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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE QF CALIFoRNrJ 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
Angelo Abed, ali Individual, doing. ») 
business as USA Airport Shuttle, for 
authority to operate as a Passenger ) 
stage corporation betw¢en points ) 
in Solano, West Corttra Costa, and ) 
Northern Alameda counties and the ) 
Oakland International Airp6rt~ ) 
San Francisco International Airport ) 
and the Martinez/Richmond Amtrak ) 
Stations. ) 
---------------------------------) 

@ooa®n1J~[' 
Application 91-10-041 

(Filed October 16, 1991) 

Carl L. Howard, for Angelo Abed, applicant. 
Eldon k. Johnson, Attorney at LaW, for Travis 

Express, Inc., and LOu LOng, for Bay Porter 
Express, 1nc. t protestants. -

Mitch Matsumura, for the Transportation Division. 

OPINION 

Angelo Abed (Abed), art individual doing business as USA" 
AirpOrt Sh~~tle, requests authority under Public Utilities (~U) 
Code § 1031, et seq. to establish and operate an on-call passenger 
stage corporation service between points in Solano, Contra Costa, 
and Alameda Counties, on the one hand, and Oakland International 
Airport (OAK), San Francisco International Airport (SFO), and the 
Martinez/Richmond Amtrak Stations, on the other hand. 

piotests to the application having b~en filed/by Travis· 
Express, Inc. (Travis) and Bay Porter Express, Inc. (Bay Porter), 
certificated carriers, duly noticed public hearings were held 
before Administrative La~ Judge Orville I. wright in San Francisco 
on February 18, 1992 and March 17, 1992. The matter was submitted 
for decision upon filing of the transcript on April 28, 1992 • 

- 1 -



. , ~ 

A.91..:10 .... 041 ALJ/WRI/jft 

Applicant's Evidence 
Abed is one of two partners who have been operating as a 

charter-party carrier of passengers under Commission authority 

since.N~:,"~pf.~f>l?,~~:.,"',:'-!fi()r to that time, applicant has had 
experie~p~\ .. a·~ 'a:· SJt~~~f~: ~ reservation agent, and dispatcher for Tours 
Are Us"And forbiredt'~Shuttlet both certificated carriers. 

Abed's application was supported by testimony of the· 
special Assistant to·the Executive Director of OAK that Abed's 
charter service to OAK has been satisfactory. The witness stated 
that the airport is in the process of ensuring that each of its 
markets i~ adequately served by competent ground transportation 
providers. OAK believes applicant's propOsed on-call service will 
provide needed ground transportatiOn service between OAK and the 
areaS of Albany, Berkeley, Benicia, Crockett, EI Cerrito, El· 
Sobrante, Hercules, Martinez, RichmOnd I Rodeo; San Pablo, and 
Vallejo. . 

• 

The bell captain at the Marriott Hotel in Berkeley 
testified that he frequently referred hotel guests to applicant's • 
shuttle service to OAK. He found applicantts service to be 
reliable and to have the cleanest vans and drivers .available. 

March 17, 
$49,379. 

Abe~ testified that he had $12,000 cash in the bank as of 
1992. He listed Vans and other assets in the amount of 
Owner's equity is estlmat~d to be $10,890. 
Applicant submitted a schedule of projected income and 

expenses for the period April 11 1992 to December 31,' 1992 showing 
fare revenue of $302,096, operating expenses of $144,036, and net 
income of $156,852 (51.9\ of revenue). 
Protestants' Showing 

Travis and Bay Porter protest Abed's application on the 
ground of fitness. During the course Of hearings, it was shown 
that applicant has been operating as a passenger stage, 
particularly with respect to his service to the Marriott Hotel in 
Berkeley. Further, protestants, based upon their own experience, 
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believe that applicant's estimate that he will earn in-excess of 
"50% net income in his Van business is unrealistic. 

Travis is a scheduled carrier serving OAK and points 
sought to be served by Abed. Travis has been marginly profitable 
in its business, a condition which it attributes to it perceived 
influx of unlicensed carriers into OAK which arrive for loading of 
passengers shortly ahead of the scheduled arrival of Travis' 
business. 

Business at OAK has been s6 slow for Travis that it 
recently discontinued direct service to OAK in favor of a laterAl 
service requiring passengers to transfer between vans to reach 
their destinations. 

_ protestants suggest that the Commission deny this 
application and require Abed to gain more experience as a charter~' 
party carrier adhering to the rules before reapplying for passenger 
stage corporation authority. 
Discussion 

Applicant has shown that he has had experience in all 
phases of airport shuttle operation - scheduling , dispatching, 
supervision, driving. He has shown Adequate financial resources to 
commence airport transportation service in that he owns three vails 
and has sufficient cash in the bank to sustain the enterprise he 
proposes for a reasonable period of time. 

Importantly, OAK management is convinced that Abed's 
service points constitute a market which needs to be served by a 
realiable on-call carrier. Airport management recommends that the 
application be approved. 

Weighing with these positive factors is the consideration 
that Abed, whether knowingly or unknowingly, engaged in per capita 
fare transportation holding oilly a charter-party permit. However, 
the record shows that applicant now has engaged the professional 
services of an experienced transportation consultant who has 
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provided Abed with the guidance he requires. Applicant assures the 
Commission that he will fOllow all applicable. laws and regulations. 

Findings of Fact 
1. Applicant has the ability, equipment, and financial 

resources to perform the proposed on-call service. 
2. It can be seen with certainty that there is no 

possibility that the activity in question may have a significant 
effect on the environment. 

3. Public convenience and necessity requite the propOsed on-

eall service. 
4. Protestants p~oviding transportation services to OAK and 

SFO-have not shown that they will provide on-call service to the 
satisfaction of the Commission. 

S. As there appears to be· an· immediate need for the propOsed· 
service, this order should be effective on the date. of signing. 

6. No p~otest t~ the application has been r~ceived from any 
public transit operator serving the territory applicant propOses to 

serve. 
conclusion of Law 

Public convEmience and necessary have been demonstrated, 

and a certificate should be granted. 
only the amount paid to the state for operative ri9hts 

may be used in rate fi~ing. The state may grant any number of 
rights and may cancel or Modify the monopOly feature of these 

rights at any time. 
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IT IS ORDERED thata 
1. A certificate of public convenie~ce and nec~ssity i~ 

granted to Angelo Abed, an individual, authorizing him to op~rate 
as a passenger stage corporation, as defined in PU Code § 226, 
between the points and over the routes set forth in App~ridix 
PSC-1569, to transport persons and baggage. 

2. Applicant shalli 
a. File a ~ritten acceptance of this 

certificate ~ithin 30 days after this order 
is effective. 

b. Establish the authorized service and file 
tariffs and timetables ~ithin 120 days 
after this order is effective. 

c. State in his tariffs and timetables when 
service will start; allow at least 10 days' 
notice to the Commission; and make 
timetables and tariffs effective 10 or more 
days after this order is effective. 

~~d ;~:I~ColnplY' ~ttl;l; qen.e_r~} prders Series 101, 104, 
~:V(:"l!) a_!1~' t~~8t~ .a

i
" J}~.,(~~~ 'C~tlfornia Highway patiol 

• \ '-" f (sal:e y ru eSt "." ,. 
1 .... ~ ' •. ·)·./'.I~.:·+"!~ t ~:: I ,~.!~)~<~ ~~:."~.: _~.~, 

.' e .. ,M~intain account~ng records in conformity 
~i~ll the.Uniform·.System of Accounts. 

) . j , " ~.. ~.. .... .. ~ \ 
. \;.. f ~ • .. '. '.:. . < '. ". t f.;. R~JQ.!t·.t~ ··.~h·e·"C0fl!R~s~,ion the Transportation 

"'."-.' .. ~.--. '··,"Relmbursement Fee. r~quired by PU Code § 403 
'/,\~; :) .. '~"'"; .'I·,\:ln'en '.notif ied" by', Q.1~i)".,1;O do so. 

, '3~', 'iij~'~~:i'~ beginning ~:~Vice 'to any airport, applicant shall 
notify the ali-port's qoverning body. Applicant shall not operate 
into or on airport property unless such operations are also' 
authorized by the airport's governing body. 

4. Applicant is authorized to begin operations on the date 
that the Executive Director mails a notice to applicant that his 
evidence of insurance is on file with the Commission and that the 
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california Highway patrol has approved the use of applicant's 
vehicles fo:r service. 

S. Applicant shail comply with PU Code §§ 460.1 and 1043, 
relating to the workers' Compensation laws of this State. 

6. The application is granted as set forth abOve. 
This order is effectiVe today. 
Dated July 22, 1992, at San Francisco, California. 
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DANIEL Wm. FESSLER 
President 

JOHN B. OHANIAN 
PATRICIA M. ECKERT 
NORMAN D. SHUMWAY 
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Appendix PSC-7569 Angelo Abed . original Titltl Page 

CERTIFICATE 

OF 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

AS A PASSENGER STAGE CORPORATION 

PSC-7569 

-------------------------------
showing passenget stage operative rights, restrictions, 

limitations, exceptions, and privileges • 

~, -
-------------------------------

All changes and amendments as authorized by . 
the PUblic Utilities commission of the state of california 

will be made as revised pages or added original pages. 

-------------------------------

Issued under authority of Deoision __ 9_2_-_°_7_-_°_4_2 __________________ , 
dated July 22, 1992 , of the Public util~ties Commission of 
the state of California in Application 91-10-041. 
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I N D E X 

SECTION I. GENERAL ~UTHORIZATIONS, RESTRICTIONS, " 
LIMITATIONS, AND SPECIFICATIONS ••••••••••••••• i 

• SECTION II. 

_ SECTION III. 

SERVICE AREA •••••••.••••••• ~ ••••• " ••• • • • • • • • , • • 

ROUTE OESeR! PI'ION •••• ;> •••• ". -•••••••••• • • • • • • • • • 3 

• Issued by California PUblic utilities Commission • 

Deoision __ ~9~2~-~O~?_-.~O~4~2 _____ 1 Application 91-10-041. 
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SECTION I. GENERAL AUTHORIZAT10NS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMITATIONS, 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

Angelo Abed, an individual, by the certificate of 
public convenience and necessity granted by the decision noted in 
the margin, is authorized to transport passengers and their 
baggage on an lion-call" basis, betveen the cities and communities 
in the counties of solano, Contra costa, and Alameda, as 
described in section 11, on one hand, and the Martinez (MAMTRK) 

and Richmond (RAMTRK) Amtrak stations, San Francisco (SFO) and 
Oakland (OAK) International -Airports, on the other hand; sUbject, 
however, to the authority of this commission to change or modify 
this authority at any time and subject to the following 

provisions~ 

a. When route descriptions are given in one 
direction, they apply to operation in either 
direction unless otherwise indicated. 

b. The term flon-call", as used, refers to service 
which is authorized to be rendered dependent on 
the ~emands of passengers. The tariffs and 
timetables shall show the conditions under 
which each authorized on-call service will be 
rendered. 

c. No passengers shall be transported except those 
having a point of origin or destination at 
either SFO, OAK, HAMTRK, or RAMTRK. 

d. This certificate does not authorize the holder 
to conduct any operation on the property of or 
into any airport unless such operation is 
authorized by the airport authority inVolved. 

Issued by California public utilities commission • 

Decision _9.£.2=---,O~?!...-~O~4c:2=--__ , Appl ica t ion! '91-10 -041 • 
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. SECTION II. SERVICE AREA. 

cities and communities in th~counties of. solano, 
contr~ costa, and Alameda. 

SEcTION III. ROUTE DESCRIPTION, 

. commencing from any point as d~scribedin section II 
ov~r the m6s·t convenient streets,eXpresswaYs, and highways to 
either SFO, OAK, MAMTRK or RAMTRK • 

Issued by california Public utilities commission • 

oecision ___ 9_2_-0_,_7_-0_4_2 ______ 1 Application 91-iO-041. 


