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Decision -------

BEFORE THE PUBLIC u!ILI~IES CO~SSION OF !HE SIATE OF CAlIFOru\.tA 

OIl 70 

Investiga~ion on the Commission's » 
own motion to provide for a progr~' ) 
for the furnishing of the tele- ) 
communications devices to the deaf ) 
and severely hearing impaired to ) 
be implemented by each california ) 
telephone utility ) 

(Petition filed October 23. 1930) 

------------------------------) 
ORDER DIRECTING DISBu~~~ 

OF SURC~ PU~DS 16 D.E.A.F. tRUST 

By its motion filed January 25. 1982. staff ~oves the 
ComQission for an order directing the transfer of funds collected 
pursuant to the 15 cent monthly surcharge authorized in Decision 
(D.) 92603. for provision to persons ~th hearin~ i:oai~ent of 
telecommunications devices for the deaf (TDDs), to the Deaf 
Equipment Acquisition Fund Trust (D.E.A.F. Trust). 

Staff advises that the D.E.A.F. Trust authorized in D.93794 
was executed on December 30. 1981. Until funds collected by the 
telephone utilities are disbursed to the D.E.A.F. Trust. they cannot 
be expended for rei~bursement of the telephone utilities for 
their expenses in providing TDDs. Previously, we had ordered in 
D.93495 that all surcharge funds be held by the telephone utilities. 
accruing interest. until further order of the Co~ssion. The 
telephone utilities have now collected substantial amounts pursuant 
to the surcharge. in excess of $6 ~llion. These funds must be 
~isoursed to the D.E.A.F. T=ust to continue implementation of the 
'I'DD program. 

In order to insure that the D.E.A.F. Trust can immediately 
reimburse the Califo=nia Independent Telephone Association (CI!A) for 
its expenses implementing the TDD progr~, this order should b~ 
made effective today . 
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Findings of Fae~ 

1. The D.E.A.F. !rus~ authorized in D.93794 is now in 
existence. 

2. Under D.93495, a Commission order is required in order for 
~he telephone utilities to disburse funds collected pursuant to the 
15 cent monthly surcharge a~thorized in D.92603 to the D.E.A.F. Trust. 

3. Substantial amounts have been collected pursuant to the 
surcharge. which are now necessary for reimbursement of the telephone 
utilities for their expenses in impleoenting the TDD program. 

Conclusion of Law 

1. An order should issue directing the telephone utilities to 
disburse the surcharge funds collected pursuant to D.92603 to the 
D.E.A.F. Trust. 

ORDER 

!he telephone utilities collecting the 15 cent ~onthly 
surcharge authorized in D.92603 shall disburse all funds collected 
thereby, plus interest. if any, accrued under the te:ms of D.93495. 
to the D.E.A.F. Trust. 

!his order is effective ~oday. 
'f:.:dv Dated at San Francisco, California this day 

of !:fr~ • 1982. 


