossing protection on 

both approaches to the crossing. 
8. Construction cost of the additional track shall be borne 

by LACTC in accordance with an agree~ent with SPT. LACTc/_ci~y of 
Los Angeles, city of Burbank, and SFT will share maintenance costs 
of the crossing in accordance with GO 72-B. Maintenance costs for 
the automatic protection will be apportioned by agreement between 
LACTCi SFT, city of Los Angeles and the city of Burbank. Should 
the parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion costs by . 
fUrther order, under PU code § 1202.2. 

9. A copy of the signal maintenance agreement shall be filed 

with the safety Division staff. 
10. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 

order, SCRRA shall notify the safety Division in writing that the 

authorized work has been completed. 
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. lLThls auth~rlzatlon: shall eXpir~ it not exercised within 
t~o ·Year~\lnles~ tlmi! is e)(lended or If the above conditions are 
n6tcoJnPii~d ~i-th. Author:lzatiol'l may b~ reVoked or modIfied if 
pllbiicconVeJiience,n~cessity or safety so require. 

12. The appllcati6n is granted as set forth above. 
Thlsord~r~coJiles effective 30 days frOm today. 
Dated APR 22199~ at San Francisco, california. 

IWUEL Nn. resSu:R 
PresiOO'it· 

..-xEN B. CmNIAN 
PMRICIA.K. Fi:KERr 
~D~~ 

Omuissi6ners 

I CERnFY THAT THIS DECISION 
\VAS APPROVED BY THE ABOVS 

. COMMISSIONERS,T.qDAV. 

A~~ 
N .. 1 ~. L~~UI",O DitOCI~; 

f(!J .. ~~/.:' ;:. -,', . 
-') J/ .. ' \\", .. -

1/ I t 
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ADE EMENT 
~~--,---__ ----r------~ AND INSTALLATIO-H OF ADDitiONAL TRACK 

AT CL YBOURN AVENUE 
CPUC CROSSING 'NO. E-460.2 

'SOUTHERN CAurORNIA REGIONAL RAIL AUTHORITY 

WlllOAH A$$OCIATES 
~~~..wos 
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