
• 

• 

• 

,. 

l)(>cision 82 OS 080 AUG 1 8 1982 

1l"lv~:.;tigation lJy the Puflic Ut.'i1i':t.ics" )" ':' :,':~.;'),::,:,,':. (',:'~, 

Commi~sioni:"lto i nt<~'l"ldcdr>ro'JrJn'ls.for·' ') ." ,)', : 
the- sales, l~.:lsing, !n::':.J.llat,i<J~1ane,) , " '", 
related s~rviein~ of sol~r d~viccs',' ) 
by S.;!:". ::Iiego G~s' & Elcct::,i: Comi?~n'y,' ) . " , ,OI'l.lJ" 
Souther:"! Cali Lorn ia ~.:'IsCom?~ny,:, ::' "')" (~il~,(,)'!~f7}1':\~> 19'7 S) 
P~cific G')s.and Electric Comp~nvp ) 
Southern Cali[crr.i;;'Edi5oricomp~rIY" }-:..~:".:.' ,::':",': 
Pacific 'Po .... ·er ~ndLiCJht Comp.ln:r,. " )::,-. - ',' ',),:. ", 
Southwe~t Ca~ Co:,po:~tion and C~liforr.i~.) 
Pilciiic Utilitic-c' C·o:-n\"c~rl\'.·- . ) .-

.' . ." .".-
t.>:' ., 

C.:Iliio:'ni.:l C.:Imp.::ic;n' for' Econ:omic·· - , I"' i~. • .• ", 

~. ,1\ .' .. "' \j 

Democr.:lcy~ 
~ompl;)in.:!lnt, , .~ ';~':. . ':; " C~ ;~::{O:~i~7 . 

• ." "1 ) :; .' -( 'f'i-l'cd\.' :~1.)'r C,h:,' :1,3\, 197 e) 
..•.... 

, :: ) ,~, c> ,~.' J .••• ,,~ • • .,:: ~.: ... ~ •• :.": t l ' (. t.,..'t 

" 

$<)uth'e-r n C..:.l if or r.'i a . G~c <'·I)l1'1p.:tny; 

. .~ ~ ',., -' ~' : .• :. \.- .:..\ '. :J'~ :: ,: 

-------------------------------------------
Ol~DE'R D';S!'>t!SS!NGCAS'E ,105:7' AND::,REQO,ESTr~G~; ,< 

CO:-U,rENTS OK, TriED I spes I T ION. OF 0 II~ l·~ ,-" 

0:-. M.lrch' 13, 1978' C~1'.tf6:;n i~"C.:lml?a'lc.ll~;·f'or:.~E~onorr.~i'e\:,o(:mocracy 
. ,'. """,' ~, ~" ." " .: \ >..~. , ..... \ .",. (' .' ~ ,', .• 

(CEO) filc,j C",::;c- (C.) 10517 again'st Southcrn"'Cali'forriirrJ"Gas Company 

se<>ki!'lg to enjoin the ;':(;ltte-r from engaging in .:. proposed solar water 

heater te::;t-markcting progr.:.m intb~ a?,s~nC,e<?·~ -pr ior Commi::)sion 

authoriz~tion. '" , ..... " 
', ... ' . ~' .'. ...... "". 

On, I~arch 14,. 1~7e .. we i,niti.lted ,.:t gen~r.i,c' ;~i:nves:tigiltion into 

u til i ty ir.vol vemen t in ,s.olar ,e-ner~.ymarke.t,i 09' .• "; .c.rd~r :~I,ns:t,i~:tu ting 

Invc~t is.:lt ion (OI I) 13 prov ided,;arnorI9 .. ·othe-:~': thing_, ~ that I'lO ut i,~i ty 

under our' j ur isoict'ion shou.ldentcrupon:/a:'lY zo'l.lr ene--rgy progrilm 

without our prior approval. Public Utilities Cocl~ Section 277S.S 
also went into effe'ct in· 1978; requit·in.9:-,~t.h.:lt. .. P,U.C .. ~l,pp.roya_l~-E.rec_ede 

- ... '...... , , , .'..., 
the implementa t ior. of. such u.til i ty prog,r . .j.r:~~~:.: :,' .0':::-' ?:~,'~::'·.'.::','2/:,:;: 

• "_ " ' • oJ •• .' '. ,., ' •• " , .~"_ .. ~,.. '"" """' 

Since OI! 13 proV'idec the for urn sough't.: b'~f'C ;-:to~V;.:':CED~·"'" 
, .. ','.-", ', .. ,- r~ 

st i?ul.:l~ed th.:&t its' compl<lil"~t Shoul~ o",e d:~sm~.~se~:,::os ... ~6,t.~:~" ';\ ... 
"--"-~ ... "",, ..... -, ....... '-.. ". , ....... , ~ ;'., ',,"\,- ,,~--.....~\~.J' 

-: 1 fS::-~~~~~t_;:;2~,.c~·:.~(»\ . 
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DecisionS? 08 080 AUG 18 1982 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC OTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation by the Public Utilities ) 
Commission into intend~d programs for ) 
the sales, leasing, installation and ) 
related servicing of solar devices ) 
by San Diego Gas & Electric Company, ) 
SOuthern California Gas Company, ) 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, ) 
Southern California Edison Company, ) 
Pacific Power and Light Company, ) 
Southwest Gas Corporation and California ) 
Pacific Utilities Company_ ) 

-------------------------------------) California Campaign for Economic 
Democracy, 

Complainant, 

vs 

Southern California Gas Company, 

Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

------------------------------------) 

OIl 13 
(Filed April 14, 1978) 

Case 10$17 
(Filed March ll, 1978) 

.. ' 
ORDER DISMISSING CASE 10517 AND REQUESTING 

COMMENTS ON THE DISPOSITION OF OIl 13 

On March 13, 1978 California Campaign for Economic Democracy 
(CEO) filed Case (C .. ) 10517 a9ainst South~rn California Gas Company 
seeking to enjoin the latter from enga9ing in a proposed solar water 
heater test-marketing pro9ram in the absence of prior Commission 

authorization. " 
On March 14, 1978 we initi~ a generic investi9ation into 

utility involvement in solar energy marketin9. Order Institutin9 
Investigation (OIl) 13 provided, amOng~O~her things, that no utility 
under our jurisdiction should enter upon ~ solar ener9Y program 
without our prior approval.. Publie Utilitie,Code Section 2775.5 
also went into effect in 1978, requiring that PUC approval precede 
the implementation of such utility pro9rams. ~ 

Since OIl 13 provided the forum sought by C .. ~S17, CED 
stipulated that its complaint should be dismissed as 'riloot .. 

~, 
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OIl 13, et ale 

Extensive hearings were held in OIl 13. Since that time, 
most aspects of the relationship between regulated California 
utilities and the solar water heating industry have been altered 
by the ?ngoing solar water heater demonstration financing program 
authorized as a result of OIl 42. These changes bring into question 
the freshness of the information developed in the OIl 13 record. 
However, the record in OIl 13 represents the extensive efforts of 
many people attempting to address a complex issue. In recent pro­
ceedings, such as those involving California Power and Light, C? 
National (and its proposed purchase of Trident Solar Company) and 
OIR 2, we have seen that there are many unresolved questions con­
cerning utility involvement in nontraditional energy ventures. 
Also, many similar issues have been raised in a pending proceeding 
concerning the proposed Southern California Gas Company weather­
ization direct sales program. It is important to, determine the 
extent to which information developed in this record can be useful 
in resolving these issuet:'r~ne proper f'01'1n-'O-£:..-.ttt:iolKy- ;:::::J-> 
i:nvo'3:ve'm'e'n~'"n-n·01'f'IXa1r:ttton"l e~y.e.M1:tre.,. 

Therefore, the Commission requests comments from interested 
parties regarding the disposition of OIl 13. Parties who believe 
that there is good reason to keep OIl 13 open should express their 
views and reasons to us wi thin 45 days. ,Absent a compelli~ showing f<A,.; 

~ need ~r d-e.,ira-b-iiit:y- to kee!II 13 open, the Commission ~,#-...I /~"-
discontinue the investigation. 

" 0 R D R 

IT IS ORDERED that: - - - "\. 

1. C.105l7 is dismissed. ~ 
2. Interested pa~s may file comm~ts on the disposition of .r:'''-' 

OIl 13 no later than ~ays from tOday. ~ 
This order is effective iJ;J;Q>Q ~ ;.y-.. ~~ · 

<:;..!:? Dated AUG 181982 , at San FMnc~sco, California. 

jor~, BRYSON '" 
Prc~~~~t • 

?:CI-t.o\RO\i) CRAVELLE 
LEO~ARD M. ClUMES. JR. 
VICTOR CAL~nl't 

Comm~l\ 

Co~m1ss1oner Pr1se111a C. Grew. 
-2- ~c~~gnoe~ssar1ly absent. 414 

not participato \ 


