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Decision 82 07 OS9 !JUL 7 -1982 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of SCOT! BAUHOFER an<1 MARl GOOCH- ) 
BAUHOFER for a certificate of ) 
public convenience and necessity ) 
authorizing the applicants to ) 
operate a passenger stage service,) 
with sightseeing tours available ) 
on a per capita basis between ) 
points in Alameda, San FranCisco, ) 
and Sonoma counties. ) 

-----------------------------) 

Applic-ation 82-03-48' 
(Filed March , 2 ,. , 98·2) 

INTERIM OPINION 

Scott Bauhofer and Mari Gooch-Baunofer request a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity under Public 
Utilities Code § 103' to conduct sightseeing tour operations • 

Applicants are partners and will operate as Vintage Tours. 
Applicants will provide one basic tour and a shorter variation as an 
alternate on Saturdays and Sund.ays only. The tours will be expanded 
to the rest of the week as business develops. Applicants t financial 
statement attached to the application shows a net worth of $3,14 t OOO. 

The on-call service will require that reservations be made 
in advance. Passengers will then be picked up at hotels in San 
FranciSCO, Oakland,. and Berkeley, to be transported on a tour of two 
wineries and to pOints of interest in Sonoma. The ba'sic tour will 
start pickups at 8:45 a.m. and end about 6:00 p.m. The alternate 
tour will start at 8:45 a.m. and conclude about 3:00 p.m., for those 
on a tighter schedule. Applicants will inaugurate service with a 
nine-passenger (including driver) Volkswagen Vanagon L, to be 
operated under a lease agreement • 
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A.S2-03-48 ALJ/jn * 

Applic~nts will cha~ge $40.00 pc~ pC~30n for the regul~~ 
tou~ and $36.00 fo~ the shorter va~iation. The r~~es a~c based on a 
minimum of fou~ pas$enge~s pe~ scheauJ.e. Introductory fares of 
$27.50 and $25.00 will be cha~ged du~ing the first month that service 
is provided if tours transport a minimum of six passenge~s. 

It is alleged that applicants· tou~s will transport eight 
people to So~oma fo~ sightseeing and a leisurely lunch. Other 
operators will transport more people and visit numerous points of 
interest on each tour. Applicants are experienced in business 
management and public ~elations. They have traveled allover the 
world and have tried tours in many areas. Their experience will 
benefit the passengers on the Sonoma tours. 

Applicants served copies of the applications on five 
carriers who will be competing with:, the p~.Qposed service, in ad.di,tion 
to nine state, county, and municipal agencies. The filing of the 
application was also published in the Commissionts Daily Calendar on 
Ma!"'ch 16, 1982. 

The application was protested by O'Connor Limousine Service 
(O'Conno~). O'Connor is a p~ssenger stage corporation operating 
Sightseeing tou!"'s out of San Francisco to Carmel, Muir Woods, and the 
Napa/Sono::a wine country, as well as a San Francisco city tour. It 
is alleged that applicants' proposed A and B tours will conflict with 
O'Connor's service to Sonoma and the wine country. It is further 
alleged that the area is already sc~ved by several qualified 
operators and another passenger carrier is not needed. 
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In Decision (D.) 93726 in Application 59818 et al. issued 
November 13, 1981, we found that sightseeing-tour service over a loop 
is not that or a passenger stage corporation. However, the portion 
of that decision complet~ly eliminating our regulation over 
sightseeing-tour carriers will not become effective until after 
judicial review. We announced in D.93726 that during this 
transitional period we would grant ,pending applications ex parte with 
temporary operating authority upon a showing that applicant has 
adequate public liability insurance. Accordingly, we will grant this 
application. Scott Bauhofer and Mari Gooch-Bauhofer must file 
evidence of the required minimum insurance coverage set by Ceneral 
Order 101 before operations begin. 
~indings of Fact 

1. Applicants have the ability, experience, and financial. 
resource$ to perform the proposed service. 

2. There is a public demand for the proposed service. 
• 3. The pro~osed operation is sightseeing-to~r service over a 

• 

loop. 

4. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 
that the activity in Question may havc a significant effect on the 
environment. 
Conclusion of Law 

Te~porary operating authority should be granted. The 
liability insurance rCQuired by General Order 101 must be in effect 
before operations begin. This order will be effective tOday sinc-e 
there is need for the proposed $ervice. 
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A.82-03-48 ALJ/jn * * 

Only the amount paid to the State for operative rights may 
be u5ed in rate fixing. The State may grant any number of rights and 
may ea~cel or mOdify the monopoly feature of these rights at any 
time. 

INTERIM ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Scott Bauhofer and Mari Gooch-Bauhofer are granted a 

temPQrary certificate of p,,;olic convenience and nece:n-;ity to operate 
a 5ightsee:ng-tour service over the routes proposed in the 
application until further order of the Commission and are assigned 
Passenger Stage Corporation PSC 1228. A permanent certificate 
prepared by this Commission m~y be issued by a final order. 

2. Applicants shall: -
a. File a written acceptance of this 

authority within 30 days after this 
order is effective • 

b. Establish the authorized service 
and file tariffs and timetables 
within 120 days after this order is 
effective. 

c. State in their tariffs and 
timetables when service will start: 
allow at least 10 days' notice to 
the Commission; and make timetables 
and tariffs effective 10 or more 
days afte~ this order is 
effective. 

d. Comply with General Orders Series 
79, 98, '0', and 104, and the 
Californ~a Highway Patrol safety 
rules • 
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A.82-03-48 ALJ/jn 

e. Maintain accounting records in 
conformity with the Uniform System 
of Accounts. 

This order or ef1§SZive today. 
Dated J , at San Francisco, california. 
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mCHARD O. Cllt\VELLE 
::..EO~!Aa:~~;M~ CRIMES. ]It 
vIC"rO~ ·Cj.LVO 
r-'RISCILLA:'e CREW 

CmUnis.'ioncrs 
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/ Applicants will charge $40.00 per person for the regular 
I 

tour and. $36.00 for the shorter variation. The fares ay based on a 
minimum of four passengers per schedule. Introductor'l'_fares o·f 
$27.50 and $25.00 will be charged during the first. month that service 

~ / 
is provid.ed if tours transport a minimum of sixias engers .. 

It is alleged that applicants' tours wi transport eight 
people to Sonoma for sightseeing and a leisurel lunch. Other 
operators will transport more people and viSiinumerous pOints of 
interest on each tour. Applicants are exper~enced in business 
management and public relations. They have/traveled allover the 
world a~d have tried tours in many areas} Their experience will 
benefit the passengers on the Sonoma to~s. . 

I 
Applicants served copies of ~he applications on five 

/ carriers who will be competing with tbe proposed service, in addition 
/ 

to nine state, county, and municipal ;agenCies. The filing of the 
application was also published in tht Commiss-ion's Daily Calendar o·n 
March 16, 1982. /. 

The application was protested by O'Connor Limousine Service 
(O'Connor). O'Connor is a passenJer stage corporation operating 
sightseeing tours out of San Francisco to Carmel, Muir Woods, and the 
Napa/Sonoma wine country, as well as a San Francisco cit.y tour. It 
is alleged that applicants' proposed A and B tours will conflict with 
O'Connor's service to Sonoma and the wine country. It is further 
alleged that the area is already served by several qualified 

9 operators and another passenge~ carrier is not. needed • 

• 
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In Decision CD .. ) 93726 in Application 5,9818 et al. issued 
November '3~ '98'~ we found that sightseeing-tour service over a loop 
is not that of a passenger stage corporation. However, the portion 

/ of that decision completely eliminating our regulation over 
/ 

sightseeing-tour carriers will not become effective until after 
/ 

judicial review. We announced in DO'93726 that during this 
transitional period we would grant. penaing apPlicat'fons ex parte with 
temporary operating authority upon a showing that/apPlicant has 
adequate public liability insurance.. AcCOrding/y., we will grant. this 
application. Scott Bauhofer and Mari GOOCh-Balhofer must file 
evidence of the required minimum insurance c~erage set by General 
Order 101 before operations begin. / 
Findings of Fact 

1. Applicants have the ability, e~erience, and financial 
resources to perform the proposed servi~. 

2. There is a public demand for/the proposed service. 
3. The proposed operation is sightseeing-tour service o·ver a 

loop. t 
4, It can be seen with certa nty that there is no possibility 

that the activity in question may I ave a significant effect on the 
environment • 

., 5.. No Pl0teSts ha:v-e-eteen flIed:-
Conclusion of Law 

Temporary operating authority should be granted. The 
liability insurance required by General Order 101 must be in effect 
be~ore operations begin. This order will be effective today since 
there is need for the proposed service.· 
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Only the ~mount p~id to the St~te for op0rative rights may 

be u~cd in rate fixing. The Stat~ moy gr~nt any number of rights and 
:nay cancel or modify the monopoly i'.::.lt.ur,) 0f thcnc: r'ieht.~ ':It. any 

time. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
,. Scott Bauhofer and Mari GOOCh-~3uhor.r are granted a 

temporary certificate of public convenience operate 

!"opo::CC in the a sightseeing-tour servi~e over the route:: 

application until further order of the 
Passenger Stage Corporation PSC 1228. 

~~ 
i5sion 8nd ~~ssigned 

ermanent certificate 

prepared by this Commission may by a fin~l ordcr~ 

2. Applica~ts shall: 
o. File a written accept~n e of this 

authority within 30 d~ z after this 
order is effective . 

b. Establish the author'~cd ~ervice 
and file tarifrs and ~imetnb10o 
within 120 days aft r thi~ vrd~r is 
effective. 

c. St.;:-ite in their t.:,:u"iff'~1 ::lnd·· 
timetable: when s~~vicc will start; 
allow .:l t leas t 10/ d::.lYs' no t. .i.c'c~ to . 
the Commi~sion; ~nd make timetables 
and tariffs ~ffcctive iO or more 
d~vs .:lfter this b~de!" is 
eff~ctive~ I 

c. Com?ly with Ceneral Ordets S~rics 
79~ 98~ 101, and 104, and th(~ 
Califo~ni~ Highw~y Pntrol s8fcty 
rules . 


