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B:t;FORE 'IRE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF !HE STAn OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the Ci~y of Irvine ) 
for the Construction of Two Grade ) 
Separations at Culver Drive and ) 
Jeffrey Road over The Atchison~ ) 
Topeka and santa Fe Railway Company) 
Track~ Crossings No. 2-180.5 and ) 
No. 2-182.0. in the City of Ir.rine ) 
and in the County of Orange. ) 
-------------------------------) 

Application ~2-12-60 
(Filed December 24. 1982) 

OPINION -------
The City of Irvine (City) re~uests authori~y ~o construct 

Culver Drive and Jeffrey Road at separated grades over the tracks 

of The Atchison~ Topeka and Sanu Fe Railway Company's CA'I&SF) main 

line in Irvine~ Orange County. 
The priority lists of grade separation projects for 

fiscal year 1982-83, as set forth in Decision 82-06-053. dated 

June 15, 1982. shows this project as Priority No.6. 

City 1s ~he lead ageney for this project under the 

california Environmental Quali~y Aet of 1970 (CEQA). as amended .. 

Public Resourees CPR) Code Sections 21000 et seq. City has 

determined that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA under 

PR Code Section 21080.1~.1/ 

]j Seetion 21080.13 was added to the PR Code by Chapter 58. 
Statutes 1982. as an urgency statute effective February 18, 
1982. 
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~The Commission is a responsible agency for ~his project 

under CEQA and has independen~ly evalua~ed and assessed ~he lead 

agency's ca~egorical exemp~ion determina~ion. The site of the 

proposed proj ect bas been inspected by ~he Commission staff. 

The proposed railroad-high~ay grade separation projects 

are an in~egral par~ in ~he development of two Orange County ~~ster 

Plan Major Highways which are considered to be ~he most important 

north-south arterial roads in Irvine. The two routes connect and 

interchange with the San Diego (Interstate Rou~e 405) and the Santa 

Ana (Interstate Route 5) :E·ree~ays. 

Notice of the application ~as published in the 

Commission's Daily Calendar on December 28~ 1982. No protests have 

been received. A public hearing is not necessary_ 

Findings of Fact 

, • City requests authority under Public Utilities Code 

Sections 1201-1205 to construct Culver Drive and Jeffrey Road at 

separated grades over the tracks of AT&SF~s main line in Irvine. 
Orange County. 

2. Construction of the overpasses is required to improve the 

safety of rail opera~ions and reduce vehicular ~raffic delay_ 
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ovc:'?asses and :hei:, opc':li':lg ':0 vehicula:, ::-a:fic, ::he exis:i:lS 

4. ?ublic conve~ience. necessity, ~~d safety require 

cons:r~ction of the Culvc:' Drive and Je::rey Road overpasses. 

5. City is the lead agency for this ?rojec: under CEQA, as 

6 .. !he Co~~ission is a r~s?onsi~le age:lcy :0:- this ?:-ojec: 

ane has inde?ende~tly evaluated and assessed the lead agency's 
'" ca:ego:'ical exe=p:ion dete~ination. 

7. Tne activity is not covered by the requir~e:lts set forth 

i~ CEQA and p :he:-efore, the Guidelines (14 Cal. Aci=in. Code -

Div. 6) concerning the evaua:ion of projects and the preparation 

and review of enviro~en:al oocucen:s do no: ap?ly. 

s. I: can be see:l ~th certainty that there is no 

possibility that the activity in question ~ay have a signiiicant 

effect on the environcent. 

CO:lclusion of Law 

The application should be granted as set forth in th~ 
:ollowing order_ 
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o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of Irvine (City) is aU1:horized to construct 

Culver Drive and Jeffrey Road at separated grades over the tracks 

of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa. Fe Railway Company's (AT&SF) main 

line in Irvine, Orange County, at the location and substantially as 

shown by plans attached to the application, to be identified as 

Crossing 2-180.5-A (Culver Drive) and Crossing 2-182.0-A (Jeffrey 
Road). 

2. Upon completion of the Culver Drive and J~££rey Road 

overpasses and their opening to vehicular traffiC, the existing 

Culver Drive (Crossing 2-180.5) and Jeffrey Road (Crossing 2-182.0) 

grade crossings shall be closed and physically removed. 

3. Clearances shall be in acco~dance with General Order 

26-D. Walkways shall conform to General Order 118. 

4. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the 
parties. A copy of the agreement, together with plans of the 

crossings approved by AT&SF, shall be filed with the CommiSSion 

prior to commencing construction. Should the parties fail to 

agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of construction and 
maintenance by further order. 
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5. Within 30 days after completion of '=he work under this 

order, City shall no,=ify the Commission in writing of the 

completion of the work authorized. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

three years unless ti~e is extended or if the a~ove conditions are ... 
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience~ necessity, or safety so re~uire. 

This order becomes effeetive 30 days from today ... 
Dated ___ MAR __ 1.;..6-..;.;19~83_" __ , at San Francisco, California. 

LEONAlm K. GRIMES, JR. 
Pr'e:l14C::l't 

V::C~O:R C~VO 
PR!SCILLA C. G?-'tf; 
DON.u.D VI~ 

Co:.:::::l.!:;zio:lers 
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