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Decision -----
~EFORE !hE PU~LIC UTILIIES COXMlSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application ot the CITY Or' ) 
LIVE~10RE for an order authori- ) 
zing construc~iOD of crossing ) 
at separated grades between ) 
Murrieta Boulevard and ~he track ) 
of The Western Pacific Railroad ) 
Company~ and for the elimination ) 
of two railroad grade crossings; ) 
P.U.C. No. D-46.0 SPI Co and ) 
4-46.7 WPRR (Murrieta Blvd. ) 
Underpass). ) 

--------------------------) 

Application 58626 
(Filed January 25,. 1979) 

o PIN ION --------
The City of Livermore (City) requests authority to 

construct Murrieta Boulevard at separated grades under the tracks 

oi The Western Pacific Railroad Company's (wP) main liDe in 
Livermore,. Alameda County .. 

rne priority list of grade separation projects for fiscal 
year 19~2-19~3,. as set forth in Decision 82-06-053,. dated June lS, 

1982, shows this project as Priority No .. 11. 

City is the Lead agency for the project under the 

California Environmental Quality At;t of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,. 

Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq. After preparation and 

revi~ of an Environmental Impact Report,. City approved the 
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project. On January 19, 1979, a No~ice of De~ermination was filed 
with the Alameda County C.J.erk which found that "the project will 

have a significant effect On the environment." 

The Commisslon is a responsible agency for this project 

under CEQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead 

agency's Final Environmental Impact Report. The site of the 

proposed project has been inspected by the Commission staff. 

Tne project is re.J.ated to the track consolidation project 

ot Southern Pacific Transportation Company (SPT) and WP between 

Sunol and Livermore. The exis~ing SP! tracks, located approxi-

mately 250 feet south of WP's tracks, ~ll be removed as part of 

the consolidation project. The existing Murrieta Boulevard grade 

crossings of both SPT's and ~P's tracks ~ll be eliminated upon 
comp.J.etion ot the grac.e separation. 

Major impacts involve change in ground surface relief 

features and increase in flood hazards. Mitigation measures 
include landscaping, aesthetic bridge design. and careful main-

tenance ot a storm water pumping system. 

Notice of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily calendar on January 26. '~79. No protests have 

been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
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Findings of Fact 

,. City requests authority under Public Utilities Code 

Sections '20'-'~05 to construct Murrieta Bou~evard at separated 

grades under the tracks of WP's main line in Livermore~ Alameda 

County. 

2. Railroad operations require temporary WP track 

re~ocations during the construction of the railroad structure. 

3. Construction of the Murrieta Boulevard underpass is 

required to reduce vehicular traffic delay and improve safety for 

railroad operations. 

4. Public convenience and necessity require construction of 

the proposed underpass. 

5. Since Commission authority is required prior to April 1. 

, 9S·3 for th.is proj ect to receive funding. the ten day notice on the 

public agenda required for Commission action should be waived as 

this is an emergency action. 

6. Applicant is the lead agency for this project under CEQA. 

as amended. 

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 

and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's 

Final Environmental Impact Report. 
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8. The projec~ ~ll have a significant impact on ~he 
environment; however. the proposed mitigation measures ~ll either 

eliminate or reduce ~he severity of the adverse impacts. 
Conclusion of Law 

The application should be gran~ed as set forth in the 

tolLowing order. 

o k D E R ---...--
1. The City of Livermore (City) is authorized to construct 

Murrie~a Boulevard at separated grades under 'the tracks of The 
Western Pacific Railroad Company's (WP) main line in Livermore~ 

Alameda County. at the location and substantially as shown. by the 

plans attached to the application. to be identified as 
Crossing 4-46.7-~. 

2. Upon completion of the underpass and its opening to 

vehicu.L.ar trattic. the existing Murrieta Boulevard grade crossings 

(Crossings D-46.0 and 4-46.7) shall be closed and physically 
removed. 

3. Clearances shall be in accordance ~th General 

Order 26-D; walkways shall conform to General Order 1'8. 

4. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement to be entered into among the parties. 

A copy of the agreement, together wl,'th plans of the crossing 
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approved by WP, shall be filed With the Commission prior to 

commencing construction. Sbould the parties fail to agree,. the 

Commission will apportion the costs of construction and· maintenance 

by turther order. 

~. ~ithin 30 days after completion of tne work under chis 

order, City sha~l notity the Commission in writing of the 

completion of the work authorized. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

three years un~ess time is extended or if the above conditions are 

not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

public convenience, necessity, or safe~ so require. 

This order is effective today. 

Dated ___ ~_~_.;...16_t9_S5 __ , at San Francisco, California. 

!.:!:CN'ARD x. G~!lv.zs. n. 
?:'esie.en't 

V!CTO~ C .. ":oLVO 
PR!SCILlA C. CEEN 
:::>O!tr\!.D ~I.AL 

Co=iszio:ler~ 


