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Decision 92 04 076 April 22. 1992 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matterbfthe Application ) 
of the city of Santa Paula to ) 
alter a railroad crossing ) 
across the tracks of the ) 
S6ut~ern pacific Transportation ) 
company in the city of santa paula, ) 
county of Ventura ) 
------------------~------------) 

Q£.!H'!QH 
As part of the project to construct a 150-unit senior 

apartment project, the city of santa paula (city), requests. 
authority to convert the existing vehicular at grade ctossln9 
of 4th Street into a pedestrian only crossing across the tracks 
of southern Pacific Transportation Coropany/s (SFT) santa paulA 
Branch Line in santa Paula, Ventura county. 

city propos~s to construct a cul-de~s~C and close the 
'4th and Main streets intersection to vehicular traffic to preclude 
any unsate conditions that would he created at the ra.ilroad 
tracks by the construction of the senior apartment project and . 
the additional traffic that would be generated by such 
construction. 

city is the lead agency for this project under the 
california Environmental Quality Act 6t 1970 (CEQA), as amendid, 
public Resources Code § 21000, et seq. city has determined that 
the alteration project is categorically exempt from CEQA under S· 
15301(c) of CEQA Guidelines (14 cal. Admin. Code-DiV. 6). S 
15101 applies to activities invoiving minor alteration of existing 
facilities, with subsection (c) bein9 applicable to existin9 
streets and sidewalks. 

The commission is a responsible agency tor this project 
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's 
exemption determination. 
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The Commission's safety DivIsion (Traflic Engineering 
staff) has inspected the e)Cisting 4th street at grad~ crossinq 
and has also reviewed the city's engineering plans to conVert 
the vehicular crossing to a pedestrian only crossing. "lte"r an 
analysis of vehicular, pedestrian and train traffic in the area, 
the staff recommends that approval be granted to convert the 
crossing for pedestrian use only. 

The application was found to be in compliance under the 
CommIssion's filing requirements including Rule 39 of the Rules of 
Practice and procedure, which relates to the widening; relocating 
or otherwIse altering an existing crossinq. Detailed drawings of 
the proposed construction are included in AppendIx A attached to 
thIs order. 

BY Motion fiied November 27; 1991, SFT requested 
. additional time in which to review the application, This motion was 
granted by "Examiner's Rufing dat~d December 36, 1991. On March 3, 
1992,- the railroad advised the Commission's Executive Director that 
SPT had completed its investigation and the application could no~ 
be handled ex-part~. 

Findings of Fact 
1. SPT filed a Motion on November 27, 1991 requesting 

additional time in which to review and investigate the proposed 
conversion of 4th street Crossing into a pedestrian only crossing 
as presented in the City of santa paula's Application and attached 
plans. 

2. E~aminer's Ruling, dated Decemb~r 30, 1991, granted 
the railroad additional time in which to complete its review of the 
application. By letter dated March 3, 1992~ 8FT advised the 
commission/s E~ecutive Director, that it had concluded its 
investigation and the matter could no~ be handled ~x-part~. There 
are no other unresolved matters. 

3. City requests authority under public utilities Code S§ 
1201-1205 to conVert the existing at-grade vehicular crossing Of 
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4th street, across th~ tracks of SPT's santa Paula Branch-Line, 
into a pedestrian OnlYOi"6Ssir\g, in santa Paula, Ventura county. 

4. Alteration and conversion Of the at-grade ct6ssing is 
an essential el.ment ot the senior apartment projeet t and will 
alleviate unsafe traffic conditions at the 4th And Main 
intersection. 

5. Public convenience and necessity require the 
alteration and conversion of th. 4th street at-grade drossing at 
SPT/s santa paula Branch Line.' , 

6. Public safety requires thAt the two existingstanda~d 
No. ~ automatic gate-type signals protecting the vehicular crossing 
be ~odlfled and converted into tv6 standard No. 10 automatic 
fiashing light pedestrian tyPe'signals (General Order (GO) 75-C) to 

, ~ - ,,' , 

protect pedestr1an foot traffic. 
7. city is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, 

as amended. 
8. The coinmission is a responsible agency for this 

project and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's e~emptioh 
determination. 

Conclusions of Law 
1. There -is no opposition to this application, it 

public hearing is not necessarYi 
2. The application should be granted as set forth 1n the 

following order. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The city of santa Paula (city) is authorized to alter and 

convert the existing 4th street vehicular crossing aoross tha 
tracks of the southern pacific Transportation company's (SPT) santa 
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paula Branch Line in santa Paula, ventura County, into a pede~triail . 
only crossing,· to be identified 8S crossing BE-414.1-D. The 
proposed pedestrian project is at the lOcation and substantiallY as 
shown by the plans attached to the application andAppendi1(Aof 
this order. 

2. construction ot the crossings shall be equal or superior 
to standard No. 6 of General Order (GO) 7~-B. 

3. Maintenance ot the crossings shall conform to GO 72-B. 
4. Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26-D. Walkvays 

shall cOnform to GO 118. 
5. protection at the crossing shall be two standard No. 16 

automatic flashing light pedestrian-type signals (GO 75-C). 
6. construction expense of thealteratlon and conversion of 

4th street, including closure of the vehicular crossing and 
. modification costs of the automatio protection shall be borne by 
ci.ty. 

7. Maintenance costs of the automatic protection shall be 
borne equally by both city and SPT under PU Code S 1202.2. 

8. within 30 days after completion ot the work under this 
order, Santa paula shall notify the ~afety Division in writing that 
the authorized work has been completed. 

9. This authorization shall expire if not e){ercised within 
two years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
public convenience, necessity, or safety SO req'uire. 
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, 10.· Th~ applica't16n!!; granted as set forth above. 
'rhis order is effective 30 days from today. 
Datedj't"!~221992 I at san Francisco, calif6ri;'ia. 

, 

DANIEL to. F'FSSim 
President 

~ B. tIwuAN ' 
PMRICIA H. Fil<:fXlo 
~ D. SHl.HlAY 

Omntssloneri> 

I CERtiFY THAt tHIS DECISION 
WAS APPROVED BY THE ABOVE 

~
COMMJSSIONJ:~SidDAY' I I;> , 

It .~ . a~~~ "": 
N 7'Al J. jJ ~ ·bl.eufivO DJIe6lbr. ~l(,~;'~A /~< ,', ., " ' 

v 'j~.. ~"" '" . ) '" .) . ) , .. , } 

11111 
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