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Decision 83 OS 071 wAU 6 1 7 1983 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC utILItIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the State of ) 
California~ Department of ) 
transportation for an order ) 
authorizin~ the following project; ) 
construction of Broadway Over- ) 
crossin~ (ER. NO. 55-615) over ) 
the Southern Pacific Transporta- ) 
tion Co~any's tracks: relocate ) 
existing Broadway Offramp Grade ) 
Crossing, PUC No. BK-515.30 ) 
approximately 120 feet west of ) 
its present location in Santa A.~a, ) 
california, from 0.4 mile south ) 
to 0.4 mile north of Santia~o ) 
Creek. ) 

---------------------------) 

Application 82-12-03 
(Filed December 1. 1982) 

o PIN ION 

As part of a project to i~rove the Santa A.~a Freeway 

(Interstate Route 5) between 1/2 mile south and 1/2 mile north 0: 
Main Street, the State of California, Department of TranSportation 

(caltrans), requests authority to construct the Broadway Over-

crossin~ over and to relocate the existing Broadway O££ra~ 
Crossing at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific Transpor-

tation Company's (SPT) Santa Ana Branch Line in Santa Ana, Orange 

County. 

This is a cooperative project between Cal trans and the 

City of Santa Ana fo~the construction of a new freeway over-

crossing and for modification of the Main Street Interchange of the 
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Santa Ana Freeway_ !he project will provide additional capacity 

for vehicles to cross over the Santa A~a Freeway in the vicinity of 

Main. Street about one and one-half miles north of the Santa Ana 

Civic Center. 

Cal trans is the lead a~ency for this project under the 

California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA)p as amended. 

Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq. After ?reparation and 
review of an Environmental Impact Report (EI&), Caltrans approved 

the project. On December 15, 1978, a Notice of Determination was 

filed with the Secretary for Resources whiCh found that "!he 

project will have a si~nificant effect on the environment." 

The Commission is a responsible a~ency for this project 

under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead a~ency's EIR. 

The site of the ~roposed project has been ins?ected by the 

Comoission staff. 

Major i~acts of the project result from ri~ht-of-way 

acquisition. Thirty-one privately owned parcels will be affected 

as well as a minor amount of park land. In addition, the removal 

of homes along Broadway to permit construction of the overcrossing 

will e~ose the presently shielded homes on the east side of 

Riverside Drive to noise from the freeway as well as to noise from 

the overcrossing. Mi~igation measures include relocation 
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assistanee to all displaeed residents fro~ the ?arcels to be 

acquired, provision of replacement park land, and eonstruetion of 

sound barriers. 

Notiee of the a?plication was 1:)",;l:;'iished in -the 

Commission's Daily Calendar on Deeember 7, 1982. No protests have 

been received. A publie hearin~ is not necessary. 

Findings of F~et 

1. Caltrans requests authority under Publie Utilities Code 

Sections 1201-1205 to eonstruet the Broadway Overcrossing over the 

traeks of SPT's Santa Ana Branch Line in Santa Ana, Orange County. 

2. Authority is also reques~ed to relocate the existing 

Broadway Offramp Grade Crossin~ to a ~oint 120 feet westerly of its 

present loeation. 

3. Construction of the overcrossing is required to provide 

additional eapacity for vehicles to cross over the Santa A~a 

Freeway. 

4. Upon co~letion of the relocated Broadway Offramp and its 

openin~ to vehicular traffie, the existing offram~ grade crossing 

should be closed and physieally removed. 

5. Publie convenience and neeessity require construction of 

the Broadway Overcrossing and reloeation of the Broadway Offram~ 

Grade Crossin~. 
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6. Public safety requires that protection at the relocated 

Broadway Offramp Grade Crossin~ should be one Standard No. 9 

automatic ~ate-type signal (General Order 7S-C). 

7. Caltrans is the lead a;ency for this project under CEQA, 
as amended. 

8. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 

and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's ~IR. 

9. The Sant:a Ana Freeway improvement proj ect will have a 

si~ificant impact on the environment; however, the ado~ted 

mitigation measures will either eliminate or reduce the severity of 
the adverse impacts to acceptable levels. 
Conclusion of LaW' 

The ap~lieation should be ~ranted as set forth in the 
follOwing order: 

o R D E R .... _----
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. !he State of California, ~partment of Trans~ortation 
(Caltrans) is authorized to construct the Broadway Overcrossin~ 

over the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation Company's (SPT) 
Santa Ana Branch tine in Santa Ana, Orange County, at the location 

and substantially as shown by plans attached to the a~lication, to 

be identified as Cros6in~ BK-51S.3-A. 
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2. Caltrans is also au~horized to reloca~e the existin~ 

Broadway Offramp Grade Crossing, Crossing 'BK-S1S.3, 120 feet 

westerly of its "present location, to be identified as Cr¢ssin~ 
BK-51 5.28 .. 

3. Upon completion of the relocated Broadway Offramp Grade 

CrOSSing and its o"penin~ ~o vehicular traffic, the existin~ offr~ 

grade crossin~ shall be closed and ~hvsically removed .. 
4. Clearances, exceot overhead clearances, shall be in 

accordance with General Order 26-D. Durin~ the ~eriod of 

construction, a clearance 0: not less than 21 '-6" above ~o-;, of 

rail shall be authorized and SP! shall be authorized to operate 

with such reduced overhead clearance provided that instructions are 

issued by the railroad and filed with the Commission forbidding 

employees to ride on tops of cars beneath the structure.. Opon 

completion of the structure, minimum clearance above top of rail 
shall be 24' _0" .. 

S. Caltrans'shall notify the Commission and SF! at lea~t: 15, 
but not: more than 30, days in advance of ~he date when the 

temporary impaired overhead clearance will be created. 

6. Walkways shall conform to General Order 118. Walkways 

adjacent to any trackage subject to rail operations shall be 

maintained free of obstructions and shall be promptly restored to 

their original condition in the event of dama~e during 
construction. 
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7. Const~uction of ~he relocated ~rade crossin~ shall be 

equal or superior to Standard No. 1 of General Order 72-B. 

8. Protection at the relocated grade crossin~ shall be one 

Standard No.9 automatic ~ate-t~e si~nal (General Order 75-C). 

9. Construction and maintenance costS shall be borne in 

accordance ~ith an a~reement to be entered into between the 

parties. A co~y of the agreement, together ~ith plans of the 

crossin~s a??roved by SPT, shall be filed with the Commission prior 

to commencin~ construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the 

Commission will a~?ortion the costs of construction and maintenance 

by further order. 

10. Within 30 days after completion, under this order, 

Caltrans shall notify the Commission in writing that the authorized 
work has been co~leted. 

. ' _ 'u ___ .• __ ,, __ -.-.,._" .. ,-

~. 

r' --. .......... _ < ____ ,.. ,.. • •• __ .". ___ ~_ +._, , _____ , _ .•. _ 
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this authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

ehree years unless eime is ex~ended or if ~he above eondi~ions are 

not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if 

?ublic convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

this order becomes effective 30 days from today. 

Dated. __ A..;.U;;..;G __ 1..;.,7_1;.;;.983~ __ , at San Francisco, California. 

V:::CIOR CA1.J~O 
PRISC!LLA C. G:'.EW 
DO:N'ALD VIAL 
W!LL!~" '1'. SA.Cr,zy 

COm.i::::10::l0:t"3 


