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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Mattér of the Application of
LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION

For an order authorizing (1) the
construction of an additional track
at gradé across Tylér Avenue, PUC
number B-494.8} aAcross Cypress

Avénué, PUC numbér B-495.0; across
Application 9%2- 01 048
)
;
)
)

(Filed January 22, 1992,
Amended February 10, 1$92)

Ramona Boulévard, PUC number B-495.1;
and across Cogswell Road, PUC number
B-496.0 and (2) the construction of
an additional track at separated
gradé across and abové Peck Road,
PUC numbér B-495.3-B; across and abOVé
Garvey Avenue, PUC number B-496.2-B}
and across and above Durfeé Aveénue -
B-496.4-B all in the city of El Monte,
~and across and above Rio Hondo bike
path, PUC Rumber B-496.73-BD in the
city of Industry.

OPINION

_ Los Angéles County Transportation commission (LACTC), a
‘member ageéncy of Southérn California Regional Rail Authority =
(SCRRA), requests authority to construct additional track at grade
across four streéts and at separated grade over thrée streets in
¢ity of El Monte, Los Angeles County. LACTc also requests -
authority to construct an additional track at separated gradé over
a bike path in city of Industry, Los Angelés county, _
By amendment filed February 10, 1992, LACTC correctéd its
application to show that two tracks, rathér than one, WOuldrbey
added to the Tyler Avenué crossing. Otherwisé, one track will be
added at the Cypress Avenue, Ramona Boulevard and Cogsweéll Road
grade crossings and the Peck Road, Garvey Avenue, Durfeé Avenue and

Rio Hondo bikeépath grade separations.
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The amendment also corrected languagé regarding SPT, SCRRA
and local agency maintenance reésponsibilities for track, crossing
surfaces, and protective dévices at the crossing.

Location and drawing detail from the application for each
of thése crossings and grade separations are shown in Appeéndix ﬁ.

SCRRA is the five-county joint powers authority creatéd
under Public Utilities (PU) Code § 130255. By 1993 SCRRA commuteér
trains will operate from Union Station in downtown Los Angelés to
Moorpark (Ventura County), Santa Clarita (north Los Angeles
County), Orange, San Bernardino and Riverside countieés. SCRRA
calls its commuter rail system *Metrolink~”. Metrolink will provide
an alternative for motorists dependent 'upon Southérn Californiabs

Improved home-to-work travel times, reduced traffic, and

freeways.
Metrolink

reduced automotive air pollution are expected benefits.
is the regional rail progran created in accordanceé with senate Bill
1402 of 1990, PU Code §§ 130450 - 130455, .-
Metrolink operating équipment will consist of
microprocessor-controlled diesel locomotives and doublé-~decked -
passenger cars designed for quiet, efficient and safe commuter rail
sérvice. Train movements will be governed by automatic block
signal systems with centralized traffic control. _
LACTC has right-of-way adjacent to right-of-way ownéd and
used by Southern Pacific Transportation Company (SPT) at the éight
locations.
SCRRA is the lead agency for this project under the
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Publ{ic Resources (PR) Code §§ 21000, et ség. SCRRA filed a Noticé
of Exemption with the Los Angeles County Clerk on Séptémbér 18,
1991. The Metrolink projects, which institute passenger services
on rail rights-of-way alréady in use, are ‘'statutorily exempt from
the reporting requirements of CEQA under PR Code § 21080(b)(11)
Alteration of existing grade separations is statutorily exenpt fron
CEQA under PR Code § 21080.13, while alteration of existing grade
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crossings is categorically éxempt under Rulé 17.1.h.1.A, $§ 5, 6,
and 7, o6f the commission’s Rules of Practice and Proceduré. :

The sites of the proposed projects have been inspécted by
the commission’s Safety Division staff - Traffic Engineering
Section., Staff examined thé need for and the safety of the altered
crossings and grade separations, and recommends that the
alterations be approved.

The application was found to be in compliance undeér the
commission’s filing requireménts, including Rule 39 of Rulés of
Practice and Procedure which relates to the alteration of public
highways across railroads. A location map and details from theé
project plans are shown in Appendix A.

Findings of Fact

1. Notice of the application was publishéd in the
conmnission’s daily caléndar on January 30, 1992. Notice of the
améndment was published in the calendar February 25, 1992. ' No
protests have been received. A public hearing is not necessary.

2, LACTC requests that SCRRA be granted authority under PU
Code §§ 1201-1205 to construct additional track at grade across
four streets and at separated grade over three streets in city of
El Monte, and at separated grade over a bike path in city of
Industry, in Los Angeles County, as set forth in Appendix A

3. LACTC is a member of SCRRA and is representing the ]oint-
powers authority in this natter.

4. SCRRA and LACTC have purchased right-of-way for use in the
Metrolink commuter service adjacent to right-of-way owned and used’
by SPT. '

5. construction of the addftional tracks are essential
elements for the operation of commuter trains between Los Angeles

and San Bernardino.
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»

6. Public convenience and necessity regquire alteratIOn of the‘
crossings and gradé separations as indicated on Appendix A attached

to this order.
7. Public safeéty requires that the altered grade crossings be

protected with automatic flashing light signals with gates.
' 8. SCRRA is the lead agency for this project undér CEQA, as
amended. ) '

9. The Cormission has reviewed and considered the léad
agency’s determination that the project is statutorily exempt from
the environmental reporting réquirements of CEQA. :

QOnclusions of law
The appllcat1on should be granted as set forth in the

followlng order,
2. The project is statutorily exempt from the environmental

reporting réquirements of CEQA.

: ORDER

IT IS ORDERED THAT: _ '
1. Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA), as
"requestéd by member agéncy Los Angéles County Transportation
commission (LACTC), is authorized to construct two additional
tracks at the Tyler Avenue gradé crossing, and oné additional track
at the Cypress Avenue, Ramona Boulévard and COgswell Road grade
crossings, and one additional track at separated grades oveér Peck
Road, Garvey Avenue, Durfee Avenué¢ and the Rio Hondo bikepath, in
El Monte and Industry, Los Angelés COunty, at thé locations and
substantially as shown by plans attached to thé application and
Appendix A of this order.

2. The crossings and grade separations will retain their
identification nunbers, as shown in Appendix A. -

3. Clearancés shall conform to General Order (GO) 26~D.

Walkways shall conform to GO 118.
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, 4. Construction of the grade crossings shall be equal or
superior to Standard No. 8 of General Order (GO} 72-B.
5. " Mainténance of the crossings shall conform to GO 72-B.
6. Protéction at the Tyler Avenue, Cypréss Avenue, Ramona
Boulevard and Cogswell Road gradeé crossings shall bée automatic
gate-type signals as shown in Appéndix A. ‘
7. Southern Pacific Transportation Company (SPT) and LACTC
will each maintain the automatic crossing protection on the
approaches to their respective’tracks at theé grade crossings.
8. Construction cost of the additional track, grade crossing
alterations and grade separation structures shall be borne by
LACTC. Maintenance cost of the grade geparation structure over the
'Rio Hondo bikepath shall be borne by LACTC.
9. LACTC, City of El Monte and SPT will share maintenancé
costs of thé crossings in accordance with GO 72-B. Maintenance
costs for the automatic protection will be apportioned by agréémént
between LACTC, SPT and the city of El Monte. A copy of the signal
najinténance agreement shall be filed with the safety bivision
staff. Should the parties fail to agreé, the Commission will
apportion costs by further order, pursuant to PU Code § 1202.2, -
10. Maintenance cost for the three new grade separation
structures at Peck Road, Garvey Avenue and Durfee Avenue will be
sharéd by LACTC and City of E1l Monte in accordance with an
agreement to be entered into between the parties. A copy of the
agreement shall be filed with Safety pivision staff. Should the
parties fail to agrée, the Commission will apportion the costs of
maintenance by further order. . ’
11, Within 30 days after completion of the work under this
ordér, SCRRA shall notify the Safety bivision in writing that the
authorized work has been completed.
_ 12, This authorization shall expire if not exercised within

three years unless time is extendeéd or if the above conditions are
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if
public convénience, necessity or safety so require.
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. _ 13. ‘I'he applicatibn is granted as set forth above.
| This order becomes effective 30 days from today.

Dated QER 22 1992  at san Francisceo, california.

| CERTIFY THAY THIS DECISION
V/AS APPROVED BY THE ABOVE
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APPLICNIION 92-01~048; SOUTHERN CALTFORNIA REGIONAL. RAXL ADTHORITY (SCRRA) ; REQUEST FOR ADIECORITY
TO CONSTROCT ADOTYIIONAL TRACK AT THE FOLLOWING. EXISTING- CRADE CROSSTNGS AND GRADE SEPARKIIONS.

POC Grade AcToss/Over
Crossing or Grade SCRRA. Metrolink D&aipta.on of alteration; proposed and existing .
Separation Numberx and SPT line ptvtect:.on (J.tgradecmssn.ng).pmpcsed
-and_Street Name __ City oS 2 : ex

2 L2 o

B - 494.8 i LACIC will add two tr:acksr SPT will have two txacks;

Tyler Averne Crossing will be protected by two Standard No. 9-A
cantilevered flashing light signals with gates, and
two Standard No. 8 flashing light signals mounted
at the northeast and southwest quadrants; raised
median islands will be provided.

ar/Ld/S 8¥0-T0-T6°V.

IACTC will add one track; SPT will have one track;
Crossing will be protected by two Standard No. 9
flashing light signals with cates.

TIACTC will add one track; SPT will have one track;
Crossing will be protected be two Standard No 9=A
cantilevered: flashing light signals with gates;
raised median islands will be provided.
B - 495.3-B LACIC will construct new steel girder concrete deck
Peck Road bridge over Peck Road south of and parallel to SPT
bridge. IACIC will construct one track.
B ~ 496.0 IACTC will add one txack; SPT will have one track;
Cogswell Road Crossing will be protected by two Standard No. 9
: flashing light signals with gates; raised median
islands will be provided.
B = 496.2 IACTC will construct new steel girder kridge ovex
‘Gaxvey Averne Gaxvey Avenue south of and parallel to SPT bridge.
IACTC will construct one txack. , '
B ~ 496.4-B ' mmmmmmbﬂ@e
Durfee Averue IACI‘C will oonstruct one track.
B = 496.73-ED Unde:s San Gabriel Flyover (see A.91-11-025).
Rio Hondo ‘
bikepath

» f.o zfaﬁéa-
9‘7?3}?9?44‘!.-.*
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