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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UT!L!TIES CO~~ISSION OF THE STATE OF C~~IFO~~IA 

In the Matter 0: the Application of ) 
P~IK SHARAEI, dba California M~ni-Bus, ) 
for a certificate of public convenience ) 
and necessity to operate passenger ) 
(express) service between San Francisco ) 

Application 60511 
(Filed May 5, 1981) 

(C~ty) hotels and the San Francisco ) 
International Airport. ) 

--------------------------------------) 
Dennis B. Natali, Attorney at Law for 

applicant. 
Rav Greene, Attorney at Law, for SFO Airporter, 

Inc.; and Daniel J. Custer, Attorney at Law, 
for Lorrie's Travel & Tour; protestants • 

;:ik Sharabi, doing business as California Mini-Bus, 
requests a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
authorizing operations as a passenger stage corporation between 
six San Francisco hotels in San Francisco, on the one hand, and 
the San Francisco International Airport, on the other hand. 
Protests to the application were filed by SFO Airporter, Inc., 
(SFO), ane Lorrie's Travel & Tour (Lorrie's). 

Public hearin9 was held before Ad~inistrative Law JudQc 
Daly in San Francisco and was submitted on Au~ust 12, 1981, upon 
the receipt of concurrent briefs, which have been filed and 
considered. 

" 
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~~cant's Presentation 
Applicant proposes to provide a daily service . 

seven cays a week fro~ 6:00 a.~. to 11:30 p.~. between the San 
F:ancisco International Airport and the Stewart Hotcl, Davie's 
Hotel, Bellevue Hotel, El Cortez Hotel, Gear]" Hotel, and the Jack 
Tar Hotel, all of which are located on Geary Street in the downtown 
area of San Francisco. 

Service would be provided by two l'-passen~er 
" 

~ini vans. Applicant presently o~~s one l~-passenger 
Dodge Mini Van and proposes to lease two additional vans, one of 
which would be used :or backup purposes. Tbe proposed schedule 
calls for each hotel to be served on an hourly oasis. In:or~atio~ 

concerning departure schedules, fares, and hotel destinations would 
be on permanent display at three u~~anned booths located in the 

• passenger-arrival areas of the Airport. The propo~ed fare is $5.00 
for an adult and $3.00 for children. As of August 10, 1981, 

• 

applicant indicated assets in the a~ount of $58,000 and no liabilities. 
Applicant called two public witnesses. Robert Webb, who is 

employed as a doorman at the Jack Tar Hotel, testified that he has as 
many as 20 or 30 inquiries a day concerning transportation to the 
airport. According to the witness he usually informs these individuals 
that they ca~ either get a b~s at the SFO te~inal in downto~~ 
San Francisco, call Lorrie's fo: a pickup, 0: take a cab. Webo 
expressed the opinion that Lorrie's provides an excellent service, 
but there are times when the bus does not have seats availa~lc to 
acco~~odate everyone. Bepin~. R~~aiya, vice president and ~eneral 
mana~er 0: California Parlor Car Tours, which proviees a ccrti:icatee 
si~htseein~ service, testifiee that althou;h he had no ~~owled~e as 
to whether the=e was a neec for the proposed service, he was of the 
opin~on that it would have a beneficial effect • 
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Protestants' Presentation 
§!Q SFO is authorized to provide a certificated 

passenger sta;e service oet~een its San FranClseo terminal, 
located at Taylor and ElllS Streets in do~~to~T. San Francisco, 
and the San Francisco Internatio~~l Airport. It o~T.s and operates 
23 ~uses and service is provided every 10 ~inutes between 6:00 a.~. 

and 10:00 p.~. daily. SPC has a contract ~ith the Airport which 
grants it the exclusive right to pick up and discharge passengers 
and solicit business on Airport property. Accordlng to SFC's 
;eneral manager, the San Francisco terminal is so situateO in 
relatlon to the dO~T.to~~ hotels as to ~e readily accessible ~y a 
$2 taxi trip which when adeed to thc present SFC fare of $~ would 
be comparable to the proposed $6 fare 0: appl~cant. Be further 
testified that SFC had experi~ented with a shuttle service between 
ltS terminal and the hotels in the dO~T.town area, but clscontinued 
the service because the patronage did not justl:y the cost. The 
witness expressed the opinion that the eXistin~ sc:vice is adequate 
and that certification 0: an additional carrier would not only ~~ve 
an adverse financial effect upon SPO but would further contribute to 
the existing congestion at the Airport. 

Lorrie'S Lorrie's operations manager testified that 
Lorrie's provides a certificatee on-call service between San F:anciseo 
and the San Francisco International Airport includin~ se:viec to tnc 
hotels which applicant proposes to serve. He f~rther testi:ied that 
pickups are made within 30 minutes after a call is placed and aOo~t 
the only time a pickup may not be p:ovicee is when a very large convention 
is in to~T.. He also exp:essee tne opinion that an adeitional service 
would have an adverse effect upon the existing ca:rie:s by diverting 

traffic • 
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Lorrie's general manaQer test~:ied that the Jack Tar 
Eotei provides approximately 12r. of its overall ~usiness. He 

further testified that Lorrie's is presently operating at a loss 
even with an airport fare of $6.50 and that Lorric's would providc 
a scheduled service only if there were a need for it or if so 
directed by the Co~~ission. 

Lorrie's also introduced the testimony of two public 
witnesses in support of its protest. Their testimony is s~~~arized 
as follows: 

1. 

2. 

Ch~rlcs Roeer Ingebritsc~ 

Senior desk clerk at the £1 Cortez Hotel. 
Handles reservations for si~htsecing 
tours and for transportat~on to the 
airport. Uses the service of Lorrie's 
and Associated as well as taxi se~ice. 
Existin; service to the airport is 
adequate. 

Samuel McMulle:"l 

Bell Captain at the Jack Tar Hotel. 
When so requested he has arranged trans­
portation for hotel guests to the airport. 
If less than three individuals he usually 
calls Lorrie's, but some people find it 
more convenient to take a cao to SFO's 
terminal where they can get a bus to the 
airport. Lorrie's usually picks up within 
a reasonable time after a call is placed, 
but if they can't they suggest that the 
people be put in a cab and Lorrie's pays 
the difference. On occasion Lorrie's will 
not pick up because the bus is full .. 

" . 



•• 

• 

• 

A.60511 ALJ/rr/nb 

Lorrie's also introduced the testimo~y of two additio~al 
wit~esses for the apparent purpose of showing that applicant had 

some. unlawful connection with the selli~Q a~d operation of sight­

seeing tours fro~ his place of business at 460 Geary Street. 

~~S. Weiyin Youn~, who is employed i~ the ~ift shop of 
the Bellevue Hotel where she arranges sightseeing tours for guests 
of the hotel, testified that on occasion she had telephoned 
applicant's place of business and made arra~~ements for si~htseein; 
tours. 

On direct ex~~ination applicant testified that he and his 

wife operate a gift shop at the Geary Street location and that he 

also used the pre~ises to sell tours as an a;ent for various sight­
seeing companies. This was supported by Lorrie'S other witness, a 
representative of Greyhound Lines, Inc., who testified that applicant 
had sold tickets for Greyhound Lines at his Geary Street store until 
it was discovered that he was also selling tickets for competing 

companies, at which time the relationship was terminated. 
Discussio:'l 

At the present time 9uests of the hotels, which applicant 
proposes to serve, must either walk or take a taxi to SFO's terminal, 
or call Lorrie's for a pickup if they wish to travel to the San 
Francisco ~rport by way of a certificated carrier. For those 

individuals with one or two pieces of light luggage the SFO te~inal 
is within a reasonable walking distance, out for others, becauc~ of 

lUQga~e, age, or physical incapacities, a trip by taxi would be 
necessary. If one decides 
must be placed at least 10 
leaves the downtOWA area. 

to use the service of Lorrie's a call 
minutes before the next scheduled bus 
The aetual time of pick up would take up 

" . 
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to 32 minutes depending upon the number and locations 0: prior 

pick ups eha. t the bus is required to make. According to the record 
Lorrie's may not make the pick up 1£ it is a particularly busy 
period. 

There is no doub~ that a direct scheduled service between 

the hotels specified in the application and the airport would be a 
more desirable service than that presently bein~ provided. Neither 
protestant indicated a present will~n;ness to provide a direct 
scheduled airport service to and fro~ these hotels. Because of its 

restrlctive nature it is not likely that the proposed service, if 
authorized, would have a material effect upon the operations of either 
protestant. It is likely that protestants are expcri¢nein~ more 
competition from existin; taxi operators tha~ they would from applicant 

if he were authorizec to operate • 
Findings 0: Fact 

1. Applicant proposes a direct SCheduled service between six 

specified hotels in the do~~to~T. San Francisco area and the San 
Francisco International Airport. 

2. SFO and Lorrie's are presen~ly providin; service between 
San Francisco and the San FranCisco International Airport, but the 
scheduled service 0= SFO is to and from its San FranCisco te~inal, 
and the direct service of Lorrie's is on an "on-call" basis. 

3. Neithe: SFO or Lor:ie's have i~eicated that they stand 

ready, willi~;, a~d acle to p:ovide the s~~c service as that proposed 
by applicant. 

' . 
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~. Public convenience anc necessity re~uire applic~~t'~ 

service as proposed • . 
5. Applicant has the necessary equipment, experience, 

ability, fitness, and financial ability to conduct the proposed 

service. 
6. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 

that the activity in question may have a si~nificant effect on the 

environ."nent. 
7. The followin~ order co~plies with the ~uidelines of the 

CO~"nission's Energy Efficiency Plan. 
Conclusion of L~w 

The application should be granted. 
Only the amount paid to the State for operative rights 

may be used in rate fixing. The State may grant any n~"nber of rights 
and may cancel or modify the monopoly feature 0: these rights at 

any time. 

IT IS ORPERtD that: 
1. A certificate 0: public convenience and necessity 

is granted to Ar:tk Sharab1 authorizing him to operate 
as a passenger stage corporation, as defined in PC Code Section 226, 
between the points and over the routes set forth in Appendix A to 
transport persons, bag~age, and/or express • 
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2. Applicant shall: 
a. File a written acceptance of this 

certificate witbin 30 days after 
this order is effective. 

b. Establish the autborized se:vice 
ane file tariffs and timetables 
within 120 days after this order 
is e==ective. 

c. State in his tariffs and timetables 
when service will start: allow at 
least 10 days' notice to the 
Co~~ission: and make timetables and 
tariffs effective 10 or more days 
after this order is effective. 

e. Comply with General Orders Series 
79, 98, 101, and 10~, anc tbe 
California Highway Patrol safety 
rules. 
~~intain accounting records 
con:o:~i~y with the ~~i:o~~ 
of Accounts. 

.; ... • •• 
System 

This order ~comes effective 30 days from today. 
S:SSZ Dated Jh~ , at San Fr~~cisco, California. 

-8-
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Appenaix A Arik Sbarabi 
doing business as 

California Mini-Bus 

CERTIFICAtE 

OF 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

AS A PASSENGER STAGE CORPORA.'!ION 

PSC 1169 

Orig~nal Title Page 

Showing passenger stage opera~ive r1ghts~ restrictions, 
ltmitations, exceptions, and privileges. 

All changes and amendments as authorized by 
the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 

will be made as revised pages or added original pages. 

rssued under authority of Decision 82 01. 44 , daeed JAN 5 '198~ 
of the Public Utilities Com=1ssion of the State of california, in 
Application 60511. . 
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Appendix A Arik Sharabi 
doing business as 

California Mini-Bus 
(PSC 1169) 

Original Page 1 

SEC'IION I. GE~~ AtmtORIZA'I'ION, RESTRICTIONS, LIMItATIONS, 
~1) SPECIFICATIONS. 

Arik Sharabi, doing business as California Mini-Bus, 
by the certificate of public convenience and necessity granted by 
~e decision noted in tbe margin, is authorized to operate as a 
passenger stage corporation to transport persons, baggage and/o= 
express between San Francisco Inte=national Airport and hotels 
located on Geary Street in the downtown area of San Francisco, 
over and along the most direct or reasonable route or routes subject, 
however, to the authority of this Comcission to change or modify 
these points or tour routes at any time and subject to the following 
provisions: 

a. Motor vehicles may be turned at te~ini 
and inte~ediate points, in either direction 
at intersections of streets or by operating 
around a block contiguous to sucb intersec­
tions, in accordance wieh local traffic 
regulations. 

b. When route descriptions are given in one 
direction, tbey apply to operation in eithe= 
direction unless otherwise indicated. 

e. All service autborized shall be to provide 
daily service seven days a week from 6 a.~. 
to 11:30 p.m. between San Francisco Inter­
national Airport and the Stewart Hotel, 
David's Hotel, Bellevue Hotel, E1 Cortez 
Hotel, Geary Hotel, and the Jack. Tar Hotel, 
all of which are located on Geary Street in 
the downtown area of San Francisco. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

• Decision 52 OJ, 44 ,Applicatio:o. 60511 .. 
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Appendix A Arik. Sharabi 
doing business as 

California Mini-Bus 
(PSC 1169) 

SEC!ION II. ROL"'I'E DESCRIP'I'IONS. 

Original Page 2 

After passenger pickup, proceed over the most 
appropria~e and conveniene stree~s a~d highways to San Francisco 
In~ernationa1 Airport • 

(:o."D OF AFPE!-."DIX A) 

'. 
Issued by California Public Utilities ComQission. 

• Decision 82 0:1 44 ) Application 60511. 


