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·S/AAT/IO· 

. .. 
D~oisi6n --------'-

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES· COHMIS·SI6N OF THE5TATE OF· CALIFORNIA 
• 

In th~ Hatt'r Of the ApplIcation of 

LOS ANGELES COUliTY TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION 

FQr an order authorizing (1) the 
construction of an additional track 
at grade across Tyler Avenue ,PUC ) 
number B~494.81 acros~ Cypress ) 
Avenue, PUC number B-495.0; across I 
RamOna Boulevard, PUC number B-495.1; 
and across Coqswell Road, PUC number 
B-496.0 and (2) the construction of 
an add!ti(:mal track at separated .) 
grade across and above Peck Road, ) 
PUC number B-495.3-B; across and above ) 
Garvey Avenue, PUC number B-496.2-8; ) 
and across andahove Durfee AVenue ) 
B-496.4-:-B all in the city of £1 Monte, ) 
and across and above Rio Hondo bike ) 
p~thi PUC ~umber B-496.73-BD in the ) 
city 6tlndustry. ) 
--------------------------------~) 

OPINION 

. ApplicAtl~n 92-61-648 
(FiledJanua~y 22~ 1~92,. 
Amended February 10, 199~) 

LOs Angeles county Transportation commission (LACTC), a 
member agency of Southern calitornia Regional Rail Authority 
(SCRAA), requests authority to construot additional track at grade 
across four streets and at separated qrade6ver three streets in 
city of El Monte, LOs Angeles County, LAcTC also requests 
authority to construct an additional track at separated grade over 
a bike path in City of Industry, Los Angeles County, 

By amendment filed February 10, 1992, LACTC correoted its 
application to show that two tracks, rather than one, would be _ 
added to the Tyler Avenue crossing. 6therwise, one track will be 
added at the Cypress AVenue, Ramona BouleVard and cogswell Road 
grade crossings and the peck Road, Garvey Avenue, Durfee Avenue and 
Rio Hondobikepath grade separations. 
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The amendment also corrected language rega~dlng ~PTI SCRRA 
• and local agency maintenance responsJbilities for track, crossing 

surfaces, and protective devices at the crossing. 
LOcatiOn and drawing detail trom the application for each 

of these crossings and grade separations are shown in Appendi~ A. 
SCRRA is the five-county joint powers authority created 

under Public utilities (PU) code S 130255. By 1993 SCRRA commuter 
trains will operate from union station in downtown Los Angeles'to 
Moorpark (Ventura County), santa ciarita (north Los Angeles 
County), Orange, san Bernardino and Riverside counties. SCRRA 
calls its commuter rail system -Metrolink-. Hetrolink will provide 
an alternative for motorists dependent·upon southern california's 
freeways, Improved home-to-work travel times, reduced traffic, and 
reduced automotive air pollution are expected benefits. Metroilnk 
is the regional rail program created in accordance with senate Bfll 
1402 of 1990,' PU code §§ 136450 - 130455 • 

Metrolink operating equipment will consist of 
mioroprocessor-controlled diesel locomotives and double-d.ecked '., 
passenger cars designed for quiet, efficient and sate commuter rail 
service. Train moVe~ents will b~ governed by automatio block 
signal syst~ms with centralized traffic contrOl. 

LACTC has right-ot-way adjacent to right-of-way owned and 
used by South~rn Pacific Transportation Company (SPT) at the eiqht 
locations. 

seRRA is the lead agency for this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act 6f 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
publio Resources CPR) code SS 21000, et seq. seRRA filed a Notice 
ot Exemption with the Los Angeles county Clerk on September 18, 
1991. The Metrolink projects, which institute passenger services 
on rail rights-of-way already in use, are 'statutorily exempt from 
the reporting requirements of CEQA under PR Code S 210SQ(b) (11). 
Alteration of existing grade separations is statutorily exempt trOD 
CEQA under PR Code § 21680.13, while alteration of existing grade 
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crossings is categorically exempt under Rule i7.1.h.l.A, SS 5, 6; 
and 7, of the Commission's Rules of practice and Procedure. 

~he sites of the proposed projects haVe been inspected hy 
the Commission's safety Division staff - Traftic Engineering 
sebtion. staff examined the need for and the safety of the alter~d 
crossings and grade separations, and recommends that the 
alterations be approVed. 

The application was found to be in compliance under the 
Commission's filing requirements, including Rule 39 of Rules of 
practice and Procedure which relates to the alteration Of pubiic 
highways across railroads. A location map and details from the 
project plans are shown in Appendix A. 

FindiDgs of Fact 
1. Notice of the application was published in the 

commission's daily calendar on January 30, 1992. Notice of the 
amendment was published in the calendar February 25, 1992. 'No 
protests have been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

2. LACTC requests that seRRA be granted authority under pO 
code §§ 1201-1205 to construct additional track at grade across 
four streets and at separated grade over three streets in city of 
El Monte, and at separated grade over a bike path in city of 
Industry, In Los Angeles county, as set forth in Appendix A. 

3. LACTC is a ~ember of SCRRA and is representing the joint
powers authority in this matter. 

4. sCRRA and LACTC have purchased right-of-way for use in the 
Metrolink commuter service adjacent to right-of-way owned and used 
by SPT. 

5. construction of the additional tracks are essential 
elements for the operation Of cOmmuter trains between Los Angeles 
and san Bernardino . 
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6. Public convenience and necessity require alteration of the 
crossings and grade separations as indicated on Appendi~ A attached 
to this order. 

7. Public safety requires that the altered grade crossings be 
protected with automaticflashinq light. signals with gates, 

8. SCRRA is the le~d agency for this project under CEQA, as 
amended. 

9. The Commission has reviewed and considered the 1ead 
agency's determination that the project is statutoriiy exempt from 
the environmental reporting requirements of CEQA. 

cOhclusions of Law 

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 
10110\oling order. 

i. The project is statutorily e~empt from the environm~ntal 
reporting requirements of CEQA. 

ORDER 
IT IS ORDERED THAT! . 
1. southern California Regional Rail Authority (SeRRA), as 

requested by member agency Los Angeles county Transportation 
commission (LACTC), is authorized to construct two add"iti6nal 
tracks at the Tyler Avenue grade crossing, and one additional track 
at the cypress Avenue, Ramona Boulevard and Cogswell Road grade 
crossings, and one additional ~rack at separated qrades ov~r'peck 
Road, Garvey Avenue, Durfee Avenue and the Rio Hondo bikepath,in 
El Monte and Industry, Los Angeles County, at the locations. and 
substantially as shown by plans attached to the application and 
Appendix A of this order. 

2. The crossings and grade separations will retain their 
identification numbers, as shown in Appendi~ A. 

3. Clearances shall conform to General Order (GO) 26-0. 
Walkways shall conform to GO 118. 
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•• construction of the grade crossings shall be equal or 
superior to standard No. 8 of General Order (GOl 72-8. 

5. . Maintenance of the crossings shall conf6rmto GO 72-8. 
6. Protection at the Tyler Avenue, Cypress Avenue, Ramona 

BoUlevard ~nd cogswell Road grade crossings shall be automatic 
gate-type signals as shown in Appendi~ A. 

7. southern Pacific Transportation Company (SPT) and LACTC 
will each maintain the automatic crossing protection on the 
approaches to their respective tracks at the grade orossings6 

s. construction cost of the additional track, grade crossing 
alterations and grade separation structures shall be borne by 
LACTC. Maintenance cost of the grade teparation structure over the 
Rio Hondo bikepath shall be borne by LACTC. 

9. LACTC, city of El Monte and SPT will share maintenance 
costs of th~ ctossings in accordance vith GO 72-8. Maintenance 
costs for the automatic protection will be apportioned by agreem~nt 
between LACTC, SPT and the city of El Monte. A copy of the signal 
maintenance agreement shall be filed with the safety Division 
staff. should the parties fail to agree, the commission will 
apportion costs by further order, pursuant to PU Code § 1202.2. 

10. Maintenance cOst for the three new grade separation 
structures at Peck Road, Garvey Avenue and Durfee Avenue will be 
shared by LACTC and city of El Monte in accordance with an 
agreement to he entered into between the parties. A copy of the 
agreement shall he filed with safety Division staff. Should the 
parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs .of· 
maintenance by further order. 

11. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, SCRRA shall notify the safety Division in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

12. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
three years unless time is extended Or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
public convenience, necessity or safety so require • 
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- il, Th~appH.cation is granted as set forth above. 
-This orderb~comes effeotive 30 days from today, 

o'ated AP'R 221992 at san Francisco, california. 
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Piesldeiit 

JCHN B. ClwuAN 
PIdlUCIA H. fO<:t.Rr 
~D. SHlMiAY 

Qmni ssioners 
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Appendix A 
Page 1 of 10 

CROSSING NAME CROSSING NO. 
TYLER AVE. B-494.8 
CrPRESS AVE. B-49S.0 
RAMONA BLVD. B-49S.1 
PEC~ RD. UNDERPASS 8-49S.3-B 
COOSWELL RD. 8-496.0 
GARVEY AVE. UNDERPASS B-'96.2-B 
DURFEE AVE. UNDERPASS B-496.4-B 
RIO HONDO BIKE PATH UNDERPASS B-496.13-8D 



• • Al'PLI0trIaf 92-<»1-<M8; SJl7DJIRf ~ RR:D:'IW:. PAlL- M'DUW.Y (sa..); RiQJl'S1' felt XJl1i:IU.ft 
'It) <::O$l'iI)O' ~ 'DWX 1tJ: 'mE J.UUJNllCEXr.Sr'ltC-QV\D& <XIISS'Dt::S HI)' QW)g ~ 

8 - 494.8 
Tyler Avenue 

City 

El. Monte 

B - 49S.0 El Monte 
Cypress Aveme 

'8 - 49S.1 El. Monte 
Ramona Blvd. 

B - 495.3-8 El Monte 
Peck Road 

B - 496.0 ~ll Poad El. Monte 

B - 496.2 
~ AVf!!l'Ale 

B - 496.4-B 
~ee A'YeI"ale 

B - 496 .. 73-00 
Rio HQnc!lo. 
bikepath 

El Monte 

El Monte 

I:rdUstXy 

J\c:rOss/ov& 
SCRAA Metrolink 
and SPr line 

NaJ!§ 

ac:ross Met:r:olink 
tos AngeJ,es -
san~ 
"EaSt" line, anc1 
SPr Yuma main 
line 

,.. 

,.. 

" 

" 

" 

ft· 
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IAcre will add b.'O track$i SPI' will have two t:raeks; 
Ctossirq· will be p.r:oteeted by 1:'wo stan:1ard No. 9-A 
c:antilevert!d flashirq light signals with gates, ;m.1. 
two St.anc1Md No.. 8 fl.ashincJ liCJht signals mounted 
at the northeast anc1 southwest quadrants; raised 
median islands will be provided .. 

IA~ will ~ one tracJt: SPr will have one track; 
Ct'OSsirw; will be p.r:oteeted by two- stm:1ard No .. 9 
fl.ashincJ· li<Jht si9MJ,s with qates • 

• IA~ will .add (1M- 'b:ad<:: SPr" will haw-. cne track: 
Crossirq . will be pr:otect:ed be two- stan&Q:d. 1b 9-A 
cmrt;ilevered' ~·light si9MJ.s with qates; 
raised· median· islands will be provided .. 

. 
!Acre will calSb:uct new steel CJ1rder ccnc::rete deck 
bridge over PeCk Road south of anc:I. parallel to· SPr 
mdge.. 'IAcrc will construct one· trade;. 

!Acre will add one· track; SPr' will haw one trade: 
Crossinq will be p.r:oteeted. l:rf two- stan:1al:d No. 9 
~ light si9MJ,s with.~tes; ruseci median 
isJNds will be provided. 

~ will CXIIISb:UC:t new' steel qi%del: brlclge f:NI!Ir 
QJrvey" Avenue south. of md ~el to SPr bridl;Je. 
!Acre will construct one t:ra~ 

"!N:I:C will CXIIISb:uc::t new' OOIaete ~ tridge. 
IAcrcw:LU oorsb:uc::t one track. . 

~/SanC3krriel Flyover (see A.91-U-025) .. 
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SOUTHERN CAUrORNIA REGIONAL RAil AUTHORITY PROPOSED GRADE CROSSING IMPROVEMENT 
~~------..=--------I AND INSTALLATION OF ADDITJOHAL TRACK 

WlllOAN ASSOCIATES 
~AIoO-'I.AIo'OS 

- ~ -

AT TYLER AVE. 
CPUC CROSSING NO. B~494.8 

CITY OF EL MONTE 
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PROPOSED GRADE CROSSING IMPROVEMENT 
AND INSTALLATION OF ADDITIONAL TRACK 

AT CYPRESS AVE. 
CPUC CROSSING NO. 8-495.0 

CJTY OF EL MONTE 
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~Appertd!x'A , 
page soot 10 

PROPOSED GRADfe INO IMPROVEMENT 
~!!!!.-____ ----r--.-----I AND INSTALLATION Of ADDITIONAL TRACK 

AT RAMONA BLVD. 

SOUTHERN CAurORHlA REGIONAL RAil AUTHORITY 

CPUCCROSSING NO. 8- 495.1 
CITY OF EL MONTE 0 

Wll.lDAN ASSOCIATES 
()oO>(W ~ ~tS 
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ROPOSED GRADE SEPARATION, 
FOR COMMUTER RAIL TRACK 

AT PECK ROAD _ 
CPUC CROSSING N'O. -8-495.3-

CITY Of El MONTE 
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Appendl)(A 
Page 7 of 10 

o· 

PROPOSED GRADE CROSSING IMPROVEMENT 
J--&1llruL-------r==--------I AND INST ALLA liON OF ADDITIONAL TRACK 

AT COGSWELL ROAD 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL RAIL AUTHORITY 

CPUC CROSSING NO. 8-496.0 
WWAN ASSOCIATES 

00«01$ W I\..IHOS 

CITY OF EL MONTE 
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SOUTHERN CALIfORNIA REGIONAL (WL AUTHORIf( PROPOSED GRADE SEPARATION 
FOR COMMUTER RAIL-TRACK 

AT GARVEY AVE.- UNDERPASS 
CPUC CROSSING NO. 8-496.2-8 

WlUOJ.:H ASSOCIATES 
00C><'.tt$ »<J IUlch£tS 

L-..~ __ --.J~~~=---__ -I CITY OF EL MONTE 
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SOUTH£RN CAUrORNfA REGIONAL RAil 

PIlR NO. S 

ITY PROPOSED GRADE SEPARATION 
FOR COMMUTER RAltTRACK 

AT DURFEE AVENUE 
~------I.:~:.=..=~:..-----t CPUC CROSSING NO. 8-496.4-8 

CITY OF El MONTE 
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---- RIO HONDO BIKE PATH • 

CPUC CROSSING NO. :8-496.73-80 
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RIO HONDO BIKE pATH -
MIN. VERT. ClEARANCE 22'-0' 
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SAN GABRIEL RIV~R FLYOVER 

INSTALLATION OF NAL RACK 
RIO HONDO BIKE PATH . . . 

CP.UC CROSSING NO. 8-496.73-BO 
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