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Decision ~==8~2::<=O::S=1::C4~:..-......; AUG 18 1982 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~mtter of the Application or ) 
DENNIS FELSO to Jtodi!'y an existing < ) 

certificate o~ public convenience ) 
and necessity to authorize the ) 
applicant tc operate as a passenger )~ 
stage corporation 365 days of the 
year. with sightseeing tours 
available to the public on a per 
capita 'basis between points in ) 
San Francisco and Marin Counties, ) 
pursuant to the provisions 0:£ \ l 
section 1031. et se£_ 0:£ the Public 
Utilities Code of teState of" 
California. ~ 

INTERIM OPINION 

Application 82-03-110 
(Filed March 31. 19SZ) 

Decision (D.) 909$5 dated November 6, 1979 in Application 
CA.) 5821~ granted applicant authority to operate sightseeing tours 
as a passenger stage corporation between the St. francis and 
Fair::lont Hotels in San Francisco, on the one hand, and po,ints 0:£ 

interest in downtown San Francisco, Yerba Buena Island, and Sausalito, 
on the other hand, with passengers having'the option 0:£ returning 
!rom Sausalito to San Francisco via an expense-paid ferry trip_ 
Tours are authorized on Monday through Friday (holidays excepted), 
trom June through November, inclusive. Applicant hires Class A 
or Class B charter-party carriers to provide the actual transportation. 

Applicant has applied for three modifications to his 
present certificate: authority to operate tours 365 days of' the 
year, to otfer on-call service with half-hour minimum reservation 
time to all hotels in San FranCiSCO, and to provide a tour t~ 
Alcatraz Island £rom Fisherman's Whar~. The wharf is visited on 
applicant'S San Francisco tour • 
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A protest was filed on.May 12, 1902 by O~Connor Limousine 
Service (O'Connor), a passenger stage corporation operating sight­
se~ing to'U!"s out. ot San Fra~cisco. O'Connor alleges t.hat it.s 
pro't.est ...... as filed lat.e because applicant. failed to serve copies of 
the application on his compet.itors. 0 ~Con.t'lor provid.es sightseeing 
to~s to .(I1\lir \'lo¢ds/Sausalito, ~~onte!"ey/Carmel, Napa/SonoIta Wine 
Co~ntry, and thro~gh San Francisco. It is alleged that San 
Francisco hot.els are already served by sufficient operators to 
handle t.he available business, which is very competitive, and that 
~ost of the carriers have a tour of San Francisco and one or more 
,:,:)urs 't.o ~·~rin Count.y. ?ro':est..lnt ",lso .:lllegcCi th."lt. 3pp1ic",nt has 
been picking up ~ssenger~ at hotels he is not authorized to serve' 
and 't.nat. applicant does not always follow his designated tour 
routes. 

Applicant's original certificate was granted in 1979 
prior to the Co:mission policy of granting interim signtseeing-tour 
~uthority to 311 who .:tsk for it. In 0.93726 in A.5981S ct al. 
issued November 13, 1981, we found th.:lt sightseeing-tour service 

over a loop is not th.:t t of 3 p.:tssengc-r stDgC co'rpor.:t tion. How­
ever, the portion of th~t decision complct~ly elimin.:tting our 
regulation over sightseeing-tour c3rriers will not become 
effective u~til after juclici31 r~vi~w. We 3nnouncco in 0.93726 

that during this transitional period W~ would gr3nt pending 
applications ex parte with tcmpor.:try orcr~ting 3uthority upon a 
s~owi:'lg that ~pplic."Zlnt h30 30oqU."ZltC' 1?~'~.Lic li.:Jbility insur.:tncc. 

" 
:>ennis Felso has on file cvidence of tl'!",~ required minimum insur3nce 
coverage set by Gener3l Order 101. Accordingly, we will grant 
this applic3tion . 
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:.,Findings of Fact 
1. The proposed operations are sightseeing-tour service 

over a loop. 
2. It can be seen wit.h certaint.y tho.t t.here is no possibilit.y 

that the activity in q~estion may have a significant effect. on the 
c:lviro::''''llent. 
Conclusion o~ Law 

Temporary operating aut.horit.y should be granted; since 
tbere is a!l :llleged need for the proposed service anti li.;t.bility 

insurance set by Ceneral Order 101 h~z been filed, th~ following 
order--sl'lould be effective tocl~y. 

Only t.he arr.ount. paid to the State for operat.ive rig~ts 
~~y be used in rate fixing. The State may grant any number of 

rights and :r.ar cancel or modify the monopoly feature of the-se rights 

INTERn~ ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED tn~t: 
1. The ccrtific~te of public convenience 3nd necessity to 

operate a sightseeing-tour service gr3ntcd to Cennis Folso by 
D.90985 (PSC-1096) is tempor~rily 3menclccl to 3uthorizc the service 
'propo~~ ·int.~e3l?plic.:ltion until f\.lrthcr order of the COmmission._ A. p0rmancn.t 

"a'Tlci;d.;;ent~to ··t,.'1e ccrtifici:lte prcp.:ttcxJ by this Commi~don n10y be issued by :t final order. 
2. Applicant shall: 

~. File a written ~cceptance of this 
~u~hority w~thin 30 d~ys ~fter this 
order is effective. 

b. Establish the authorized service and 
tile tariffs ~nd ti~etsblcs within 
120 days after this order is effective. 

c. State in his tariffs and timetables 
when service will start; allow at least 
10 days' notice to the Co r..rr.is s ion; and 
make ti:-r.cto.'oles and tarii':.*"s effect.ive 
10 or more days after this order is 
effective. 
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d. Co~~ly with Ce~eral Orders Series 79, 
98, 101, and 10~, a~d the California 
High~~y Patrol safety r~lcs. 

c. ~I.aint.~ir.. accou:l.'cing recorc.s i:1 
conformity ...... ith the Uni£o::-=n Systems 
of Accounts. 

This order is effective today. 
Dated August 18, 1982 ,.'It ~n Francisco, California. 

JOHN E. BRYSON 
President 

RICHA..'U) D. GRAVELLE 
LEONARD M. GRIMES, JR. 
VICTOR CALVO 

CotlU'nissioners 

Commissioner Priscilla C. Gre~, 
being necessarily absent, did 
not participate • 
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d. Comply with General Orders Series 79, 
98, 101, and 104, and the Calif'ornia 
Highway Patrol safety rules. 

e. lI.aintain accounting recorcis in 
conformity with the Uniform Systems 
of Accounts. 

/~y--grant~d by :D:ge9'8-s is zevoked-.­
This order is eff'ect1ve today. 
Dated AUG 181982. t at San Francisco, California. 

JOHN 'FH BRYSO)J 
Pr{'l'ici'''Tlt 

mCHA!lD D. eRA VELLE 
LEONARO M. CRlMES. JR. 
VfC1.'OR CAl.VO 

Commi:;sloncrs 

Comm1~3iQnQ~ Pr1~c111a c. Gr~y • 
being :o.oce:z~~X'ilY IlbseXl.'t. di4 
not ,Part1c.1;>aT.c 


