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In the matter of application of 
WALl'ER P. BENlUCKSEN, c1ba. WAI.T'S 
CCHomTE SERVICE,. for ·the authority 
to :increase cOIDDIIlter passenger 
rates. 

Application 82-04-39' 
(Filed April 19', -1982) 

.Q.t!!!!.Q1! 
Walter P. Henricksen (applicant), dba Walt's Commute Serv1ce~ 

i8 a passenger stage corporation (PSC-8Sl) engaged tn a bcme-to-work 
service between various Sonoma County residential camm1Dities and 
the United States Naval Shipyard at Mare Island: (ValleJo). The 

"nice consists of 4 routes, with one-way distances of between 26· 
and 4S miles • 

Applicant seeks authority to mcrease passenger stage fares 
as follows: 

Weelcly Fares Between Present Authorized IDcrea.se 
Mare Island and: WeeklIFarea WeekI!: Fares 

Sebastopol $11.00 $lS.00: 
Healdsburg 11 .. 00 15·.00 
W1Ddaor 11.00· IS.00 
Santa :ROA U.OO. lS.~OO; . 
Cotati 10.00- 14~00 

Penngrove 10'~OO 14.00' 
Pet&1\11D8. 10.00 14.00~ 
Da:l.l,.. Fare (all routes) 2.50· 3.50·· 

Applicant'. fares were e.tabli8hed~ by Decision 88625 . dated' 

March 21, 1978 in Application 57813. 
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Applicant alleges that the requested fare increases are 
necessary to offset increases in operating costs. As shown in the 
application~ applicant's operations for the period ending December 31, 
1981 were conducted at a loss of $1,237, as represented by an 
operating :ratio before taxes of 101%. V 

The fo11m-.~g table sets forth the results of our 
T:rmlS',PO:rta.tion Division staff's engineering economics study of 
applicant's service under present and proposed fares for a test year 

ending .June 30, 1983. The predicted revenues generated by the 
proposed. fares allow for diminut.ion ch.1.e to the mcreued fares. 

Revenues 

Expenses 

Oper&tintt Incane Before 
Income Taxes 

Opera'tillg Ratio Before 
Income Taxes 

Test Year E.l1dinst Jtme 30, 1983-
Present Fares Proposed Fares 

$71,900 $100,469' 
37 260 , -

-(15,360-) 

12110. 

(Red Figure) 

87,260 

13,209 

87$ 

As indicated by the above table, applicant' s operating 

income in the test year under the present fareIJ will be a loss of ' 
$15,360 with an operating. ratio of. 121%. The proposed· fares will 
result in an amma.l gross revenue increase of $28;~569, a profit of 

I, ,. 

'I' 
I, ~ 

$13,209 \lith an operating ratio of 87$. '" 0; 
The CODDissiOll notified affecteci public transit district ;:( 

operators and pJaxming agencies 0;£ the application UDder Public 
Utilities Code Sections 730.3, and 730.5. No responses- were received. " 
Findi:Bgs:'c;f Fact· .. '· . 

• 
.. 1. -'. Applicant seeks to increase passenger far~s to offset 

increased operating expenses. , ' 
.~ " , 

2. As shown above. applicant's operations in the teat year If-

will ~ calclucted at a loss of $15.360 unclerpresent fares. v, ,V' 
~ . 
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3. The requested fare increase will result in additional 
amrual g.ross revenues of $28,569 with an operating ratio- of 87$ ./' 
after taxes. 

4. The requested fare increase is necessar,y to' offset increased 
operating e~~nses and to ensure applicant's conttDued operations. 

5. The requested faxe inCZ'ease is' justified'. 
6. No pro'tests bave been received, and a public hearing is 

not necessa%y. 
7 • Since the fare inCZ'ease is neceasaxy to. ensure applicant's 

contitDled operations, the effective date of this order should; be 
the date of sigr.aaturc. 

Conclusion of Law 

The inaeased fares are just and reasonable. 

o R D E R. - ~ ---
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Walter P. HellX'icksen, doing business as Walt's Commute 
Service, is authorized to establish the increased fares proposed in 

A.82-04-39. tariffs- shall be filed not earlier thaD the effective 
date of this order. They may go into effect five days or more after. 
the effective date of this order on not less than five days' notice 
to the Commission and to the public. 

2. The authority shall expire' unles8 exercised within 90 
days after the e±:fective date of this ordpr. 

. . . 
• 

j,.. ... 
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3. In addition to posting and fil:f.Jlg tariffs, applicant 
sball post a printed explanation of his fares :in his buses and 
temiM]s. the notice sball be posted at least five days before 
the effective date of the fare changes and shall rema:i:n . posted' for at 
least 30 c:Jays. 

this order is effective today. 
Dated JUN 21982 , at San Francisco, califomia. 

JO:.!.'] £; BRYSON 
. PreSident 

mCI-!f.RD ,D. WtAVELLE 
LC:O~t\.RD·._MC;m.l.ES~,JR. 
VICTOP.; C.GJ.. Vo­
PRISCILLA, C CREW 

Com.rM:iio~: 


