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BEFORE THE ?U3LIC UTILITIES COMMISS:r;ON OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN!A 

In the Matter of the A~~lic2t1on ) 
of JOHN w. HARTI.EY~ dba'HOT DOGGER ) 
TOURS~ INC. ~ for ~ Class "3 ft 

) 

certificate to o~erate ~s a Charte~- ) 
Party carrier of' passengers, Whittier. ) 

------------------------------) 

, ~\ 

Application 6Oe40 
(Filed August 19~ 1981) 

John w. Har~ley~ !or Hot Dogger To~s~ 
J.."lC., applicant. 

Howard L. Everid§e, Attorney at Law 
(Arizona ana 'ew Mexico), for 
Greyhound Lines, 1=c., protestant. 

OPINION ---------
This application was filed on August 19~ 1981. It 

requests ~uthority to provide Class 3 ch~rter-?arty c?rrie~ 
service within 40 air-~iles of a termi~l in 'Whittier, California. 
Applicant is a California corporation, incor~rated on Janu~ry 1. 1979. 

Greyhound Lines, Inc. (Creyhound) filed a protest on 
September 11, 19$1 to request that the application be denied. A 
hearing was scheduled and held on Octo~er 29, 1981 in Los ~"lgeles 
before Administrative Law Judge Edward C. Praser. L~e parties 
presented evidence and the matter was submitted. 

Applicant holds a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity authorizing the transportation of skiers from 'wnittier 
and La I~ada to 1-1annno'th on Friday, lI~nciay, and Tuesday, retu.'""'ning 
on S~~day, Wednesday~ and Thursday. Applicant'S preSident, and 
prL"lcipal stockholder John W. Hartley, testified that it is seeking 
authority to transport ski charters to Y~==oth, although other b~siness 
~~ll be accepted. Applicant o~~s six ~C: 39-passenger and t~~ MC:-~i­
passenger buses. It employs a fulltime ~echanic and a bus-cle~ning 
and maintenance crew. The 'I-.'itness is a certified driving instructor 

-1-



• 

• 

• 

A.60840 ALJ/hh 

and trains all of applican~'s drivers. A??licant's S~ate~ent of 
Financial Condition as 0: July 1$, 1981 shows a total revenue of 
$270,000 operating expenses of $83,875, and asse~s of $38$,000. 

Applicant'S ~~tness testified that there ~re no~ suf!icie~t 
buses available for charter in Los ~~eeles, especially during the 
summer and on holidays. He has requ~sted extra buses fro~ Creyhound 
on 20 separate occasions and received th~ needed vehicles only once. 
On one occasion he called opera~ors do~~ to San Diego in an effort ~ 
ob~ain extra coaches without success. His office receives !ro~ 
two to 12 calls a day froe people who need vehicles for charters. 
This testi~ony ·~s corroborated by t~~ other witnesses. A :ecber 
of the Co~ittee for the Whittier Hollywood Bowl Night stated 
that their celebration was alcost cancele~ due to the d~ficulty 
in obtaining buses. A charter operator who serves the airlines 
testified that he ~s found it i=possible to obtain sufficient 
buses when crews and passengers have to be moved fro: a~~s 
due to fog or canceled !lights. An insurance agent testified 
that applicant has co:plete insu:ance coverage, far in excess of ~ne 
minimum required by the Com=ission. 

A Los Ar.geles district manager testified for Greyhou.~d. He 
placed exhibits in evidence sho·~ng all o! Greyhound's operating 
authority, including its Class A chErter c~rtifieate. six t~~tables 
showing service in and out of the Los k~geles ~rea. an e~ui~ment 
list totaling 1,918 buses availabl~ in California. a photograph of 
one of ~he luxurious buses us~d in charter service, a list of garages 
and service points, a cap showing where e~ra drivers are ~lways ready. 
3 brochure advertising charters, a list of agencies, and Creyhound·s 
co~:.unication lines betw~en agents, and rinal1y~ a list o! recent 
charters out of the area applicant seeks to serve. 

He testified that on an ar~~ual basis Qreyhou.~d has only 
one profitable route in trus area: over L~terstate 5 between los 
Angeles and central Califo~ia. Other routes are unprofitable and are 
supported by charter revenue, which Cre1hou.~d must have to ensure a 
profit. 
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Discussion 
Applicant is a specialized carrier ?r~~rily interes~ed in 

transporting skiers to ~~mmoth. It is evident that ~rotestant was 
unable to provide coaches on numerous occasions when a~~licant 
requested service. There are also occasions when there are insu!!'icient 
available buses in the los k~geles ar~a to handle th~ d~rn~nds !or 
service. The application should be granted. 
Findin~s of Fact 

1. There is a suostantial public need for the service proposed 
by applican~. 

Z. Applicant has th~ ability, experience, equipoent, and financial 
resources to perforc the ~roposed service. 

). Public convenience and necessity require the service proposed 
by the applicant. 

4. Greyhound does not always have sufficient buses to S3tis!'y 
• the demand for chart.ers out of the Los ~~geles area. Its services 

are not. satisfactory to the Con:nissio!'l. 

• 

5. Applicant should be au~horize~ to pick up ~ssengers wit.~in 
a radius of 40 air-miles from its home ~e~inal. 

6. It can be seen with cert.ainty that the pro?Osed o~ration 
will have no significant effect on the e!'lvironment. 
Concl 'Usion of Law 

Public convenience and nec~ssity have been de~onstrated and 
a certificate should be granted to applicant.; the follOwing order 
should be effective today since there is a need for the service and 
it is now ski season • 
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o R D Z R -------
IT IS ORDERED 'that: 

1.. A cert.ificat.e of public conv~nience an~ necessi~y, t.o 
be renewed each year, is granted t.o Hot. Dogger Tours, Inc., aut.horizing 
it to operat.e as a Class B cha~er-pa~y carrier of passengers, as 
defined in Publie Ut.ilities Code ~ 5383 froe a serviee area with a 
radius of 40 air-miles from applicant·s home t.erminal at 8432-3 
Laurel Avenue, Whittier, california. 

2. The Passenger Operations Branch will issue the a~~ual 
rene~roble eerti!icat.e on Form pZ-695 as aut.horized by Resolut.ion 
FE-30; when it reeeives California Highway ?2t.rol clearances and 
evieenee of liabilit.y prot.eetion in' cor.~liance with Ce~~ral Order 
Series 115. 

I't"1 i d . <1"'" i .n s or er ~s e •• ect. ve t.oday_ 
Da"'ed ~; .. ~.~ ; 9 't982 ... 5 .... ~ C 1-<'" .( .... ... ____________ :, a" an .tIrane.seo, a .... Or:l.i •• ,h 
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