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Deoision 92-09-075 septe~ber 1~, 1992 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMJ4JSSION OF THE STATE OFCALlrORNIA 

In the Matter o~ th$ Application 
of the city of Pasadena to 
construct a grade separation 
covering over the railroad 
tracks of The Atchison, Topeka & 
santa Fe Railway company in the 
city of pasadena, county of Los 
Angeles 

J 
J 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-------------------------------) 
OPINION 

Application 9~-06-006 
(FIled June 3, 1992) 

The city of PAsadena (city) requests authority to 
construct a grade separAtion and a pedestrian crossing in the air 
space above The Atchison, Topeka, & santa Fe Railway Company's 
(AT&SF) Hain Line track in pasadena, Los Angeles county. The track 
involved will be converted for use as a light rail transit line, at 
some future date, by the Los Angeles County Transportation 
commission (LACTC), to be known as the PAsadena Extension of the 
Metro Blue Line light rail system. 

The proposed development, known as civic Center west, 
will cover approximately 4.6 acres, of which one half acre will be 

in the air space Above the AT&SF tracks. civic Center west is part 
of the city's civic Center Kaster Plan, and is located within 
PAsadena's Downtown RedeVelopment District. The proposed civic 
center West will include 350 new residential units, 11,000 square 
feet of retail space, and sixteen artist 10ft apartments. The 
prOposed grade separation structure over the railroad tracks will 
cover over approximately one city block of the trAcks. 

The proposed civic Center west grade separation structure 
will enolose a future light rail station, to be built by the Los 
Angeles County Transportation commission (LACTC). The developers 
of civic center West met with LACTC to discuss the construction of 
the structure, and to ensure that it would be compatible with the 
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~ light rail system. The struoture will be built to ~ocomm6date the 
planned lIght rail station, and to meet all proper fire standards, 
inoluding the standards for Fl~ed Guideway Transit SysteMs 
published by the National Fire protection Assooiation (NPFA 130). 

The community Development commission of the City 6t 
pasadena (city) is the lead agency for this project under the 
california Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
PUblio Resources CPR) code sections 21000, et seq. 

city prepared a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) 
for civic center west project SCH #88092112 on August 1989 which 
identified 25 environmental impacts that required mitigation 
measures. Only one significant railroad related impact could be 
attributed to the grade separation projeot, which would cause the 
dispiacement of some trees and vegetation in adjacent Memorial park 
along the railroad right of way. city proposes to relocate 
vegetation where feasible, and to landscape the project in 
conformance with pasadena Munioipal Guidelines, as a mitigation 
measure. 

After preparation and review of the FEIR, city approved 
the projeot. on January 24, 1991 city filed a Notice of 
Determination with the Los Angeles county Clerk which found that 
liThe project will have it significant effect on the environment". A 
Statement of Overriding considerations was adopted-for the project. 
The benefits of the civic Center West project outweigh unavoidable 
adverse environmental effects. 

7he commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQA, and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's FEIR. 
The site of the proposed grade separation has been inspeoted in the 
field and the proposed plans have been reviewed by the commission's 
safety Division Traffio Engineering staff. staff concurs with city 
that the benefits of the civic center west proJect outweigh any 
adverse impacts oreated by the construction and recommends that 
city/s request be granted. 
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The application was found to be in co~pliance with the 
commission's' filing requirements, inoiuding Rule 38 of Rui~s of 
Practice and procedure which relates to the construction of a 
publio highway (pedestrian crossing) across a raiiroad and Rule 
40, which relates to Applications Generally. A location sketch and 
details fro~ the plans for the project are shown in Appendi~ A. 

Findings of Facti 
1. Notice of the Appiication was published in the 

commission Daily calendar on June 12, 1992. No protests have been 
received. A public hearing is not necessary. 

2. city requests authority under Public utilities code 
sections }201-1205 to construct civic center west grade separation 
structure between Holly street and Walnut street above the tracks 
of AT&SFt s Main Line in pasadena; LOs Angeles county. 

3. Construction of the civic center west grade 
separation structure above the AT&SF tracks is an essential element 
in the construction of the civic center west Development project in 
Pasadena. 

4. Public convenience, necessity and safety require 
construction of the civic center West grade separation structure 
above the Main Line tracks of AT&SF. 

5. Pubiic safety alsO requires ,that the civic center 
West grade separation structure conform with the Standards for 
Fixed Guideway Transit systems, published by the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA 130), as required by the commission's 
General Order 143-A. 

6. city is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, 
as amended. 

1. The commission is a responsible agency for this 
project, and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's FEIR. 

8. The project will have some adverse effects on the 
environment, but mitigation measures will reduce the adverse 
impacts to acceptable levels. 
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4It 9. A statement of overriding Considerations was adopted 
for the project, 

10. The project is an integral part of the Pasadena 
Civic center Master plan to deveiop housing and eliminate urban 
blight in the downtown Pasadena area. 

11. The benefits of the CIvic center west Project 
outweigh unavoidable adverse environmental effects. 

conclusion of Law: 
The application should be granted as set forth in the 

following order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. city of pasadena (city) is authorized to construct 

civic Center west grade separation structure above the tracks of 
The Atchison, Topeka & santa Fe Railway company's (AT&SF) Main Line 
in Pasadena, Los Angeles county, at the location and substantially 
as shown by plans attached to application and the Appendix of this 
order to be identified as crossing 2-135.18-A. 

2. clearances shall be in accordance with General Order 
(GO) 26-0. walkways shall conform to GO -118, 'except that during 
construction, walkways adjacent to any trackage subject to to rail 
operations shall be maintained free of obstructions and shall be 

promptly restored to their original condition in event of damage 
during construction. 

3. The Pasadena civic center west grade separation 
structure shall be built to conform with the Standards for Fixed 
Guideway Transit systems published by the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA 130), in conformance with GO i43-A. 

4. construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 
accordance with an agreement between the parties. In the event 
parties fail to agree, the commission shall apportion costs by 

- 4 -



~ ""0" 

further ordei-. ~ 'copy of the agreeaent shaiibe flledwlth the 
Couission's Safety Div'i~'ioil priof- to c6~~n.olng "'construction. 

. 5. . within .~() days alter cOllpiet16tl of the work under 
this order, City shall notify the commission's safety Division in 
writir19 that th~ authorized work has been complet~d. 

. 6. This authorization shall expire if not e~erolsed 
within three years unless time is extended or it the abOve 
conditions are hot complied with. Authorization may be revoked or 
mOdified if public convenience, necessity or safety so require. 

7. Th~ Executive Director shall serV~ copy of ihis order 
onAT&SF, LACTC and city ot Pasad~na, so that tha parties are 
informed of the obiigations herein imposed on them. 

- 5 -



8. The appiication is granted as set forth abOve. 
This order becomes effective 30 days trom today. 
Dated SEP 16. 1992 at San Franoisco, california. 

DANIEL Wm. FESSLER 
President 

JOHN B. OHANIAN 
PATRICIA M. ECKERT 
NORMAN D. SHUMWAY 

commissioners 

I CERnFY THAT THIS DECIStON 
\VAS APPROVED BY lHE ABOVE 

~
COMMISSiONER~ .. ~9.~AV .'; . 

,4-",-,-
v~ _~~ ~

' ... 

N?- J. . ~ Ex~ullve DJr~lor 
I f 1 i ' 
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• .. Boundary of Downtown Redevelopment Project 

.......... Boundary of P;sad'na CivIc Ctnt.r ClstrJct 
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