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Decision 92-08-035 August 11, 1~92 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application Of the state of California, ) 
Department Of Transportation, for an ) 
order authorizing the Department tOI ) 
Construct on state Route 118 on new - ) 
alignment southwesterly of its existing ) 
Los Angeles Avenue alignment and to ) 
construct a new public crossing of ) 
realigned state Route 118 at ~r~de across ) 
the santa Paula Branch (BE) Line track ) 
Of southern pacific Transportation Company ) 
in ventura County, state of california. ) 
-------------------------------------) 

Qf!.H!.QH 

Application 92-03-029 
(Filed March 16,1992) 

As part of the prOject to widen and realign existing state 
Route (SR) 118, a tWo-lane conventiOnal highway, to four lanes from 
SR 126-Santa Paula Freeway to SR-232-Vineyard Avenue through the 
community of saticoy, the state of california, Department of 
Transportation (caltrans), requests authority to construct a new 
public crossing at grade for realigned SR-118 across the 
tracks of southern Pacific Transportation Company's (SPT) Santa 
Paula Branch Line in Ventura county. The existin~ crossing of Los 
Angeles AVenue will remain in place to provide access to the 
Business District of the Community of saticoy. 

The project will improve 1.14 miles of the highway and 
will include the replacement of the santa clara River bridge and 
widening the SR-118/126 bridge. The purpose of the project is to 
eliminate the severe congestion during peak hours. The proposed 
project will accommodate the projected traffic volumes and provide 
a smooth connection to the four lane section north of SR-126. 

caltrans Is the lead agency for this projeot under the 
California Environmental Quality Act of 1910 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources Code sections 21000, et seq. After preparation of 
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a Oraft EnVirO~mental Impact Report (DEIQ), public hearirt~S w~re 
held by Caltrans on Hay 26, 1987 in the community of Satic6Y, 
concerning the proposed SR-118 widening and realignment. In 
addition the DEIR was submitted to the united states Environmental 
Protectiort AgencYJ the state of california, Governor's Office, 
Resources Agency; Ventura county Association of GoVernments and 
public WOrks Agency; and several other affected governme~tal 
agencies. 

After a formal r~view period, where marty proposals and 
suggestions by other governmental agencies and the public were 
consider~d, caltrans in cooperation with the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), prepared a Final Environmental Impact 
statement (FEIS) and filed a Notice of Determination on January 25, 
1989 with the state Office of Planning and Research which round 
that, liThe project will haVe significant effect (:m the 
environment." Mitigation measures were made a condition of 
approval of the project • 

Among the findings made by caltrans in th~ FEIS were the 
following items: 
(1) Noise: 

Traffic noise levels are expected to increase up to a 
ma~imum of 75 dBA at some locationS by the year 2010. 

Mitigation: 
soundwalls will be constructed where feasible. 

(2) sOQioecortomict 
Realignment will affect 23 businesses with 41 
employees. 

Mitigations 
Caltrans will purchase property at fair-market value 
and pay for moving expenses of employees • 
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(3) NeighborhoOd: 
Realignment will remoVe five homes on SR 118 (an 
estimated 18 persons would be displaced). 

Mitigation: 
caltrans will provide relocation assistance for 
businesses and residences. 

(4) wetlands/Biology: 
The long term impact of replacing the existing santa 
Clara River Bridge will be a 0.5 acre loss of wetland 
under the new santa Clara River Bridge. 

Mitigation: 
u.s. Fish and wildlife service and california 
Department of Fish and Game have approved a mitigation 
plan which includes enhancement of 1.0 acre of 
degraded wetland, 0.5 mile north of the project area. 

The commission is a responsible agency for this project under 
CEQA and has reviewed the lead agency's FEIS,- The commission has 
considered FEIS's findings, and mitigation measures. The Com­
mission's safety Division - Rail Engineering safety staff has 
inspected the site of the proposed project. After reviewing the 
project needs and taking into account safety considerations of 
the proposed new at grade crossing, the staff recommends that 
authority be granted to construct the relocated state Route 113 at 
grade crossing in the community of saticoy. 

The application was found to be in compliance under the 
Commission's filing requirements including Rule 39 of the Rules of 
practice and procedures, which relates to the widening or 
relocating Of an existing crossing. Detailed drawings of the 
proposed construction are included in Appendix A (attached to this 
order) • 
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Findings of Fact 
1. caltrans requests authority under Public utilities 

Code sections 1201-1205 to realign SR-118 and in connection 
therewith. construct a new at grade crossing of SR-118 across the 
tracks Of SPT's santa paula Branch Line in the community of 
Saticoy, Ventura county. 

2. Construction of the new SR-118 crossing, 0_08 miles 
southwest of the e~isting LOs Angeles Avenue crossing is required 
to improve highway geometries and enhance vehicular traffic 
circulation between SR-126-Sa.nta Paula Freeway and SR-232-Vineyard 
Avenue. 

3. Notice of the application was published in the 
commission Daily calendar on March 18, 1992. No protest have been 
received. A" public hearing 1s not necessary. 

4. Public convenience and necessity requires the 
construction of the new SR-118 crossing to divert heavy volumes of 

through vehicular traffic from th~ Business District"Of the 
community of saticoy. 

5. Public convenience and necessity also requires that 
the existing Los Angeles Avenue crossing remain open to provide 
vehiCUlar access to local traffic desiring to use the services or 
goods provided by the saticoy Business District. 

6. Public safety requires that protection at the new SR-
118 crossing be four standard No. 9-A automatic gate-type signals 
with cantilevers (General Order (GO) 75-C), two mounted on raised 
highway median traffic islands. 

7. public safety also requires that protection at the 
existin~ Los Angeles Avenue shall remain two standard No. 9 
automatic gate-type signals (GO 75-C). 

8. The new realigned SR-118 grade orossing will be within 
200 feet of the intersection of tlardo Avenue and SR-1181 therefore, 
the traffic control signals at the intersection should be preempted 
upon the approach of trains • 
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9. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under 
CEQA, as amended. 

10. The commission isa respon~ibleagency for this ' 
project and has reviewed the lead agency's FEIS. 

11. The wid~ning and relocation project of SR-118 will 
have a significant effect on the environment, however mitigation 
measures taken by caltrans.in the following areasj noise, land use, 
traffic circulation and wetlands/biology will either eliminate or 
reduce the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 

12. The benefits to community of saticoy by rerouting 
heavy volumes of through vehicular away from its small but vital 
business district far outweight any unavoidable temporary impacts 
caused during construction of the relocation project. 

conclusion of LaW 
The application should be granted as set forth in the 

following order. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The state of California, Department of Transportation 

(caltrans) is authorized to construct new state Route (SR) 118 
crossing at grade across the tracks of the southern Pacific 
Transportation company's (SPT) santa Paula Branch Line in the 
community of saticoy, Ventura County, to be identified as crossing 
8E-407.42. The proposed orossing project is at the location and 
substantially as shown by the plans attached to the application and 
Appendix A of this order. 

2. construction of the orossing shall be equal or superior 
to standard No. 6 of General Order (GO) 72-8. Maintenance of the 
crossings shall conform to GO 72-8. 

3. Clearances shall be in accordance with GO 26-0. Walkways 
shall conform to GO 118. 
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4. Protection at the new SR-118 crossirtg shall be four 
standard NO. 9-A automatio gate-type signals with cantilev~rs-(GO-
75-0), two mounted on median traffioislands. protection tit the 
existing Los Angeles Avenue crossing shall remain two standard No. 
9 automatic gate-type signals (GO-75-C). 

5. Traffic control signals at the adjacent intersection of 
SR"118 and Nardo AVenue shall be preempted upOJi the approach of 
trains. 

6. Construction cOsts of realigning SR-118 and construction 
of the new orossing shall be borne by Caltrans. 

7. Maintenance costs Of the automatio protection shall be 
borne by caltrans under PU Code Section 1202.2 

8. Construction plans of the crossing, approved by SFT, 
together with a copy of the agreement entered into between the 
parties, shall be filed with the Commission's safety Division prior 
to commencing construction. 

9. The existing LOs Angeles Avenue crossing, identified as 
BE-407.50 shall. remain open to serve the community of saticoy1s 
Business District. 

10. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this 
order, Caltrans shall notify the commission in writing that the 
authorized work has been completed. 

11. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
two years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 
pUblic convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 
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. 12. Theappl'icat'iortls~ra.;'ted '~s set "forth abOve. 
This order· Is eff~qtive 3"0 days from toda~ • 

. Dated AUG 11 J99~ , at San Francisco;' calitornia. 

DANIEL h~1 FESSLER 
president 

PATRICIA H. ECKERT 
NORHAN.O. sfIUi.lwi\y 

. Commissioners 

Commissioner John B. Ohanian, 
being rtecessa:d.1Y absent, did 
not participate. 
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