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T/TJ/FS/'v1PSC TD-26 

Decision sz 0-:- ~ C.,. OJ _ _ 

-----
BEfORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMXISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO~~IA 

In ~he Ma~~er of ~he A??lica~ion ) 
of ~he Ci~y of Fullerton for an ) 
Order Authorizing the Construction ) 
of an Underpass Grade Crossin~ in ) 
lieu of the Existing Surface Grade) Application 61163 
Crossing over !HE ATCHISON. TOPEKA) (Filed Decern~er 30. 1981) 
& SANTA FE RAILwAY CO~P~~Y tracks ) 
a~ GILBERT STREET in ~he Ci~y of ) 
Fullerton ) 

----------------------------) 
o PIN ION 

The City (City) of Fullerton requests authority to 

construct Gilbert Street at separated grades under the traCKS of 

The Atchison. Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Co~?any's (AT&SF) main 

line in Fullerton. Orange County. 

City also requests autho~ity to construct a te~~ora~y 

detour grade crossin~ easterly of the existing Gilbert Street grade 

crossing for use while cons~ruction of ~he grade separation 

s~ructure is underway. In addition. a ~eoporary shoofly of the 

railroad's two main line ~racks and one spur ~rack will be required 

for approxima~ely one year to facilitate excavation and earthwork 

removal at the project site. 

!he priority lis~ of grade separation projects for fiscal 

year 1981-82, as set forth in Decision 93160, dated June 2, 1981, 

shows this project as Priority No. 28 • 
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City is the lead agency for the project under the 

California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 

Puolic Resources Code Sections 2100 et seq. After pre?aration 

and review of an Environmental Impact Report, City approved the 

project. On Nov~ber 13, 1981, a NOtice of Determination was filed 

with the Orange County Clerk which found that the City Council 0: 
Fullerton approved the ~~vironmental I~pact Report prepared on 

AugUSt 1981 and certified it as complete. A Notice of Completion 

was filed with the Secretary for Resources on Sept~ber 10, 1981. 

The Commission is a responsiole agency for this project 

under CEQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead 

agency's Final Environmental I~pact Report. !he site of the 

proposed project has been ~nspected by th~ Co~mission staff. 

The project will replace the existing Gilbert Street 

grade crOSSing with an underpass that will accom~odate two travel 

lanes in each direction. Construction of the underpass will reduce 

vehicular traffic delay and i~prove the safety of railroad o?~ra­

tions. Land use in the area is prinCipally light industrial. 

Notice of the application was published in the 

Commission's Daily Calendar on January 5, 1982. No protests have 

been received. A public hearing is not necessary • 
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Findings of Fact 

1. City requests authority under Public Utilities Code 

Sections 1201-1205 to construct Gilbert Street at separated grades 

under the tracks of A!&SF's ~ain line in Full~rton. Orange County. 

2. Construction of the Gilbert Street underpass requires 

that a temporary detour grade crossing be constructed easterly 0: 
the existing Gilbert Street grade crossing to provide for vehic~lar 

traffic Circulation in the western portion of the city. 

3. Railroad operations require t~porary construction of 

shoofly trac~s south of the A!&~F's existing operating right-o:-N3Y 

during the construction of the railroad bridge structure • 

4. Public safety requires that protection at the t~?orary 

detour crossing be twO Standard No. 9 au:o~atic gate-type signals 

(General Order 75-C). 

5. Construction of the Gilbert Street underpass is required 

to reduce vehicular traffic delay and improve safety for ~ailroad 

operations. 

6. Pub~ic convenience and necessity require construction of 

thp. Gilbert Street underpass. 

7. Applicant is the lead agency for this project under CEQA. 

as amended • 
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8. The Commission is a responsible agency for ~his project 

and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's 

Final Environmental Impact Report. 

9. The project will have no significant iopact on the 

environment. 

Co~clusio~ 0: Law 

The application should be granted as set forth in the 

followin~ order. 

o R D Eo R 

1. !he City of Fuller:o~ (Ci:y) is authorized :0 construct 

Gil~er: Street at separated grades under the tracks 0: !he 

• A:chiso~, topcka and Santa Fe Railway Co~?any's (A!&SF) ~ain line 

in Fullerton, Orange County. at the location and substantially as 

shown by the plans attached to the ~pplica:ion. to be identified as 

Crossin; 2-162.4-5. 

2. City is authorized to construct a temporary detour grade 

crOSSing for use during construction of the railroad bridge struc-

ture. at the location and substa~tially as shown by the ?lans 

attached to the application. to be identified as Crossing 

3. Protection at the temporary detour crossing shall be 

two Standard No. 9 automatic gate-type signals (General -Order 

No. 7S-C). 
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4. Upon com~le~ion of ~he underpass and i~s opening ~o 

vehicular ~raffic, ~he exis~ing Gilbert S~ree~ grade crossing 

(Crossing 2-162.4) a~c the ~~?orary detou~ grade crossing 

(Crossing 2-162.41) shall be closed and ?hysically removed. 

5. Clearances shall be in accorda~ce with Gene~al Order 

26-D, walkways shall conform to General Order 118. 

6. Cons~ruction and rnain~enance costs shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement ~o be ente~ed into among the parties. 

A copy of the agreement. together with ?lans of ~he crossin; 

approved by At&SF. shall be filed with ~he Co~roission prior ~o 

com~encing construction.' Should the parties fail ~o agree. the 

~ Co~~ission will apportion the costs 0: construction and ~ain:enancc 
by ~urther order. 

7. Wi~hin 30 days af~er co~?letion. under ~his order. 

applicant shall advise the Coo~ission in writing. 

,~ 
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This au~horiza~ion shall ex?ire if not exercised wi~hin 

three years unless time is ex~ended or if the above condi~ions 

are not complied with. Au~horiza~ion may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience, necessity. or safety so require. 

This order becomes effective 30 days fro~ today_ 

Dated ______ M_~_R __ 16~~~ ____ ~ at San Francisco, Califor~ia. 

JOH~ e. nRYSO~ 
?r~d~nt 

mC{A~D D Cl:\A YELLE 
U·:Oi\!.~D M CRl.\1ES., JR. 
V;C:O!\ CAl .. VO 
PrusCiLl.A c. C:>.E\V 

Comtni5:..ionm 


