Decision 82 03 020 March 2, 1982

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALI OdNIA

In the Matter of the Application

of PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY

for an order modifying CPUC Resolution

2~1013 to make it consistent with

CPUC General Order No. 95, Rule 5L.10.
: (Electric

Application CLO52
(Filed Novembver 12, 1981)
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By this application Pacific Gas and Electric Compaxn;
(PG&E) seeks an order modifying Resolution (Res.) 2-1013, issued
February 9, 1959, to make Rule 5L. 9-F£/of that Rez. consistent
with Rule 5L.IO-F,2 General Order (GO) 95, Rules for Cverasad
Electric Line Construction.

PG&E recuests that Res. 2-2013, Rule 5L.9-F he mocifiec
to read as follows:

Climbing Ssace in Rack Construction

a. The climding space in extended rack construc-
vion shall ve ma-dtalned through the level of
conductors supported in extendea rack con-
struction for a vertxcal distance of not less
than 4 feet above and oplow such conducetors.
The position of the climbing space .nrongn
the level of conductors in extended rack
cons:ruction shall be related to climoing
space for conductor levels above and below
such rack construction in accordance with
R’d-les SL 7"A 51#--0-:' 51#-‘1-‘, anc 9/- Lne
depth of the climbing space snall be measured
from the center line of the pole.

1/ Deviation from GO 95, rack construction rule suthorized for PGEE's
extended rack construction, 0-750 wvolts.

2/ Rule for multiconductdér cable with dare neutral, 0~750 volts.
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Y. Dimensions: The dimensions of the climbing
space shall be 30 inches square and shall be
provided on one side of the pole with the
extremities of such width equidistant froz
the center line of pole. On poles on which
transformers are pole~bolted in line with
primary conductors, & 30-inch square climbing
space shall be provided.

c. With Conductors Dead-ended anc on Corner
Poles: On poles with the extended rack
conductors ceadended and on ¢orner poles,

a 30~inch climdbing space shall be provided
in one quadrant or on one side of the pole.
Suitably protected vertical runs or risers
and ground wires attached to the surface of
poles, and guys, are allowed in climbing
spaces provided that no more than one guy
or one vertical riser, run, or ground wire

. is installed in any four-foot vertical
section of climbing space. The terminals
or terminal fittings of risers shsall not
be installed within clizbing spaces.

Background
GO 95, Rule 5L.9 specifies statewide rules for normal
rack construction for low voltage conductors. It requires conductors
to be a minimuxr of 2.5 inches out fror the surface of the pole.
It requires a climbing space with a 30-inch depth, and 3 width of
S inches plus the pole diasmeter at the center line of the pole
and 38 inches at the 30-inck depth dimension.
Res. E-1013 authorized PG&E 10 deviate from the GO 95,
Rule 54.9 provisions for low voltage extended rack coanstruction.
The deviation requires that extended rack conductors have a minimuwm
¢learance of 15 inches from tne center line of the pole. It requires
a 30=-inch square climbing space on one side or face of the pole,
with the center line of the pole approximately midway on one side
of the climbing space.
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On January 2, 1962 Rule 54L.10, Low Voltage Multiconductor
Cable With Bare Neutral 0~-750 Volts was added to GO 95. The
climding space provisions of Rule 54.10 require 30-inch square
climbing space on one side of the pole,or in special cases, it
may be in one quadrant of the pole.
Discussion

PGEE slleges that the provesal will reconcile the
inconsistent climbing space requirexents associated with conductors
installed in extended rack configurations and multiconductor cadle
construction when dboth configurations are located oz the same pole
at approximately the same level.

Under Rule 54.9-F, Res. E~1013, a climding space of
30 inches sguare must be provided on one side or face of the
pole with the center line of the pole approximately midway on
one side of the climbing space. Under GO 95, Rule 54.10-F, a
30<inch ¢limbing space is also required on one side or in special
cases it may be in one gquadrant.

In many portions of PGEE's service area, both extended
rack construction and multiconductor ¢able occur on the same pole
at approximately the same level. In these instances, the discrepancy
in clixbing space requirements creates the need to modify poles
to provide the required climbing spaces. PGEE states that this
work and expense 1is unnecessary and could be avoided by making
the climbing space requirement of Res. E-1013, Rule 5L.9-F
consistent with the climbing space requirement of Rule 54.10-F.

PG&E submitted the proposed modification to Res. E~1013
to the Internationsl Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Locsl 1245
representing PG&E's linemen and to The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph
Company, Jjoint pole owner with PGEZ. No protests have been received.
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The proposed modification will make the two rules similar,
and will provide adequate climbing space and safety. The proposal
is ressonadble and with minor editing is adopted.

Fndings of Fact

l. The proposal will make the climbing space requirement
similar through low voltage extenced rack construction and multi~
conductor cable construction when located on the same pole.

2. The proposal will provide adequate climbing space and
safety, and is ressonsble.

3. A pudblic¢c hearing is not necessary.

Conclusion of law
We conclude that Res. E-1013, Rule 54.9-F should be
. modified as set forth in the following order.

IT IS ORDERED that Resolution E-~1013, Rule 54.9=F

is modified to read as set forth in Appendix A attached to this
order.

This order becomes effective 30 days from today.
Dated MAR 2182 , at San Fraancisco, California.

JOUN E. BRYSON
President
RICHALD D. CRAVELLE
LEONARD M. CRIMES, TR
VICTOR CALVO
PRISCILLA C. GREW
Commissioners
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APPENDIX A

Modification To Resolution 2-1017

Rele 5L.9-F.. Climbing Space in Rack Construction

da

The climbing space in extenced rack construc—
ion shall bde maintained through the level of
conauctors supported in extenced racxk consiruc-

vion and for a wvertical distance of not less
than L feet ashbove and below such conductors.
The position of the climbing space througn tac
level of conductors in exicncded rack construc-
tion shall be related t¢ climbing space for
conductor levels above anc pelow sugh rack
construgtion in accordance with Rules 5L.7-A,
5L.10-F, 5L.11-F, and 93. The cdenth of zhe
¢limbing space shall be measured fror the
center line ol the oole.

Dimensions: The <Cimensions of tae climbing
space shall be 30 incnes sqguore, 2nd shall Te
proviced on one side of the pole witn the
extrenities of such width ecuidistant {rom
the center line ol pole. n poles on which
transformers are pole-bolied in line with
primary conductors, a 30-inc¢h scuare climbing
Space shall be provicec.

Wwith Conductors Dead-endec and on Corner Poles:
Cn poles with the extended rack conduclors
dead~ended axnd on corner poles, 3 20~inen
climbing space shall be provicded in one cuadrant
or on one side of the pole. Suitably orotected
vertical runs or risers and ground wires attached
to the surface of poles, and guys, are allowec
in climbing spaces proviced That no more than
one guy oOr one vertical riser, run, or ground
wire is installed in any L~fo0t vertical
section of climbing space. The terminals or
terminal fittings of risers or runs shall not

be installed within c¢limbing spaces.

( END OF APPENDIL A)




