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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTI!..!TlES CO!~~ISSION OF TH£ STATZ OF CAL:FO&V!A 

In the Matter of the Ap~lication 
of PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COM?A~~ 
for an order modifying CPUC Resolution 
&-1013 to ~ke it eonsist~nt with 
C?UC General Order No. 95, Rul~ 54.10. 
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A?plicat~on ~l052 
(Filed Nove~~er 12, 1981) 

---------------------------------) 
OPINICN ----......,--

By this ~pp:ication Pacific G0Z and Electric Co~p3ni 
(PC&E) seeks an order modi~ying Resolution (Res.) E-1013, iss~ee 

February 9, 1959, to ~ke Rule 5~.9-;lIo! th~t R0S. consistent 
with Rule 54.l0-F,a1 General Order (GO) 95. Rule$ !or Cverh~3d 
Electric line Construction • 

PG&E r~quests that Re~. 3-2013. Rule 54-9-: b~ =oci~iea 
to read as follows: 

11 
2/ -

Climbing S~ace in Rack Construc~ion 
a. The climbing space i~ extcn~~d rack co~struc

tion shall be mnintainec th~ough the level of 
conduct.ors support.ed in ex'tc~dca ~J'Jck con- .J 
struction for.) vC'rtic.)l di:;t':-Incc' o[ not lC'~~ 
th3n 4. teet above a~d oelo ... ! such conductors. 
T~e ?Osition of the cli:bing space t.hrough 
~ne level of conduc~ors in extended r~ck 
construction shall be related to climbing 
space ~or conductor lev~ls above and below 
such rack construction in accordance wi'th 
Rules 54.7-A, 5.£...::'0-F, 54.1l-F', ana 93. The 
d t 'l"l ~ .. h ,. b' . l' . . ep ... 0... .., e C.l:n long s,?ace sn~ .. oe :r:t9asurec. 
fro= tne center line of the pole. 

Deviation £ro= GO 95, rack cons~ruction rule 3uthorized for PG&E's 
extended raek construction, 0-750 vol'ts. 
Rule tor :::ul ticondt:.ctO:-- c.;.ole i-\'ith -:Jare neut.ral, 0-750 volts. 
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b. Dimensions: Tne dimensions or the cl1=bing 
space shall be 30 inches square and shall De 
provi~ed on one side of the pole with the 
extremities of such width equidistant froe 
the center line of pole. On poles on which 
transformers are pole-bolted in line with 
primary conductors, a 30-inch square climbing 
space shall be provided. 

c. With Conductors Dead-ended and on Corner 
Poles: On poles with the extended rack 
conductors deadended and on corner poles, 

Background 

a 30-inch climbing space shall be provided 
in one quadrant or on one side of the pole. 
Suitably protected vertical runs or risers 
and ground wires attached to the surface of 
poles, and guys, are allowed in climbing 
spaces provided that no more than one guy 
or one vertical riser, ~~or ground ~e 
is installed in any ~our-£oot vertical 
section or climbing space. The terminals 
or terminal fittings or risers shall not 
be installed within cl~bing spaces. 

GO 95, Rule 54.9 specifies statewide rules for normal 
rack construction for low voltage conductors. It requires conductors 
to be a minimum of 2.5 inches out froe the surface or the pole. 
It requires a climbing s?Qce with a ,a-inch depth, and 8 ~dth of 
5 inches plus the pole diameter at the center l~e or the pole 
and 38 inches a~ the 30-ineh depth dioension. 

Res. E-1013 authorized PG&E to deviate from the GO 95, 
Rule 54.9 provisions for low voltage extended rack construction. 
!he deviation requires that extended rack conductors have a minimum 
clearance or l5 inches from tne center line o! the pole. It requires 
a ;O-inCh square climbing space on one side or ~aee o~ the pole, 
with the center line or the pole approximately midway on one side 
or the climbing space • 
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On January 2, 1962 Rule ;4.10, Low Voltage V~ticonductor 
Cable With Bare Neutral 0-750 Volts ~s added to GO 9;. T.ne 
climbing space provisions or Rule 54.10 require 30-inch square 
climbing space on one side of the pole,or in special cases, it 
may be in one quadrant or the pole. 
Discussion 

PG&E alleges that the prO?Qsal ~l reconclle the 
inconsistent climbing space requirements associated ~th conductors 
installed in extended rack configurations and multiconductor cable 
construction wnen both configurations are located on the same pole 
at approximately the same level. 

Under Rule 54.9-F, Res. E-10l;, a climbing space of 
30 inches square must be provided on one side or face or the 
pole with the center line of the pole approximately midway on 
one side of the cl~bing space. Under GO 95, Rule 54.l0-F, a 
30-inch climbing space is also required on one side or in special 
cases it may be in one quadrant. 

In many portions of PG&E's service area, both extended. 
rack construction and ~ticonduc~r cable occur on the same pole 
at approximately the same level. In thes~ instances, the discrepancy 
in climbing space requirements creates the need to mod.i!y poles 
to provid.e the required climbing spaces. PG&E states that ~h1s 
work and. expense is unnecessary and could ~ avoided by mak1ng 
the climbing space requirement of Res. E-1013, Rule 54.9-F 
consistent ~~th the climbing space requirement or Rule 54.l0-F. 

PG&E submitte~ the ?roposed ~di!ication to Res. E-1013 
to the International Brotherhood of El~ctrical Workers, Local 124; 
representing PG&£'s linemen and to The Pacific Telephone and Tele~aph 
Company, joint pole owner with PG&E. No ~rotests have been received • 
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The proposed modification will make the ~wo rules sjm~Jar, 
and will provide adequate climbing space and safety. The proposal 
is re4sonable and with minor editing is adopted. 
Findings of Fact 

1. The proposal will make the climbing space requirement 
similar through low voltage extended rack construction and ~ti
conductor cable construction when located on the same pole. 

2. The proposal will provide adequate climbing space and 
safety, and is reasonable. 

3. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Conclusion of Law 

We conclude that Res. E-1013, Rule 54.9-F should be 
modified as set forth in the following order. 

o R D E R -,-.---
IT IS ORDERED that Resolution E-10l:3, Rule 54.9-: 

is modified to read as set forth in Appendix A attached to this 
order. 

This order becomes effective 30 days from today. 
Dated ~.A.~ 21952 , at. San Francisco" California. 

JOH~ E. BRYSO~ 
Prell;Q(Y.lt 

IUCHA~J) D. eM \,'E1.l.E 

LEON/\,to'U) M. ClUME$. JR. 
V1C"rOR C.1tJ.. VO 
PAlSCIT .. LA C GK£W 

Cotn::ni,,~ioDers 

I CE2'!'!::'Y--'r?A'!-.J"1f!S DEC!SIO!; 
WAS A'P'7J.O"lr'ED' ·J3.Y -~i1E:. ABCNE 
c~ass::::~~ T~!.Y, 
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APPBNDlX A 

Y~dific~~ion To Resvlu~ion E-I011 

Rule 5~.9-F.: Climbin~ Sn~cp in &~ck Construction 
3. The climbing spoce in ~xt~nced rack construc

tion sh~ll be ~~i~tained ~hrough the level o! 
conductors supported in extence~ rack construc
tion ~nd for a vertical distance of not less 
than ~ feet ~bov~ and below such con~uctors. 
The poSition of the climbing z?~ce througn the 
level of conductor~ in extcnced rack cons~r~c-

• <-",p",' , t..J... ..... .r' 
t~on w.~_. oe re_a e~ ¥C c.~:.o~ng space .or 
conductor levels above anc below such rack 
construction in accord~nce ~~th Ru!~s 54.7-A, 
5L.10-7, 54.11-:, ~nd 93. T.~e e~pth of the 
climbing s~ace shall be :.~a~ur~d fro~ the 

i · .. center 1 ne OA the pole • 
b. Dimensions: Tne ci:.ensionc of th~ cl~bing 

s~acc sr~ll be 30 incnes sou~re, ~n~ sholl be 
~rovided on one side of th~ ~le witn ~he 
extre:.ities of such wicth ecuidist~nt fro:. 
the center line o! ~le. ori ~les on which 
trans!or~ers are ~ie~bolted i~ l~ne with 
pricary conductors, a 30-i~ch squa~c climbing 
space shall be ?roviced. 

c. With Conductors Dead.-ended D.~d. on Co~ner Poles: 
Cn poles with the exten~ed rac~ conduc~ors 
dead-ended a~d on corner poles, n 30-incn 
clicb~~g s?~ce shall be ~rovided in one ~uOdrant 
or on one side of the pole. Suitobly ?rotected 
vertical ~~ns or risers and ground wires ottached 
to the sur!ace of poles, a~c guys, are allowea 
in cli~bing spac~s provicec ~hat no ruore than 
one g'J.y or O!'le vertical riser. rur .. or ground 
wire is installed in any ~-!oot vertical 
section of cli~bing space. The terminals or 
terminal fittings of ris~rs or runs snall not 
be installed within climbing sp2ce~. 

( END OF A?PENDIX A) 
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