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Decision 82 10 052 OCT? a t982 

BEFORE !RE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF T.iE STATE OF CALIFO~~IA 

Investi~ation on the Commission's ) 
own motion into the feasibility of ) 
establishin~ various methods 0: ) 
oroviding low-interest, lon~-te~ ) 
financing 0: solar energy systems ) 
for utility custo~ers. ) 

-----------------------------) 

OIl 42 
(Filed A~ril 24, 1979) 

ORDE~ FOR CONTINUED FU~ING 
OF THE SOLAR ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

BaCkground 

Decision (D.) 91272 called for the formation of an 

4t advisory panel to report on a variety of matters so~e six months 

prior to the ~er~ination of t~~ demonstration. The appointed 

advisory panel includes representatives of the solar industry, the 

regulated utilities, the financial co~munity, consu~er and 

environmental groups, realtors, apartment house owners, 

contractors, labor. and government agencies at the local, state, 

and national levels. 

/ 

The balanced com?osition of the advisory panel creates an 

ideal forum for the different interests concerned with the 

demonstration to meet and discuss specific proble~s that arise 

durin; the demonstration. Rec¢mmendations of the panel have been 

v~ry helpful to the Co~mission in resolving the multitude of detail 

probleos certain to arise in this large pioneerin~ undertakin;. 
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To avoid du?lication of administrative personnel, the 

Executive Office of the Sola~cal Council (COuncil) was asked to 

ad~inister the advisory panel on behalf of the Commission. By 

COmmission D.922S1 and D.93682. we entered into an intera~ency 

a;reement with the Council which established a budget for the panel 

and clarified the ~utual responsibilities of the Co~ission and the 

Council. A bud;et for the ?anel not exceedin; $20,000 a year for 

the duration of the demonstration was established. !he current 

intera~ency agreement expires on October 31, 1982. 

Mr. Howard Kraye, the Chai~an of the SolarCal Council, 

4t in his letter, dated June 28, 1982 to Commissioner Leonard Grimes, 

Jr •• gave notice to terminate the interagency a~reement e::ecti~e 

July 31, 1982. !he SolarCal Council stated that due to budgetary 

constraints and other priorities assigned to Mr. Robert King, the 

Secretary of the Solar Advisory Committee, the Council could not 

continue administering the advisory ?anel. 

Under the te~s of the agreement, Xr. King's services 

were te~inated on July 31, 1982. Since then, Ron Lipton of the 

Commission staff has been res~onsible for administerin; the 

AdVisory Committee for the re~aining period of the interagency 

agreement. ~bsent further Co~mission action, funding for the 

advisory co~mittee will expire on October 31,1982. 

-2-



OIr 42 U/CBB/FS/WPSC 

Committee's Reouest 

The Advisory Committee (Committee) has been very active 

in dealing with ~any proble~s that were not resolved in earlier 

decisions. Several technical and non-technical subco~mittees were 

fo~ed to examine these ?roolems and ?resent their recommendations 

to the Committee. The majority of these recom~endations, along 

with those of the technical staff, were presented and adopted by 

the Co1'lro1ission. 

The major ?roble~s, dealin~ with lease-purchases, 

options, micro-utility concepts, low-inco~e grants, multi·fa~ily 

e sizing, change in reoate amounts, 1'artial rebates, eligibility of 

do=:itories and lon;-tero health-c~re facilities, are ~ractically 

resolved. However, the Committee believes that additional issues 

are likely to surface as we progress ~ore fully into the ~ulti

fa~ily, and low-income grant programs. !he Committee wishes to 

continue to advise the Commission as these issues arise. Tnus, the 

Committee requests that the Co~ission continue its present fundin~ 

of $20,000. for the third year. 

Discussion 

The Co~mission reco~nizes the Co~ittee's valuable 

contribution and expects that the Cocmit:ee will continue to 

provide advice and information to the Commission. Since many of 
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~he oajo~ iss~es are now ~esolved. we expect that the Co~i~tee 

will turn its attention to ~ulti-fa~ily and low-inco~e grant 

!he Co~ission oelieves that $20.000 should be more 

than suffieient to ~eet the Co~~ittec's expenses. Secretarial 

help for the Acvisory Co~~it:ee in takin; the minutes of ~eetin~s, 

and for typing and mailin~ letters wi~l continue to be providee by 

the Public U~ilities Com~is5ion So:ar Monitorin; Unit based in 

Sacra~ento. !~ a~?esrs that the Advisory Coooittee ~ay b~ able to 

reduce its activity due to fewe~ issues for the co~~ittee to 

consider. 

The Co~~ission believes that the Co~i:tee should 

continue to be funded u? to the $20.000 level to eover 

contingencies. ~is level of fundin~ sho~ld continue :0 be 

provided by the ?articipatin~ utilities. The 

Co~mission's Solar Monitorin~ Unit will be responsible for 

adminis:erin; the Co~ittee's functions and eoordinatin~ the 

billin~ for the Co~ittee throu~h this Commission. !he billin~ 

should be processed by the Director of the Utilities Division as it 

is currently done for the solar ~onito~in~ consultant Baw. 

-4-



011 42 U/CBB/FS/WPSC 

Findings of Fact 

1. !he AQvisory Committee has provided valuable input to the 

Commission in resolvin; ~any issues arisin~ in the solar 

demonstration progra~. 

2. !he current contract between the SolarCal Council and 

this Com~ission to operate and administer the Committee expires on 

October 31, 1982. 

3. 10 carry out expected Advisory Co~~ittee activity, 

a budget up to $20,000 is appropriate. !his a~ount should be 

~roportionately included in the ?articipatin~ utilities' expenses 

4t for the Demonstration Solar Financin~ Program. 

Conclusions of Law 

,. !he Co~ission concludes that the Advisory Com~ittee 

should continue its activities for the comin~ 12 ~onths. 

2. The current contract between SolarCal Council and the 

Public utilities Commission has been cancelled effective July 31, 

, 982. 

3. ~ bud~et of no more than $20,000 for the 12-month period 

fro1'll November 1. , 982 to October 31, 1983 is appropriate to 

carry out the Advisory Com~ittee activities. 
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. 4. !he following order should be made effec~ive ~he da~e of 

signa~ure in order ~o reimburse reasonable cos~s incurred by ~he 

Advisory Committee beginning November 1. 1982. 

o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED tha~: 

1. !he Solar Advisory Commi:tee should con:inue its 

func:ions for the next 12 months at the current fundin~ level of 

no more than $20,000 ~er year. 

2. !he respondent utilities are authorized to incur 

reasonable expenses as -:nay occur by the Ad,visory Committee not 

e exceedin~ $20,000 for the ?eriod of Nove~ber 1. 1982 to October 31, 

1983. 

3. !he Director of the Utilities Division of this Commission 

is authorized to process the billing of the Advisory Com~ittee. in 

a similar manner that is done presently with BBW, the consultant of 

the solar monitorin~ pro~ra~. 

-6-



· . 

OIr 42 U/CBB/FS/WPSC 

4~ The Commission staff will coo~dinate the billin~ for the 

Solar Advisory Co~ittee through this Commission~ 

!his order is effective today~ 

Dated OCT 2.0 1982 , at San FranciSCO, California.. 
--~~~--~----
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the major issues are now resolved, we expect that the Co~mittee 

will turn its attention to multi-fa~ily and low-inc~e grant 

programs, both of which are underway. 

The Commission believes that $20,000 should be more 

than sufficient to ~eet the Co~~ittee's ex~enses. Secretarial 

help for the Advisory Committee in taking the minutes of ~eetings. 

and for ty?in~ and mailing letters will continue to be provided by 

the Public Utilities Commis\ion Solar MOnitoring Unit based in 

Sacramento. It appears that ~ Ad~isory Committee ~ay be able to 

reduce its activity due to fewer\issues for the committee to 

consider. \ 

The Commission believes t~at the Committee s~ould 
\ 

continue to be funded up to the $20,~00 level to cover 

contingencies. This level of fUnding~hOUld continue to be 
\ 

provided by the partici?ating utilitieS~\ ~~.~O.l r:l:~-~e 
CO('Jl~ission' s Solar Monitoring Unit will be., responsible for 

administerin~ the Co~mittee's functions and coordinating the 

billing for the Committee through this Commission. !he billing 

should be processed by the Director of the Utilities Division as it 

is currently done for the solar ~onitoring consultant B~W. 
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