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82 02 018 Decision ________ _ 

BEFORE tHE PUBLIC UtILITIES COMMISSION OF tHE StAtE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of GREG M. AMOSS fo~ , 
exception from the ban on wate~ ) 
service connections in the Russian) 

A~~lication 60895 
(Filed Septe~ber 10, 1981) 

River terrace Water Company ) 
service area. ) 

------------.----------------, 
Q.,E.I.Nl..Q.N 

By this application, Greg M. Amoss requ~sts an exemption 
from the Commls$io~'s moratorium on new connections imposed on 
several of James J. Downey's water systems by DeciSion (D.) 81621 
dated July 24, 1973. 

that: 
O~dering Paragraph 4 o~ D.81621 in Case (C.) 9076 provided 

"Until further order of this Commission 
James J. DO'NOey, doing business as Penngrove 
Water Company, KenWOOd Vil:~g~ Water 
Company, Rio Dell Water Com~any, and Russian 
River terrace Wate~ Company, and James J. 
Downey and W. H. Appleton, doing business as 
:annon Manor Water System and Harry Acres 
Water Company, Inc., s~all limit service to 
those customers p~es1ntly being se~ved by 
said water systems." 
Applicant 1s requesting an exe~ption tor his present 

residence at 1'105 Canyon Road, Forestville and for the empty :ot 
next door. Applicant states that he is now living i~ a three
bedroom, 800-s~uare-root house with his wife ane two children. Water 
is supplied to his home by a gravity flow spring at 12 gallons pe~ 
hour. Applicant states that the spring water supply is inadequate 

, Ru~sian River Terrac~ ~a:er Company and Rio Dell Water Company 
ha~e ~~en ~erged to form Russian Rive~ Wat~r Company • 
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for a family of four necessitating utility water service. If the 
exemption for the vacant lot is granted, applicant plans to construct 
a new hooe on the vacant lot. He alleges there are existing ~ervice 
connections to both pieces of property and that utility water service 
was previously p~ovided at the 11105 Canyon Road address. He also 
states that his is the only family in the area not no~ r~ceiving 
water service from Russian River Water Company (Russian River). 
Fiaally, he states that !ive other springs have been exhausted in the 
40 years his residence has been occupied. 
~~~ussi2n 

D.81621 imposed a moratorium on new service connections to 
several o~ Ja~es J. Downey's water companies including the Russian 
River Terrace ~ater Company and the Rio Dell Water Company. That 
d~cision was basec on many factors including inade~uate water 
~ou~ces, inadequate and deteriorated mains, lack of maintenance, and 
inadeo.uate storage facilities • 

Since D.81621 was issued, six requests for an ex~mptio~ 
from the moratorium have been approved and eight re~u~sts have been 
denied for the Russian River system. In granting the latest request, 
the Commission in D.93428 accepted the ~~91ic~nt's assertion that 
many or the o~d~red systez improvements h~d ~een completed and that 
the imminent s~curing of a Sa~e Drinking Water Bond Act (SDWEA) loan 
would allow ~o~ t~e addition of a new well, prOvision ~or additional 
storage, and upgrading of sever~: ~ey m~ins. 

The Commission's Hydraulic Branch staff advises that the 
additional well, ~0~it10nal storage, and upgrading of mains to ~e' 
financed by the SDWBA loan are necessary to provide ade~uate service 
to present customers. The staff further advises that since May 1981 
there have be~n is informal complaints to the Commission concerning 
low pressure and lack of water for up to five consecutive days • 
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The staff also advises that the State Depa~tment o~ Health 
Se~vices (Health Depa~tmcnt) iz extremely conce~ned aoout the 
system's potential health consequecces of low wate~ ?ressu~e ana lack 
o~ wate~. The staff states that the Health Depa~t=ent is opposed to 
any new connection$ unless there a~e other overriding health 
considerations such as custo~e~s taking se~vice r~om individual wells 
or springs. 2 

Because 3pplicant is p~esently receiving water fro: an 
inadequate and potentially hazardous untreated su~face source, ooth 
the staff and the Health Dc?a~tment favor granting an exemption for 
the house at 11105 Canyon Road, but are opposed to g~anting any 
~urther exemptionz. Pending completion o~ the system iroprove:ents to 
be financed by the SDWBA loan, they state that any new connections 
would only exacerbate the existing inadequate se~vice. 

As noted above, the moratorium was imposed fo~ many 
reasons,including inadequate wa~e~ sou~ces, inadequate and 
deteriorated mains, lack o~ maintenance, and inadequate sto~age 
~acilities While a SD~~A loan has oeen 3?prOVec ~o~ Downey to make 
the necessary improvemente to improve serVice, the evidence i5 t~at 
the system has not yet oeen imp~oved and is still ?lagued with 
inadequate well production, storage, and distribution ~acilit1es to 
p~ovide adequate service to existing customers. !hi~ is evidenced by 
the number of complaints for poo~ service received ~y the Commi3~ion 
this yea~. 

Based on the eviGence available we will accept the ztarr'z 
recommendation that for health considerations an exem?tion should oe 

2 7he Health Department notified Downey oy letter dated ~ove:ber 
12, 1981 that recu~ring wate~ outages in the Russian River systeo 
incicate an inad~quate supply and that in accordance with Section 
64568 and 64551 of Title 22, California Administrative Code, 
additional service connections could not be adced without the 
Department's specific app~oval of eac~ connection • 

- 3 -

I 



• 

• 

• 

A.60895 ALJ/ks * 

grantee to p~ovide service to applicant's re:idenc~ at "105 Canyon 
Roac anc that the request ~or an ex~mption for the adjacent vacant 
lot be cenied. A public hearing is ~ot neces~ary. 
Findings of Fact 

1. Applicant seeks to obtain water service for two lots on 
Canyon Road, Forestville, California. 

2. Applicant is presently living in an 800-sQuare-foot home 
which is too small for his growing family. 

3. A morato~ium limiting sc~vice to those presently being 
served was initiated by D.81621 dated July 24, 1973 in C.9076. 

4. Since the moratorium there have been six exem~t1on requests 
approved and eight requests denied. 

5. Water is now being supplied to applicant's residence by ~ 
gravity flow spring. 

6. The g~avity flow spring provides an inadequate supply of 
water to applicant and poses a potential health hazard • 

7. The~e are existing se~vice connections at applicant's lot 
at 11105 Canyon Road and the vacant lot next door, which he also owns. 

8. A SDWBA loan fo~ Russian River to renovate its system, 
including additional water supply, was approved by D.92061 dated July 
29, 1980. That deCision autho~ized a surcha~ge to existing rate~ to 
repay the principal and interest. 

9. The systeo improvements to be made with the SDWBA tunes 
will be monitored by the Commission staff. 

10. The coanection authorized should impose no burden on 
customers presently ~eceiving service from Russian River. 
Conclusion of Law 

As an exception for reasons of public health and safety to 
the provisions of Ordering Paragraph 4 of D.e1621 datec July 24, 1973 
in C.9076, as oodified by Ordering "Paragraph 2 or D.86471 dated 
October 5, 1976, Russian River shoulc be authorized to provide water 
service to applicant at applicant's residence at 1'105 Canyon Road, 
Forestville . 
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OB.12 E B. 
IT !S ORDERED that: 

1. An exemption to O~dering Paragraph 4 of D.81621 dated July . --.. 
24, 1913 in C.9016, as modi~ied by D.86411 dated Octobe~, 1976, is 
granted. James J. Downey, cOing business as Russian Rive~ Water 
Company, shall accept an application fro~ Greg M. Amoss to provide 
water service to the resid~nce at 11105 Canyon Road, :ore~tville, 

California. 
2. The application for an exemption to provide water service 

to the vacant lot next door to 11105 Canyon Road is denied. 
This order becomes effective 30 days from today. 
Dated 

California . 
___ ~~r~e~br~u~a~r~y~4~,~1~9~8~2~ ___ , at San FranCisco, 

JOHN E. BR:!SON 
President 

RICHARD D. GRAVELLE 
LEONARD M. GRIMES, JR. 
VICTOR CALVO 
PRISCILLA C. GREW 

Commissioners 

I CERT!!Y TK'T ':HIS DZCIS!ON 
~AS APPR(JJ"aJ 3Y ':HE ABOVE 
C~~SS!O~ TCDA~. 
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