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32·04 072 April 22. 1992 
Decision _____ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Hatter bf the Application of 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION 

For an order authorizing the 
construction of an additional 
track at grade across Temple 
AVenue, PUC number 8-497.1, in the 
city of Industry, LOs Angeles 
county. 
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OPINION 

Application 91-11~O~8 
(Filed NoVember 23, 1991, 
Amended February 7, 1992) 

Los Angeles County Transportation commission (LACTC), a 
member agency Of southern california Regional Rail Authority 
(SeRRA), requests authority to add a tracK at the existing grade 
crossing of Temple AvenUe in the city of Industry, Los Angeles 
county. 

Temple AVenUe crosses SCRRA and southern pacific 
Transportation company's (SFT) Yuma main line adjacent rights-ot­
way at grade. The additional track for the SCRRA Los Angeles - San 
Bernardino line would enter the adjacent rights-6f-way in El.Monte 
from ~he southwest, parallel the SPT line for 2.7 miles, then turn 
to the northeast in the Bassett district of City of Industry. 
Temple AVenue is 2/10ths mile east of the east abutment of the san 
Gabriel Flyover, a proposed seRRA-SPT railroad-railroad grade 
separation. 

SCRRA is the five-county joint powers authority created 
under public utilities (PU) Code S ll0~55. By 199) SCRRA commuter 
trains will operate from Union station in downtown Los Angeles to 
Moorpark (Ventura county), santa Clarita (north Los Angeles 
County), Orange, San Bernardino and Riverside counties. seRRA 
calls its commuter rail system ~Hetrolinkh. Metrolink will provide 
an alternative for ~otorists dependent upon southern Calilornla's 
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• freeways. Improved home-to-work travel times, reduced 
reduced automotive air pollution are expected benefits. 
is the regional rail program created in accordance with 
1402 of 1990, PU Code §§ 130450 - 130455. 

traffic, and 
Hett'olink 

senate Bill 

Mett'olink operating equipment will consist of 
microprocessor-controlled diesel locomotives and double-decked 
passenger cars designed for quiet, efficient and safe commuter rail 
service. Train movements will be gOVerned by automatic block 
signal systems with centralized traffic control. 

SCRRA is the lead agency for this project under the 
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources (PR) Code §§ 21000, et seq. SCRRA filed a Notice 
of Exemption with the Los Angeles County Clerk on september 18, 
1991. The Metrolink projects, which institute passenger serVices 
on rail rights-of-way already in use, are statutorily exempt from 
CEQA under PR Code § 21080(b) (11). Alteration of existing grade 
crossings is categoricallY exempt under Rule 11.1.h.l.A, S§ 5i 6, 
and 7, of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

The site of the proposed project h~s been inspected by the 
Commission's Safety Division staff - Traffic Engineering section. 
Staff examined the heed for and the safety of the altered grade 
crossing, and recommends that the alteration be approved. 

The application was found to he in compliance under the 
Commission's filing requirements, including Rule 39 of Rules of 
Practice and procedure Which relates to the alteration of pUblic· 
highways across railroads. A location map and details from the 
project plans are shown in Appendix A. 

An amendment filed February 7, 1992, corrected language 
regarding SPT and SeRRA maintenance responsibilities for track, 
crossing surfaces, and protective devices at the crossing. 
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Findings" of Fact 
1. Notice of the application was 'published in the 

Commission's daily calendar on December 12, 1991. Noticeot th~ 
amendment was published in the calendar February 19, 1992. No 
protests have bee)l received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

2. LACTC requests that SCRRA be granted authority under' 
PU Code S§ 1201-1205 to construct an additional track at qrAde and 
to perform other alterations as may be required, on the adjacent 
SeRRA-SPT rights-of-way at the Te~ple Avenue grade crossing in the 
City of Industry, Los Angeles County. 

3. LActc is a member of seRRA and is representing the jOint­
powers authority in this matter. 

4. construction of an additional track across Temple AVenue 
is an essential element for the operation of commuter trains 
betWeen Los Angeles and san Bernardino. 

5. Public convenience"and necessity require alt~ratior'l of the 
crossing as indicated on Appendix A attached to this order. 

6. Public safety requires that protection at the crossings 
be automatic gate-type signals (General Order (GO) 75-C) as 
indicated on Appendix A. 

7. seRRA is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as 
amended. 

8. The commission has reviewed and considered the lead 
agency's determination that the project is statutorily exempt from 
the environmental reporting requirements of CEQA. 

Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

2. The project is statutorily exempt from the envlronroental 
reporting requirements of CEQA. 
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IT IS ORDERED THAT: 
1. southern california Re:gional Rail Authority (SeRRA), as 

requested by membe:r agency LOs Angeles county Transportation 
commission (LACTC), is authorized to add a track and im~r6ve the 
Temple Avenue grade crossing acrosS southern Paoific Transportation 
Company's (SPT) Yuma main line and seRRA's East line adjace~t 
rights-of-way, in city of Industry, LOs Ailgeles County, at th~ 
location and substantially as shown by plans attached to the 
application and Appendi~ A of this orde:r. 

2. The Temple Avenue grade crossing will retain its 
identification number of 8-491.1. 

3. construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior 
to standard No. S of General Order (GO) 72-B. 

4. Maintenance of the crossing shail conform to GO 72-8. 
5. Clearances shall conform toGO ~6-D. walkways shall 

conform to GO 118. 
6. protection at the Temple Avenue crossing shall be t~o 

standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals supplemented with two 
standard N6. 8 automatic flAshing ligh~ signals (GO 7S-C) tnount~d 
on raised medians, controlled by constant warning time train 
detection devices. 

7. SPT and LACTC will each naintain the automatic crossing 
protection on the approaches to their respective tracks at the 
crossing. 

S. construction cost of the additional track shall be b6rne 
by LACTC in accordance with an agree:ment with SPT. LACTC, City of 
Industry, and SPT will share naintenance costs of the crossiog in 
accordance with GO 7~-B. Mainte:nance costs for the automatio 
protection will be apportioned by agreement between LACTC, SPT and 
the city of Industry. Should the parties fail to agree, the 
commission will apportion costs by further order, pursuant to PU 
Code § 1202.2. 

- 4 -



'-

• : -: - ~~. '_~copy 6f the- si<Jnal maintenance agreement shall be filed 
-~iih thesafet9 ~{Ylsi~~ st~fl. 

lO._within-30days after completion of the work under this 
- 6~derj seRRA shall n()tifyth~ safety Dfvls10n in writing that the 
authorized -work has beet. completed. 

- ,1L This authorization shall expil'e it not exeroised within 
two years unless time is e~tended or if the abOVe conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization ItItly be reVoked or modified it 
public convenience/necessityo~ 'safety so require. 

12~ The application is 9ranted as set forth aboVe. 
This or1ffrR ~ifmt effective 30 days from tOday. 
Dated . - at sa11 Francisco, california. 
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DANIEL MD •. FfS<trm 
Presi~t 

j(JJN B. dWlIAN 
PAmIC1A H. J:n<ERr 
KHiAND. ~. 

CaImiSsionexs 

I CERTIFV THAl nus _D~r'SIO~ I 

WAS APPROVED BY THE ABOVi 1<_. 
COMM1SSiONERS T~DAV .! 
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SOUTHERN CAUrO.RNIA REGIONAL RAil AUTHORITY PROPOSED GRADE CROSSING IMPROVEMENT 
J....IHtHL-----,------r::=;---------j AND INSTALLATION OF' ADDITIONAL TRACK 

WlllOAN ASSOCIATES AT TfMPl£ AVf.. CPOCCROSSING NO: 8-497.1 
L-_~_'-·_V'O_~_--':.::=.::..:.:..It.fWyt::.=.:.::;.·:.::::toot. ___ 1 CITY Of INDUSTRY.lOS ANG[l[S· COUNTY 
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